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T has uniformly been the object of the edi- 
tors of this work to collect from every 
ſource, thoſe modern diſcoveries, which, in 
their opinion, tend to illuſtrate the philoſophy 
of the human body, or to improve the heal- 
ing art, They are not ignorant that the pro- 
per execution of ſuch an undertaking is a taſk 
to which neither their abilities nor opportuni- 
ties are by any means equal. They may, 
however, venture to ſay, that they have with- 
held neither expence nor labour, in endeavour- 
ing to render it uſeful to the public and credit- 
able to themſelves. And befides the encour- 
agement, as well as the aid, which they have 
received from many of the moſt eminent phyſi- 
cians, the extenfive ſale of the Engliſh edition 
of their work, and the tranſlation of it into 
other. languages during a ſeries of quarterly 
publication, for a period of five years, afford 
them the moſt eng: teſtimony of public 
approbation, 


But they are not more proud in having re- 
ceived ſuch encouragement than they are anxi- 
1 n 
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ous to merit the continuance of it. Their 
readers, therefore, may be aſſured, that, on 
their part, every effort will be exerted to en- 
creaſe and extend the uſefulneſs of this under- 
taking. In endeayouring to accompliſh this, 
they are now furniſhed with aids which the 
former ſucceſs of their work could alone pro- 
cure to them. Theſe aids, they flatter them- 
ſelves, will not be withdrawn, while they con- 
tinue to deſerve them; and they will not be 
more anxious to obtain future aſſiſtance, than 
gratefully ſenfible of the favour conferred up- 
on them. Yet they now find, that without 
unneceſſary trouble to themſelves, and perhaps 
alſo to their correſpondents, a particular an- 
{wer cannot be ſent to every one who may fa-, 
vour them with communications. They ima- 
gine, however, it is unneceſſary to give aſſur- 
= ance to any who ſhall: hereafter honour them 
| with aſſiſtance, that a deſire to render their 
work uſeful to the public will be the only mo- 
„ tive which ſhall ever determine them with re- 


| gard to the ſelection of materials for their 
publication. | 
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HE author of the treatiſe before us, very 
juſtly remarks, that an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the principles of prognoſtics 
is abſolutely neceſſary for every phyſician. For 
it has not only a material influence on the re- 
putation of practitioners, But is alſo a cireum- 
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ſtance of the greateſt importance in the cure 
or treatment of every diſorder. 


The works of Hippocrates on this part of 
. medicine are highly extolled by out author, 
the greateſt part of his aſſertions appearing to 
be the reſult of experience, and as it were ſo 
many facts noted down by the beds of his pa- 
tients. But although the writings of this. 
great man contain an infinite ſtore of accu- 
rate obſervations, yet our author is far from 
being ſuch a blind admirer, as 'to be ignorant 
of their being interſperſed with numerous er- 
rors, both as to reaſoning and facts. Many of 
his prognoſtics eſpecially, are found to be di- 
rectly contrary to daily experience; others are 
given out in a general way, while they evi- 
dently apply only to particular caſes ; on ſome 
occaſions prognoſtics are delivered as certain, 
which experience ſhews are only to be conſi- 
dered as poſſible. We frequently find men- 
tioned as the moſt fatal appearances, ſymptoms 
which only indicate a very trifling degree of 
danger; and in other parts oſ his works, opi- 
nions occur, which, as yet, we have never 
been able rightly to comprehend, from a want 
of acquaintance with the caſes to which they 
appear to have applied. | 
Sar To 
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To remedy theſe defects is the intention of the 
preſent work. Such prognoſtics of Hippocrates 
as are found to be confirmed by experience are 
retained, thoſe again which have failed, are 
rejected, and a confiderable number are added 


by our author from his own obſervation in dif- 
ferent diſorders. 


As it is impoſſible to analyſe a book of this 
nature ſo as to give our readers a clear idea 
of the whole, we ſhall ſelect ſuch parts as 
appear to be more immediately the reſult of 
our author's own obſervation. | 


An intermittent pulſe, we are told, if it be 
ſtrong, is not ſuch a dangerous ſymptom in 
acute diſeaſes as by many. practitioners we 
might be induced to believe. In old people 
it is ſeldom even to be confidered as bad, and 
ought not to exclude blood-letting, when, 
from other circumſtances, that evacuation ap- 
pears in any degree neceſſary. 


Faintings, which occur in acute diſeaſes, 
are always to be confidered as dangerous, un- 
leſs when, on examination, they appear to have 
proceeded, either from the patient having re- 
mained too long in an upright poſture, or from 
worms, or from bilious collections occaſion- 
ing an irritation in the primæ vie. F . 
In 
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In the ſecond chapter of the firſt ſection 
which treats of diſorders of the viſcera, we 
are told, that when a patient in any febrile 
diſorder, complains, from time to time, of feel- 
ing a diſagreeable ſenſation about his throat, 
as of ſomething paſſing from his ſtomach to 
his mouth ; and eſpecially, when it comes the 
length of threatning ſuffocation, we may con- 
clude with certainty that there are worms col- 
lected about the ſuperior orifice of the ſtomach, 
which thus occaſion an irritation in reh Sſo- 
phagus. 


Such inflammatory affections of the breaſt 
as Occur in the courſe of continued fevers, do 
not in general, we are told, prove ſo fatal as 
fimilar affections in the lower belly. This 


our author ſuppoſes to be in a great meaſure 
owing to the ſingular advantages which, in 


ſuch diſorders of the breaſt, commonly accrue 
from expectoration, and which, in theſe diſ- 
eaſes, he obſerves, is the remedy upon which 
nature ſeems to place the greateſt dependence. 


When ſpeaking of delirium as a ſymptom 
in febrile diſorders, our author obſerves, that 
it commonly proves favourable when the deli- 
rium appears in nearly the ſame degree with 


the feyer, that 1s, when they are augmented or 
di- 
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diminiſhed with one another. But when the 
pulſe finks, and the patient's ſtrength begins 
to abate, if the delirium either encreaſes, or 
continues only in the ſame degree, this, it 1s 
faid, always affords a very unfavourable prog- 


noſis. 


Partial convulſive motions which ſometimes 
occur in acute diſeaſes; whether in the muſ- 
cles of the hands, neck, face, or any other 
part of the body, when at the ſame time other 
bad ſymptoms occur, almoſt always indicate, 
a certain and immediate death. 


When ſpeaking of ſuch critical evacuations 
as occur in febrile diſorders, thoſe by ſtool are 
particularly taken notice of. On ſome occa- 
ſions our author remarks, a diarrhœa proves 
only ſymptomatic, and affords little or no re- 
lief. At other times it produces a complete 
criſis, and frequently again it affords ſome 
relief, without however proving altogether 
critical. 


Stools of the colour and appearance of clay, 
give great reaſon to ſuſpe& the exiſtence of 
worms, When the diſcharge by ſtool appears 
to be ſymptomatic, if it be liquid, whether 
it is of a yellow, or greeniſh colour, danger 
is then always to be apprehended. 


Stools 
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Stools of the atrabilious kind, that is, when 
they are liquid, brown, livid, or of a blackiſh 
colour, announce almoſt im mediate death ; as 
do thoſe with a cadaverous ſmell. Such again 
as have a blackiſh appearance, from an evi- 
dent mixture of blood, prove commonly fa- 
vourable. In ſuch caſes the blood, we are told, 
frequently comes from the noſe, and they are 
therefore often obſeryed after violent hæmor- 
rhages from that part. 


Among other obſervations which occur on 
the urine in febrile diſeaſes, we ſhall only tran- 
ſcribe the following. It has been proved, we 
are told, by experience, that ſuch ſuppreſ- 
ſions of urine as ſometimes occur in acute 
diſeaſes, do not prove near ſo troubleſome as 
à priori might be expected; and on the con- 
trary, that on ſome occaſions they have been 
known to give a complete crifis, In proof of 
this the following caſe is related in a note. 


In the month of May, 1770, our author 
attended a man with all the ſymptoms of an 
inflammation in the breaſt, a diſorder which, - 
at that time, generally prevailed, At length 
the patient was ſeized with a ſuppreſſion of 
urine, which proved an effectual crifis for the 
other complaints. The ſuppreſſion continued 


for 
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for ſome days, during which period it was 


neceſſary to introduce the catheter different 
times daily. | 


Our author, after treating very fully of the 
doctrine of critical days in fevers, in a great 
meaſure denies their influence ; and concludes 
with reſpect to them, that it does not appear 
from experience that nature ſhews any con- 
ſtancy in putting a termination to diſeaſes on 
ſuch days as have commonly been termed cri- 
tical, Hence he thinks it would be a very 
great error in practice, either to form the 
prognoſis, or to fix the method of treatment 
from any conſideration with reſpe& to theſe 
days. And a practitioner, in order to re- 
gulate his conduct on theſe two points, with- 
out paying any regard to the period of the 
diſeaſe, ought to form his opinion ſolely from 
the appearances, which preſent at the time ; 
and particularly from the fever having been 
quick or ſlow in its progreſs; from the ſymp- 
toms announcing a ſound. or diſeaſed ſtate of 
the different viſcera, from the ſtrength of the 
patient, and other concomitant circumſtances, 

When ſpeaking of pleuritic and peripneu- 
monic affections, our author remarks that the 
diſorder is always more dangerous, - when the 
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pains occupy the back, and mediaſtinum, 
than when the fides are the parts affected. 
When in pleuriſy the pain of the fide, and 
the difficulty of breathing, diſappear and give 
place to delirium, the greateſt danger is then, 
we are told, to be apprehended. 


If in the courſe of a pleuriſy or peripneu- 
mony the patient is ſuddenly ſeized with ſuch 
a difficulty of breathing, as to be obliged to 
fit conſtantly in an ere& poſture, if the pre- 
ceding ſymptoms have not given reaſon to 
ſuſpect the formation of an abſceſs, there will 
be the greateſt reaſon to preſume that a ſerous 
collection has taken place. In confirmation 
of this, a caſe in point is here related in a 
note, fimilar, we are told, to ſeveral which 
may be found in Morgagni. 


Our author obſerves, that from the autho- 
rity of ſome very reſpectable writers, an opi- 


nion has of late prevailed, that no dependence 


can be placed in forming a prognoſis in pleu- 


riſy, on the appearance of the buffy coat of the 
blood. From much experience, however, on 


this point he is of a very different opinion, and 


he concludes his remarks with reſpect to it, 
with the following obſervations, 


When 


COMMENTARIES. 15 


When the buffy coat appears on the blood, 
as it very commonly does in every caſe of 
pleuriſy ; it affords a favourable prognofis if it 
be not very thick, and eſpecially if in due time 
a ſufficient quantity of ſerum be ſeparated. 


But on the contrary, when the buffy coat oc- 
cupies almoſt the whole thickneſs of the maſs 
of blood contained in the cup, when it has 
tranſparency, ſuch as to reſemble a jelly, when 
on its ſurface there appears a variety of ſmall 
livid depreffions or cavities, and when, at the 
ſame time, Jittle or no ſerum is ſeparated after 
the blood has been evacuated for a due length 
of time ; theſe circumſtances taken together, 
afford the greateſt preſumption, that the dif: 
order is ſoon to terminate fatally. ; 


From the time of Hippocrates and Galen, 
downwards, a hardneſs in the pulſe, our author 
obſerves, has been confidered as an effential 
ſymptom in pleuriſy; but practitioners, he 
remarks, muſt, in order to give credit to ſuch 
an aſſertion, yield up entirely the effects of 
their own experience, as daily proofs occur 
of the contrary frequently happening in this 
diſorder. In many caſes of pleuriſy, we are 
told, that even from the commencement of the 
diſeaſe, 
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diſeaſe, the pulſe inſtead of being hard, is 
ſoft, ſmall, and weak, ſo that this ſymptom 


can never with propriety be introduced into 
the definition of the diſeaſe, 


When treating of ſuppuration, as a conſe- 
quence which ſometimes ſucceeds to the in- 
flammatory ſtate of a pleuriſy, our author re- 
marks, that when the matter collected is ſo 
ſituated, as to be under the influence of the 
pulſatory motion of the heart, or of the larger 
arteries, the abſceſs, or ſwelling on ſome oc- 
caſions puts on the appearance of an aneu- 
riſm; and accordingly a caſe of this kind is 
here related in a note, which occurred to our 
author in the courſe of his practice. In giv- 
ing a judgment, therefore, in ſuch caſes, other 
circumſtances, beſides the pulſation, muſt be 
particularly attended to. 


II. Dy 
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Diſſertatio Inauguralis Medica de Urinis, quam in 
antiquiſſima, ac celeberrima Univerſitate Vindo- 
bonenſi Publice Diſquiſitioni ſubmittit Geor- 


gius Prochaſka Liſpicio Moravus. Viennæ 
Auſtriæ, 8 vo. 


\HE author of this diſſertation, after giving 

a general account of urine, proceeds to 
treat more particularly of different circumſtances 
concerning that ſecretion. He more eſpecially 


treats of the quantity, colour, ſmell, and 
depofitions, obſerved to take place from it. 


As the chief new obſervations contained in 
this treatiſe, ſeem to be comprehended in the 
laſt ſection, we ſhall confine our analyfis ſolely 
to that part of the work : it is entitled, De 
Urine Sedimento Terreſtri, ſeu ſic dicto Cretaceo. 


Urine containing this cretaceous matter, 
is, we are told, for ſome time after it is paſſed, 
of a turbid whitiſh appearance, and by degrees 
acquires a natural clearneſs by the earthy par- 
ticles precipitating to the bottom. 


Vor. VI. No. 21. B | The 
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This precipitation being very ready to haps 
pen in the bladder itſelf, the urine, which firſt 
comes away 1s frequently clear and tranſparent, 
while the reſt 1s very thick and turbid. 


By the addition of any acid to urine af 
this kind, a ſolution of the cretaceous ſediment 
is produced, attended with a flight efferveſ- 
cence, and the liquid 1s thereby rendered alto- 
gether tranſparent. But on the contrary, ſalt 
of tartar being added, a greater degree of 
thickneſs occurs, by the quantity of cretaceous 
matter being conſiderably encreaſed, 


Urine rendered clear by the addition of an 
acid as above deſcribed, on being allowed to 
ſettle, affords a quantity of red cryſtals which 
adhere to the ſides and bottom of the veſſel. 
The figure of theſe cryſtals, is, we are told, 
very various, being ſometimes cubical, and at 
other times rhomboidal, or oval. Their co- 
Jour, on ſome occaſions, is of a deep red, and 
at other times they put on a more dark brown 
appearance. When thrown into water they fink, 
” but do not diffolve ; neither do they diflolve 
ll in ſaliva, and they are altogether infipid after 
having been once waſhed in water. They rea- 
dily diffolve, with a conſiderable efferveſcence, 

| on being added to aqua fortis ; and when 
1; | 272 * * hrought 
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Drought in contact with oil of tartar, they be- 
come white and fall into a powder. 


If to any urine which was either perfectly 
clear when paſſed, or which by being poured 
off from its ſediment, has been rendered ſo, 
there be made an addition of oleum tartari 
per deliquium, the liquor immediately be- 
comes more or leſs turbid, and depoſites a cre- 
taceous ſediment. On being allowed to reſt, a 
quantity of cryſtals alſo form at the top, and 
on the ſides of the veſſel, of a whitiſh pellucid 
appearance, and of an oblong pointed ſhape. 


On theſe cryſtals being depoſited, and the 
liquor decanted, if any more oil of tartar be 
added, it does not again become turbid, nor 
does any more cretaceous matter ſeparate and 
fall to the bottom. 


The following are the conclufions which our 
author thinks may be drawn from the preced- 
ing part of the paper. 

iſt. That there 1s no urine, however clear it 
may naturally be, which does not contain 
more or leſs of a cretaceous or earthy matter 
and that oil of tartar does not ſhew ſuch a 
degree of affinity with this earthy part of the 
urine, as with the acid uſually preſent in that 


* Sy A2 2dly, 
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2dly. That the acid of urine, after being 
ſeparated from theſe earthy particles, forms with 
oil of tartar a neutral ſalt, which may com- 


monly be procured under the form of white, 
ſharp, pellucid cryſtals. 


3dly. That in the urine of ſome people here 
is ſuch a ſuperabundance of earthy matter, as 
entirely prevents its ſolution in the acid na- 
turally contained in that fluid ; and hence is 
produced that thickneſs, or turbid ſtate of 
urine, ſo common with many people, together 
with the depoſition of a quantity of cretaceous 
matter which follows of courſe, 


4thly: That this earthy matter, when con- 
joined with either the acetous, nitrous, or any 
other acid, forms a ſpecies of neutral ſalt, 


commonly obtained in the form of red or 
prown cryſtals. 


III. Johan. 


% 
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III. 


Johan. Wilh. Gulbrand, M. D. Praftic. Ha- 
vienſ. Membr. Ord. Soc. Med. Hav. De Sangui- 
fluxu Urerino, 8 vo. Havniæ et Lipſiæ. 


HE treatiſe now under our conſideratiog 
is divided into four different ſections. 


The firſt is entitled, Aitiologia Profluviorum San= 


guinis Uterini, The ſecond, Phyſiologia Proflu- 
viorum Sunguinis Uterini Salutarium. The third, 
Noſjologia Hemorrhagia Uterine ; and the. laſt 
treats of the Therapia Hemorrhagie Uterine. 
The menſtrual flux, our author obſerves, 
ſeems evidently intended by nature, for carry- 
ing off thoſe quantities of the general maſs of 
fluids, which, during pregnancy, are applied 
towards the nouriſhment of the foetus, and 


which afterwards become neceſſary for a ſupply 
of milk to the child, 


A variety of cauſes are enumerated by our 
author, as having a tendency, in the female con- 


ſtitution, to induce a plethoric ſtate of the ſyſ- 


tem in general, without a particular determi- 


nation to the uterus: which, by degrees tak- 
ing off that balance which previouſly ſubfiſted 
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between the maſs of blood and the ſurround- 
ing ſolids, at laſt, towards the age of puberty, 


commonly terminates by the appearance of the 
menſes. - 0 


About the period of fe when the conſti- 
tution is already prediſpoſed to admit of this 
evacuation, different cauſes occur which fre- 
quently accelerate its appearance. In this way 
any preternatural degree of heat, or fever, or, 
in ſhort, whatever tends to quicken the circu- 
lation, has the moſt confiderable influence, 
An inſtance is here quoted from Mauriceau, of 
an attack of a tertian intermittent having had 
an evident effect in bringing on ſuddenly the 
the menſtrual flux. Anger, and every other 
emotion of the mind, we are told, have always 
very powerful effects on the ſtate of the menſes; 
terror, which not only acts by producing an 
encreaſed circulation, but by the ſpaſm which 
it univerſally occaſions over the ſurface of the 
body, is eſpecially productive of this effect. A 
greater proportion'of fluids - is thereby ſent to 
the internal organs, than naturally they ſhould 
receive. Two caſes are here related by our 
author, in which the effects of fear and anger, 
in bringing on the menſtrual diſcharge, were 
"oy remarkable. 5 — 
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Violent exerciſe, and likewiſe a heated ſtate 
of the atmoſphere, are mentioned as powerful 
cauſes in inducing the periodical flux in wo- 
men, and from this laſt circumſtance; our au- 
thor accounts for the appearance of the menſes 
at a more early period of life with women in 
warm climates than in cold ones. 


A curious fact is here related, which lately 
occurred to our author in the courſe of his 
practice. In an hoſpital, ro which he acts as 
phyſician, a very conſiderable number of the 
female patients were ſuddenly ſeized with a 
flow of the menſes: what rendered the occur- 
rence more remarkable, was, that ſeveral of 
theſe women had for a conſiderable time la- 
boured under ſuppreſſions of that diſcharge; 
others had been for ſome time taking a variety 
of emenagogues to no purpoſe; and in ſome 
the menſes appeared, although they had only 
been free from their uſual monthly return a 
very few days. | 
On enquiring into the cauſe of this pheno- 
menon, -it could not, we are told, be account- 
ed for in any other manner than from a. great 
additional increaſe which at that time appeared 
to occur in the weight of the atmoſphere ; the 
"mercury in the barometer, having reached to 
B 4 a height 
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a height · at which it had never been in theſe 
climates before obſerved. - What this height 
was however, we are not informed, but it 
is ſaid to have happened on the 14th of April, 


1776. At that time in Britain, according to- 


the obſervation made at the houſe of the Royal 
Society in London, the mercury was under 
thirty inches, ſo that the great height to which: 
our author alludes muſt have been merely 
local. 

Febrile diſorders, our author remarks, act 
in three different ways in producing the men- 
ſtrual diſcharge ; by debilitating the general 
ſyſtem, by inducing a relaxed ſtate of the ſo- 
lids, and by occaſioning a more quick circu- 
lation of the blood. Different caſes are here 
related in ſupport of the doctrine advanced. 

Independently of theſe general efficient cauſes 
of the menſtrual flux, there are. others, our 
author remarks, which ſeem to act more im- 
mediately on the uterus itſelf, and theſe parti 
cularly are too frequent yenereal intercourſe ; 
extraneous bodies, ſchirrhous affections of this 
viſcus confined in the uterus; pains and ſpaſ- 
modic affections in the uterus and its different 
blood-veſlels, 


After 
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Aſter an accurate diſcuſhon of the phyſiolagy 
and pathology, our author proceeds to the laſt 
fection of the treatiſe, in which is compre- 
hended the treatment of uterine hemorrhages; 
What is meant by the term uterine hemorrhage is, 
every diſcharge of blood from this part of the 
ſyſtem which ſeems evidently to hurt the health. 

The cauſes in general of this diſorder are, 
by our author, ranked under the following 
heads; a Relaxed State of the Solids; an 
encreaſed degree of Circulation, and an at- 
tenuated or diſſolved State of the Fluids. In 
conſequence of this view the following indica- 
are laid down for the treatment. 


I. To diminiſh the impetus of the blood in 
the veſſels of the uterus. 


II. To encreaſe the elaſticity of the uterine 
veſſels, And, 


III. To induce a more healthy ſtate of the 
diflolved fluids. 


To accompliſh the firſt of theſe indica- 
tions the following remedies are recommend- 
ed, 1ſt. Whatever may be confidered as 
refrigerant, or cooling; ſuch as cool air, mi- 
neral and vegetable acids, a mild bland diet, 
and a frequent uſe of cold water by way 
of drink, as recommended by Hoffman. 

| | 2dly. 
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2dly. Whatever can occaſion a detivatioſ of 
the fluids from the uterus, and particularly a: 
horizontal poſture, with the pelvis ſomewhat 
elevated. In particular caſes, where the patient 
has ſtrength to bear that evacuation, blood- 
letting at the arm is recommended ; and with a 
view to ſolicit a flow of blood to the ſurface 
and fuperior parts, we are adviſed to bathe 
the arms frequently in warm water, 


Every ſtimulating application, and eſpecially 
whatever can occaſion any degree of determi- 
nation to the uterus muſt be carefully avoided, 
particularly warm applications to the inferior 


26 


parts of the body, venereal intercourſe, and 
draſtic purges. 


zaly. Very evident ſpaſmodic affections fre- 
quently appear as the forerunners of uterine diſ- 
charges. With a view in ſuch caſes to pro- 
mote a free circulation in the abdomen, gen- 
tle laxatives are recommended, particularly 


thoſe of an oily nature conjoined with anodynes. 


Athly, It frequently happens in child-bed, 


eſpecially after abortions, and likewiſe in vio- 


lent hyſteric affections, that the pains and ſpaſ- 


modic twitches, which in ſuch caſes occur, in- 


duce very profuſe uterine diſcharges. Opiates 


are thenrecommended as the principal remedies. 


With 


— 
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With a view to the ſecond indication of cure, 
which refers to an increaſe of elaſticity in the 
uterine veſſels, aſtringent remedies- ate recom- 
mended, whether by the mouth, or applied 
externally to the neighbourhood of the uterus, 


or more immediately to that viſeus itſelf by 
way of injection. 


It will readily be underſtood, that while en- 
deavours are making to accompliſh this indica- 
tion, every thing muſt be avoided which ſeems 
to have any influence in counteracting the in- 
tention of cure, particularly whatever can have 
any effect in keeping up a relaxed ſtate of the 
uterus, ſuch as a moiſt atmoſphere, a too fre- 
quent uſe of tepid watery liquors, &c. 


In order to fulfil the third indication, which 
confiſts in obtaining a more healthy or inſpiſ- 
ſated ſtate of the diſſolved fluids, a dry farina- 
ceous diet is recommended, together with a 
courſe of incraſſating medicines ; and when any 
putreſcent or ſcorbutic acrimony appears to 
prevail, the vitriolic acid, when conjoined with 
Jeſuit's bark, proves, we are told, the moſt 
effectually remedy. 


Independently of theſe obſervations. on ute- 


rine fluxes in general, a vary; of others oc- 
| cur 
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eur, which apply more eſpecially to parücular 


_ caſes. 


In profuſe diſcharges of the lochia, if any 
part of the placenta or membranes has been 
left in the uterus ; or if an inverſion of the 


fundus uteri has in any degree taken place, the 


moſt effectual remedy always is the introduction 
of the hand by the vagina, ſo as to remove 


every impediment to the contraction of the 


womb. When this cannot be got accompliſh- 


ed, mild injections into the uterus ſometimes 
prove ſerviceable. 


When the diſcharge ſeems to be kept up by 
a real debilitated ſtate of the uterus, aſtrin- 


gent applications to the loins are recommend- 


ed, a continued general preſſure to the abdo- 
men, a horizontal poſture, together with great 
attention in keeping the patient in every reſ- 


pect eaſy, both as to the ſtate of MR and 
mind. 


In ſuch 8 from the uterus, as 
ſometimes occur during pregnancy, an anti- 
phlogiſtic courſe is recommended, with the 
continued uſe of the vitriolic acid and tincture 


of roſes. When theſe do not prove effectual, 


we are deſired to have recourſe to Peruvian 
£4 bar k, 
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bark, and eſſence of orange-peel, and to uſe 
what our author terms the antiſcorbutic tinc- 
ture, a remedy, the effects of which are here 
greatly extolled, as well as in other parts of 
this Differtation. The antiſcorbutic tincture 

is prepared and uſed in the en manner 7 


N Eſſent. Cort. Peruv. 
Aurantior. aa F 8B. 


Tinct. Antiſcorbut. 3 .— gi, M. Daſs gut 
60. 4ter quotidie, _ 


The preſcription for the Alida t tince 
ture itſelf 1s as follows :. 


A Spir. Vini reQif, p. iv. 
Inſtilla ſueceſſive Olei Vitriol. op. p. I. 


Adde Coccionell, q. ſ. pro Tinct. Saturale rubicund, 
Degere per 3 dies leniſſimo igne et cola. 


When, during pregnancy, there is reaſon, 
from different ' circumſtances, to ſuſpect that 
bæmorrhages from the uterus will probably 
occur, blood-letting from the arm is recom- 
mended, together with reſt of body, and the 
uſe of nitrous and other cooling medicines. 


It ſometimes happens, our author obſerves, 
that violent floodings occur towards the laſt 
days of pregnancy ; owing, he remarks, to a 
partial ſeparation of the placenta from the 


pterus, For this ſpecies of the diforder, no. 


radi: 
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radical cure can be expected till delivery takes 
place. Blood-letting i is not here of any advan- 
tage, ſo. that it ſhould never be had recourſe 
to, as it tends only to encreaſe the patient's 
weakneſs. Reſt of body and mind are much 
enjoined, together with :cooling nitrous medi- 
eines, and a bland mild diet. But when theſe 
do not prove effectual, the only remedy to be 
depended on, is to promote delivery by endea- 
vouring to dilate the orifice of the womb, fo 
as to admit of the introduction of the hand. 
By this means, the placenta comes to be en- 
tirely diſengaged, and the cauſe no longer ſub- 
ſiſting, the hæmorrhage is thereby moſt fre- 
quently got the better of. 

Such caſes of hæmorrhage as occur during 
the continuance of the labour, as they fre- 
quently depend on the ſame cauſe with thoſe 
laſt mentioned, viz, on a partial ſeparation of 
the placenta ; are only to be removed by the 
ſame remedy, In every ſuch inſtance, there- 
fore, we are adviſed to promote delivery as 


quickly as poſſible. 


155 
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IV. 


Philoſophical, Medical, and Experimental Eſſays, 
by Thomas Percival, M. D. F. R. S. Sc. 
Vol. III. 8vo. London. . 


HE writings of the 1 ingenious and learns: 
. ed author of this work, have, on many. 
former occaſions, furniſhed materials for our 
periodical publications ; and to the valuable. 
extracts which have been made from his other 
writings, the preſent affords an opgorruuity 
for making conſiderable additions. 


As the articles which come under condder: 
ation in the volume before us are very various, 
we cannot attempt to give a particular account 
of each, and ſhall therefore preſent our readers 
with a general liſt of the contents, together 
with a more particular detail of a few of the 
articles, 


The different ſections are entitled as follows: 


1. On the ſtate of population in Mancheſter 
and the adjacent places, 

II. On the proportional mortality of the 
ſmall-pox and meaſles, in the ſeveral periods 
of life and different ſeaſons of the year; toge - 
BEI” ther 
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ther with its comparative Ty to males and 
females. ; 


III. On the different quantities of rain which 
fall at different heights over the ſame. ſpot of 


ground, | 
IV. On the ſolution of ſtones of . uri- 


nary, and of the gall-bladder, by water im- 


pregnated with fixed air. 


V. On the nature and compoſition of urin 
ary calculi. 


VI. On the internal regulation of hoſpitals. 


VII. On the influence of fixed air, on the 
colour and vegetation of plants. 


VIII. On the action of different manures. 
IX. On the properties of different abſorbents. 
X. Miſcellaneous obſervations, caſes and in- 


quiries. 
And to the whole is added an TID 
containing, a letter to the author from Dr, 
Saunders, on the ſolution of human calculi, 
with ſome other papers on different ſubjects. 
As there are contained ſeveral intereſting 
facts in the tenth ſection, under the head of 
Miſcellaneous Obſervations, Caſes, and Inqui- 
ties, we ſhall here ſelect a few of them. , 


Fatal 
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Fatal effects of Yew leaves. 


On the 25th of March; 1774, three children 
belonging ta a labouring man near Mancheſter, 
were killed, we ate told, by taking a ſmall 
quantity of the freſh leaves of the yew tree, 
or Taxus Officinalis of Cafpar Bauhin. The 
oldeſt child was five, the ſecond four, and the 
youngeſt three years of age; they were all ſup- 
paſed to be affected with worms, for which 
this poiſan was preſcribed, by ſome ignorant 
perſon, as a powerful remedy. | 


The dried leaves were firſt gte 2 
ſpoonful of them being mixed with brown 
ſugar, was divided into three equal doſes, and 
given to the children, but without producing 
any evident effects. Two days thereafter, the 
mother collected freſh leaves, and adminiſtered 
them in the ſame doſe as before, about ſeven 
o'clock in the morning. At eight o'clock the 
children breakfaſted upon nettle pottage, that 
is, oatmeal gruel with freſh nettles boiled in it. 
At nine they began to be uneaſy ; were chilly | 
and liſtleſs; yawned much; and eee 
Kretehed out their limbs. | 
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The oldeſt vomited a little and complained 
of gripings in his belly ; but the others ex- 
preſſed no ſigns of pain. The ſecond child 
died at ten o'clock,” the youngeſt about one; 
and the oldeſt at three in the afternoon, No 
agonies accompanied their diflolution ; no 
{ſwelling of the abdomen enſued, and after 


death they had the appearance of being 1 in a 
placid ſleep. | 


Theſe particulars our author learned from 
the parents of the children, whoſe ignorance, he 
laments, led them too long to rely on the 
trifling and inefficacious means of relief ſug- 
geſted to them by their neighbours. 

It is aſſerted by Brookes, in his Natural Hiſ- 
tory, vol. vi. page 396, that the yew.is not poi- 
ſonous. - But Cativulcus, our author remarks, 
deſtroyed himſelf by it, as appears from a pate 


ſage in Czſar's Commentaries. 


, 


Oct. 19th. 1774, a phyſician was affected 
with a ſevere head- ach, in conſequence of hav- 


ing been diſturbed in the night. At two o'clock 
in the afternoon, he took eighteen drops of 


laudanum, and immediately afterwards three : 
diſhes of very ſtrong coffee. He lay down 


upon 
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upon the bed, and endeavoured to compoſe 
himſelf to ſleep, his pain abated in half an 
hour, and in an hour was entirely removed; 
but he felt not the leaſt diſpoſition to fleep, 
although he is often drowſy after dinner, and 
ſottietimes indulges himſelf i in ſleeping at that 
time. 


Nov. 1ſt, he repeated on a fimilar PETTY 
the uſe of laudanum and coffee, in the like 
quantity as before. The effects were preciſely 
the ſame; he obtained eaſe from pain, but 
had no diſpoſition to ſleep. 


Nov. 16, he took eighteen drops of lauda- 
num, when under the head-ach, but without 
coffee. The opiate eompoſed him to ſleep in 
an hour, but did not entirely remove the pain 
in his head; 


Theſe facts, Dr. Percival obſerves, . 
a remark which he made in a former volume, 
that coffee is taken in large quantities with 
peculiar propriety by the Turks and Arabians, 
. becauſe it counteracts the narcotic effects of 
opium, to the uſe of which theſe nations are 
much addicted. 6 


Ihe following curious and important ob- 
ſervation our author informs us, 1s extracted 
| | 6 - 1+ Boa from 
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from a letter, with which he was favoured by 
Sir John Pringle, and which he here introduces 
as being connected with the ſubject. 

On reading the ſection on coffee, contained 
© m the ſecond volume of your Eſſays, one 
quality occurred to me which I had obſerved 
of that liquor, confirming what you have ſaid 
of its ſedative powers. It is the beſt abater 
of the periodic aſthma that I have ſeen. The 
coffee ought to be of the beſt Moccha, newly 
burnt, and made very ſtrong immediately 


after grinding it. 1 have commonly ordered 
an ounce for one diſh, which is to be tepeat- 


ed freſh after the interval of a quarter, or 
half an hour, and which I direct to be taken 
without milk or ſugar, The medicine in 
general is mentioned by Muſgrave, in his 
© treatiſe ' De Athritide Anomala; but I firſt 
heard of it, continues Sir John, from a phy- 
fſician of this place, whothaving onee practiſed 
at Litchfield, had been informed by the old 
0 people of that place, that Sir John Floyer, 
during the latter part of his life, kept free 
from, or at leaſt lived eaſy under, his aſthma, 
by the uſe of very ſtrong coffee. This diſ- 
© covery it ſeems he made after the publication 
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Jof his book upon that diſeaſe.” 
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So. far Sis John Pringle3, and our apthor 
concludes his marks upon this ſubject, with 
obſerving, chat ſinge the recoipt, of the above 
 Jetter he has frequently directed coffee i in the 


aſthma with r ſucceſs. 
1 1 9105 Loh 


Wenn c del Gam, the Lanes: 


Dr. Percival remarks that inſtances are to 
be found in different authors, of worms having 
been diſcharged from the lungs, particularly 
in Schenkius, in his Obſervationes Medicinales 
de pulmonibus in Morgagu?'s Epiſtles, and in 
TLientand. Hiſt. Auat. Med. As an inftance of 
the ſame kind the following caſe is related. 


Mr. Hanforth, aged 49 years, had been 
long troubled with a cough, and with a full- 
neſs and oppreſſion at his breaſt. He fre- 
quently expectorated lumps of black, gru- 
mous blood, which gave him relief. In Feb. 
1774, the oppreffion increaſed, and in the 
night he diſcharged, by coughing, two maſſes, 
one of the fize of a nutmeg, the other ſmaller. 
They were of the colour of chocolate. When 
the larger ſubſtance was opened, it was found 
to contain a conſiderable number of worms, 
like maggots, in à very lively ſtate. His cough 

C 3 | and 
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and expectoration, we are told, ſtill continue, 
but the oppreſſion at his breaſt is not ſo trou- 
bleſome, and the diſcharge of _— 
blood is leſs frequent. 


This patient's complaints were not t attended 
with any hectic ſymptoms; and he is unable 
to give any account of the origin of them, 
The late Dr. Watſon of Stock port, ſaw and 


examined the worms which he diſcharged 1 in 
this manner. 


In theſe ſections of the preſent work which 

treat of calculous concretions, different expe- 
riments are enumerated, both by Dr. Saunders 
of London, and our author, as proofs of the 
lirhontriptie effects of water impregnated with 
fixed air. In all theſe, diſtilled water ſaturat- 
ed with fixed air, conſtantly produced a dimi- 
nution of weight in ſych pieces: of human 
calculi as were immerſed in it ; while pieces 
of the ſame concretions, on being put for the 
ſame ſpace of time into ſimple diſtilled water, 
did not undergo wy kind of change, PS. - 


« 
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Recherches Hiſtorigues et Partiques „ fur la Section 


de la Symphyſe du Pubis, pratiqute pour ſupleer a 
Operation Czſarienne la 2 Octobre, 1777, ſur 
la Femme Souchot par M. Alphonſe le Roy, 

Dofteur Regent de la Faculte de Medicine de Pa- 
ris, Profeſſeur des Maladies des Femmes, & des 


Accouchemens. Paris, 8y0. 1778. 


N a former number of this work, we gave 
L an account of the bones of the pubis hav- 
ing been divided at their ſymphyſis, with a 
view to effect a delivery in the caſe of a narrow 
pelvis. This operation was performed by Mr. 
Sigault, an accoucheur in Paris. 


Although Mr, Sigault, however, was the 
actual operator in the caſe alluded to, and is, 
in fact, to be conſidexed as the perſon who, in 
the preſent age at leaſt, firſt propoſed ſuch 


an attempt; yet as Dr. Le Roy had been very 


active in his reſearches for forwarding the ope- 
ration, and was in reality preſent with Mr, 
Sigault, and even acted as his affiſtant on that 
occaſion, he thinks, therefore, that he is in 
ſome meaſure entitled to a ſhare, of Whatever 


applauſe the public may think due to ſuch a 
diſcovery, With a view to have this point aſ- 
certained, as well as to communicate to the 
world a particular account of the operation, 
and its conſequences, he has been induced to 
9 the preſent performance. 


The treatiſe before us is divided into three 
parts; in the firſt, the author gives an account 
of the different eas which ſeem to 


have pointed out the operation in queſtion # 
and of the different authors by whom it has 


been propoſed. In the ſecond we have an ac- 
count of the manner in which the operation 
was actually performed, together with a detail 
of the conſequences which enſued. And in 
the third part, the author endeavours to ac- 
count for theſe conſequences ; points out the 
means of preventing them in future, and af- 
terwards proceeds to enumerate ſuch circum- 
ſtances, as, he thinks, evidently indicate the 
neceſſity of having recourſe to this operation. 


In caſes of difficult labour from a narrow- 
neſs of the pelvis, the Cæſarian ſection has 
been the only recourſe both among the ancients 
and moderns ; but as in that operation the mo- 
ther almoſt always falls a facrifice, the preſent 
diſcovery, if it continues to ſucceed as well 

as 
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as it his hitherte dete, will bo doubt, be 
cbnſidered as oh of the moſt material 1 improve- 
ments that bas occutred in midwifery. | 


From different paſſages in the writings of 
Hippocrates and Galen, Mr. le Roy obſerves, 
it is evident that theſe authors were well ac- 
quainted with the mechaniſm of the bones of 
the pelvis, as they both ſpeak of the great 
flexibility of theſe bones, and of the extenſion 


they admit of at their different articulations in 
the time of labour. 2 | 


It was not, however, till about the pl 
1519, that any uſe was attempted to be made 
of this knowlege in aſſiſting the labours. of 
women. In this year we was told Jacques 
d' Amboiſe, a famous anatomiſt of Paris, hav- 
ing met with a female ſubje& who had ſuffered 
death a few days after delivery, took this op- 
portunĩty of demonſtrating to a number of 
his brethren, the very great mobility which at 


that period occurs in the bones of the female 
pelvis. 


One of d' Amboiſe's hearers, 2 8 ane- 
tomiſt, of the name of. Pineau, being tho- 
roughly convinced from what he had ſeen, that 
more uſe might be made in affiſting delivery 
than had hitherto been 2 of this great de- 

Sree 
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| gree of taxity which occurred in the female 
pelvis; after collecting all that had been ſaid 
upon the ſubject into the form of a treatiſe, 
propoſed, that, in order to aſſiſt nature as much 
as poſſible in producing a laxity and ſepara- 
tion of the bones of the pelvis, emollient ca- 
taplaſms and embrocations ſhould be kept con- 
ſtantly applied to their ſymphyſes during preg- 
nancy; and particularly to the ſymphyſis of 
the pubis. He even goes ſo far as to propoſe, 
but with great diffidence, that in difficult caſes 
the pubis might be ſeparated by a 2 8 of 
the ſymphyſis. 


No operation, however, was ever attempted 
in conſequence of this doctrine; but in the 
year 1768, our author informs us, a treatiſe 
was preſented to the ſurgeons of Paris by Mr. 
Sigault, in which it is propoſed to divide the 
pubis at its ſymphyſis, by means of a ſec- 
tion in caſes where it had been uſual to have 
recourſe to the Cæſarian operation.—By this 
means, he obſerves, a ſeparation of the bones 
of the pubis from each other can be obtained, 
at leaſt to the extent of an inch. 


The objection ſtarted to this operation, was, 
that in ſuch caſes, where it became neceſſary 
to have recourſe to the Cæſarian operation, 
| the 
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che ſeparation of an inch in-the bones. of ithe 
pubis would not be ſufficient 3 and that, from 
a variety of circumſtances,” there was reaſon ta 
ſuppoſe that although à delivery ſnould be ef: 
fected in this manner, the bones: Fey nt af- | 
terwards reunite. WL 


In a ſhort time, e this un objefion cg, 
was in a great meaſure removed, by an expe- 


riment of Dr. Camper of Holland, who put 


the operation propoſed in practice upon a 
ſow, newly delivered of her pigs. The ſow 

continued to give ſuck to her young, walked 
about, and the bones to all e were 1 
ſoon perfectly reunited. 


In this fituation the matter reſted, when i in 
the year 1773, our author, we are told, com- 
menced his reſearches on this ſubject.— The 
operation of dividing the ſymphyſis of the pubis 
was performed upon a variety of ſubje&ts, both 


male and female; in the former, any ſeparation 


of the bones that could be obtained by theſe 


means was exceedingly trifling. This was alſo 


the caſe in female ſubjects Who had not died in 
child-bed ; but in theſe, indeed, a very conſider- 
able ſeparation was always obtained, though 
never near ſo much as would be neceſſary for 
effecting a deliyery in the caſe of'a very narrow 


pelvis. 
As 


nt the ſymphyſte, in women, near to, or mme- 


* 1 E T © AL 


A in db che dicke dtions of this kind, which | 
Dy. le Roy had been concerned, it had uni- 

formly happened that a much greater ſepara- 
tlon could be obtained, by dividing the pubis 


diately after delivery, than in other ſubjects, 
be naturally endeayoored to diſcover the cauſe 
col this. He ſoon found, he ſays, that in pro- 
portion as women advance in their pregnancy, 

a degree of ſoftneſs and flaccidity takes place, 
not only in the muſcular and other ſoft parts, 
but even in the cartilages and bones, and as 
| his change is always moſt evident in thoſe 
parts which compoſe the pelvis, he concludes 
it to be an operation of nature, intended for 
Promoting a more eaſy delivery of the child. 
| Theſe cartilaginous ſubſtances eſpecially, which 
-form the junction of the bones of the pelvis, 
are at the time of delivery, he obſerves, in 
'fuch'a very ſpongy lax ſtate, that they can be 
divided N er greateſt eaſe by the Point of 2 
lancet. 
Having Nudeisg himſelf abſolutely ont | 
with reſpect to this fact, it next occurred to 
our author, that if the operation could be per- 
formed Y ypon a ſubject newly dead, before the 


natural 
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nul meat was emirely-diffipated, ae 
degree of ſeparation of the bones would pro- 
bably be obtained than was found to be pro- 
duced by the age means Fre a * not 
ſo recent. „eee OP: .. 
A ſubject in this Gti, os widerines 4 
performing the operation, was ſcarcely to he 
expected; at laſt, however, in the year 1774. 
our author obtained permiffion of the frientls = 
of a woman, newly dead in labour, to put this 
operation in practice. Every thing now an- 
ſwered his expectations. Inſtead of an ãnch and 
a quarter, which was all the ſeparation /f the 
bones he had ever before been able to obtain, 
he now found, to his great ſatisfaction, that an 
opening of at leaſt two inches and a half equld 
be eaſily produced, which he ſuppoſes would, 
in the narroweſt pelvis that ean occur, admit 
of a free paſſage equal to every want. After 
Anxiouſly waiting for an opportunity of putting ; 
the operation in practice upon a living perſon, 
at laſt a caſe occurred on the ad of October, 
1777, in which, it was judged proper to have 
recourſe to it. The woman was much de- 
formed, had ſuch a narrow, pelvis, that 3 in four 
former deliveries the children ,were all, dead, 
and in one of them it was found neceflary to 
bripg che child away piece meal by the crotchet. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Sigault was the perſon employed to perform 
the operation, and he, we are informed, de- 
fired the Preſence and. aſſiſtance of our au- 
thor. 2 wat | | wh | 
On nee the patient, the a. feet 
were found to preſent, but as it was thought 
impoſſible for the head to paſs through the 
upper part of the pelvis where it reſted, and 
where the diameter did not, to the feel, ap- 
pear to be above two inches and half, and eſpe- 
cially as it had never been found practicable, as 
was already remarked, to deliver this woman 
of a living child; it was therefore reſolved to 
proceed immediately to the operation. 


The patient being laid upon a table, and pro- 
perly ſecured, an incifion was made with a biſ- 
tourie immediately above the ſymphyſis of the 
pubis through the common teguments, and 
other ſoft parts, and afterwards the cartilage 
was divided by the ſame inſtrument. During 
the operation, the thighs were held up by the 
aſſiſtant, and kept at a proper diſtance. After 
dividing the ſoft parts through one half of 
their length, the cartilage was then cut, and 
the diviſion of the ſofter parts was afterwards 
completed. A ſeparation of the bones, of 
fully more than two inches and a half, was thus 

pro- 
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procured, and a living child was extracted by | 
the vagina with very great caſe, 8 


The ſeparation, we are told, was very ſoon 
finiſhed, very little blood was "loſt ; and the 
thighs being laid together, after all was finiſn- 
ed, a very trifling opening in the pubis was 
found to remain. A proper bandage being ap- 
plied round the loins, ſo as to prevent the mo- 
tion of the bones as much as poſſible, the pa- 


tient was immediately put into bed, and left 
to reſt. 8 | 


A very circumſtantial account is e | 
given by our author, of the appearances of the 
ſore, and ſtate of the patient, at the different 
dreſſings. Of theſe we cannot pretend to give 
a minute detail ; it is ſufficient to ſay, that in 
leſs than' two months from the. operation, the 
patient was entirely cured of the ſore, the bones 
ſeemed to be perfectly re-united, and the was 
in every way ſo well, as to be able to go and 
ſhew herſelf to a meeting of the faculty of me- 
dicine, who, with a view to have every Cir-. 
cumſtance, with reſpect to this i important ope- 
ration, thoroughly aſcertained, had, as ſoon, as 
they were informed of its being put in prac- 
tice, appointed two of their number to make | 
every neceſſary examination for that purpoſe. - 


The 


a MEDICAL 


The moſt material-circumſtances which hap- 
pened during the cure were, frequent febrile 
acceſſions, and a copious flow of a ſerqus 

Kind of fluid, very much reſembling urine, 

The formet of theſe, the different attacks of 
fever, were always found to proceed from ir- 

regulatities in diety by the patient indulging 
herſelf with plentiful meals, at a time when 
the loweſt diet was preſcribed for her. 


The diſcharge of conſiderable quantities of 
"a urinous kind of fluid appeared to retard the 
3 cure, and proved a diſtreſfing circumſtance to 
the gentlemen concerned, as it was difficult 
either to detect the cauſe, or to find out a re- 
medy. The urethra having been cut in the 
operation, gave ſome reaſon to ſuſpect the diſ- 
charge to come from that quarter, but it after- 
wards appeared that it could not probably 
come from thence, that canal having met with 

no injury towards its neck ; and befides, the 
diſcharge did not continue conſtant, but ap- 
peared only at times. 


Our author here offers a conjecturg which, 
be obſerves, he has long entertained. He ima- 
gines, that we are not as. yet altogether. ac- 
quainted with the organs employed for the ſe- 
cretion of urine; and he adopts an opinion 
: long 


— 
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jong ügb propþofed by Ruyſh, that it is ptoba⸗ 
ble the cellular membrane, whick ſurrouiids 
the neck of the bladder, has 4 Gorlffderdbte 
ſhare in the production of this ſecretion. In 
the directions given by our author for per. 
forming this operation in future, we are de- 
ſired to have a catheter introduced into the ure- 
thra, to ſerve as a direction for avoiding that 
canal; and for the ſame reaſon as the urethta 
inclines more to the right fide than to the left, 
he adviſes the inciſion, both of the ſoft parts, 
and of the cartilage, to be ſomewhat to the 
left fide, and not dire&ly in the middle of the 
pubis. By keeping to one fide, we have alſo 
this advantage, that the ſuſpenſory ligament of 
the bladder is avoided. 

We are directed, in making the incifion'of the 
cartilage, not to keepthe thighs widely aſunder, 
to avoid the danger of occaſioning a rupture 

of the internal ligaments, by the ſudden ſepa- 
ration of the bones which would be thereby 
produced. It is better, our author obſerves, 
to make a gradual extenſion after the bones are 
completely ſeparated, 


Towards the end of the publication, our 


author informs us, that the operation had by 


that time been performed on other two women 
Vol. VI, No. 21. D with 
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with the greateſt ſucceſs; firſt, by Mr. Deſpres, 
a ſurgeon and man-midwife, at St. Paul de 
Leon, en Bretagne, and afterwards ** Mr. 
ee ſurgeon at Mons. 


Theſe are the moſt material particulars 
which relate immediately to the operation in 
queſtion, and we are ſorry the nature of our 
work does not admit of a more extenfive de- 
tail of the intereſting remarks, which every 
where occur in this performance. 


1 


Diſſertatio Medica Inauguralis de Calculo Renum 


& Peſicæ. Auftore Simone Lanphier, 8v0. 
. Edinburg. 


UR author, after an accurate enumeration, 
of the different ſymptoms, found to oc- 
cur in caſes of calculus of the kidneys, and of 
the bladder, gives the following definition of 
the diſorder of which he propoſes to treat. 


Difficilis et dolorifica, guttata ſæpius et ar- 
dens mictio, ſubitanea quandoque inter min- 
gendum ſuppreſſio, urina ſabuloſa; mucoſa ; 
ſepe purulenta; et foetida dolore perinæi 
gravante ; * : l £ high 


The 


— 
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The remote cauſes of diſeaſes of this kind, 
he divides into the prediſpoſing and exciting 
cauſes : under the former head are included all 
fuch articles of diet, and other circumſtances, 
as tend to the formation of that earthy matter 
ſo univerſally preſent in urine; and by the term 
Exciting Cauſes, is meant, all ſuch as have any 
tendency to collect the particles of this earthy 


matter into one hedy. 


citing cauſes of this diſorder, our author re- 
marks, may be ranked under two different 
heads; thoſe which more eſpecially may be 
conſidered as of an internal nature; and thoſe 


The occaſional, or ex- 


again which have evidently ariſen from the in- 
ttoduction of extraneous bodies into the blad- 
der; of the former kind, are, blood, or co- 
agulable lymph extravaſated; pus; mucus; 
the urinary paſſages being deprived of their 
natural mucus, ſo as to give riſe to inflamma- 


tion, and tumours originating from the inter- 


nal ſurface of the bladder. Of the latter kind, 
or extraneous bodies, acting as a nuclei to 


ſtones in the bladder, a variety of examples, 
we are told, are to be found in different au- 


thors, but eſpecially in Haller and Nuck, de- 
monſtrating the influence of theſe. 
In the method of treatment, we are favour- 


ed with the detail o 


f a number of experiments, 


D 2 


made 


W 


thi! 
10 
lt 
' 
| 

| 

4 


4 


#1 
- 
l . 
) 
: „ 
: 
7 « 
7) 
1 
| j 
PS. ; 
ol l 
: 
. 
5 
I. 
- . 
15 
1 
1 
* 
5 
= 
l 
1 
A | 
: 
_ 
* 
I. + 4 
: 
© 4 
oY 
„„ 
a 
Ws + 
: l 
. 
1 
RE 
111 
£ 
: 
15 
11 
We | 
WW : 
j 
- * 
8 
= 
17 
1 
1 
= 
- - 
1 
o 
L 3 
| 
ll 
1 
| | 
: 


— Ny — — 
= 
. 
* — ä = LA. — 
2 2 — — | eo wen, - a 
Wy — Tye N 3 * 
- — = — — = 
45 _ och n 82 — — - 1 
-_= > - _- 1 
7 — — 
6＋ÿ! 12323 ——ůů — Ä— — . ð 2 — 


« N 


made by our author, with a view of determin- 
ing the effects of different medicines in com- 
mon uſe as lithontriptics; but particularly dif- 
ferent kinds of alkaline ſalts, lime-water, ſoaps 
uva urſi, fixed air, and different kinds of acids. 
We ſhall here recapitulate a few. of the ex- 
periments upon each of theſe ; and firſt with, 
reſpect to alkaline medicines, 


Experiment 2. 


A piece of human calculus, weighing nine. 
grains and a half, was immerſed i in three ounces: 
and a half of water and a drachm of cauſtic. 
alkali ; the phial, containing the mixture, be- 
ing properly corked, was placed in a degree 
of heat equal to 98 of Fahrenheit's thermo- 
meter. In the ſpace of 25 hours, the ſtone 


was found to have loſt five grains and a half 


of its original weight. 


Exper. 3. 


The n of a calculus, weighing ſe ven. 
grains, being added to two outices of oleum 
tartari per deliquium, and the mixture being 
allowed to remain in a degree of heat equal to 
98, or 100, of Fahrenheit's ſcale, for the ſpace 


| thirty-two hours, the piece of ſtone was found 


t have el a Jp. in weight, 


Exper. 
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Exper. 4. 

To a mixture, conſiſting of four ounces of 
recent urine, and a drachm of cauſtic alkali, 
a fragment of a calculus, weighing fix grains; 
was added, and on its being placed, for the 
ſpace of 24 hours, in a heat equal to 93, or 
zoo of Fahtenheit, a ſandy kind of. ſediment 


was obſerved to be depoſited, but the Kone had 
loſt notking of its weight. 


Exper. 5. 
One hundred drops of mild fixed alkali be- 
ing added to four ounces of recent urine, and 
the mixture being placed for the ſpace of 32 
Hours in the 100 degree of heat, the urine 
was found to have depoſited a ſandy ſediment. 


Exper. 5. 
A fragment of a calculus, weighing nine- 
teen grains, being added. to a drachm of rege- 
nerated tartar, diffolved in three ounces of 
diſtilled water, the mixture was placed in 2 
heat of 98 or 100 degrees, and after remain- 


ing there 34 hours, the ſtone was found t to 
have loſt none of its weight. The ſame expe- 


riment being repeated with urine, inſtead of 
water, the reſult was exactly ſimilar. 


923 
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Exper. 8. 

To a quantity of ſpirit of Mindereri, made 
with juice of lemons, and half a drachm of 
volatile alkali, three ounces of diſtilled water 
were added, together with a fragment of a hu- 
man calculus weighing 16 grains, the mixture 
having remained 34 hours, in a heat varying 
from gg to 100 degrees of Fahrenheit's ſcale; 
the ſtone was then found to weigh only twelve 
grains. 

i Exper. 9. 

The ſame experiment being repeated with 
freſh urine, inſtead of diſtilled water, the re- 
ſult was exactly the ſame as mentioned 1 in ex 
| periment 8, 

| Exper. 10. 

A quantity of fixed air was added to two 
ounces of, cauſtic alkali, which did not previ- 
ouflz produce much efferveſcence with the vi- 
<rioke acid ; but which afterwards efferveſced 
very violently with that acid. A drachm of 
this lixivium being added to four ounces of 
recent urine, a fragment of a calculus weigh- 
ing ſix grains, was immerſed in the mixture. 
After the phial had ſtood 40 hours in a heat, 
vary ing from 96 to 102 degrees, the ſtone had 
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Joſt nothing of its weight, but a copious ſandy | 
ſediment was found depoſited. 

From theſe experiments, the following con- 
cluſions, our author thinks, may be drawn. 
That the cauſtic alkali is poſſeſſed of a ſolyent 
power, though only in a ſmall degree when 
conjoined with urine, and that the milder fixed 
alkali has no property of this nature. That 
as the cauſtic alkali differs only from the latter 
in being deprived of fixed air; and as fixed 
air is found in great abundance both in the ſto- 
mach, inteſtines, and in the urine, that by the 
time it reaches a calculus in the urinary paſ- 
ſages, it will probably have been in a great 
meaſure deprived of its active powers. 


As the ſtrength of cauſtic alkali is alſo in a 
great meaſure deſtroyed, by its meeting either 
with an acid, or with any oily ſubſtance; and 
as medicines of this nature muſt always, , Our 
author obſerves, meet both with acid and oih 
admixtures in the primæ vie, he thinks, there- 
fore, that no great dependence can be placed 
on them as ſolvents of urinary calculi. 


* 
— — — 
— — -- - — 
— - 


_ - _ — 2 — r = * — - 5 - : 
— * 
2 — he — 26 — - ＋ ”- a * - wY. »- * 7 & * _ 
” 2 W RI za a2 a - 
- — : 2 ; *% = a =. * be - - i . 
7 —— — * 2 A — / 4 . 4 — 2 — — oy „ * - 
\ N 4 N — — — = — ET —— — - as - 
8 * Fs __ — — — — — = - 
- - - —— — - v» wa 
— — — — — — —_— _— — — —_— — * 24 = 
- N — — 4 — 
2 — — — — _— — — — — — 2 — —— - — — 
— 0 — — — — — — — — — - _ 
— — — — = — — 5 
—— _ — 1 
— — — — 
_ Aw - 
y NO ror or ny — — — 


—_—w- t - 
— — 


- 8 F 
. — y. 3 
» — — — — ä—U— 24 —.—Sʒ— 
To — —— 
- — —— _ — 
— —  —— — — — 
— 


— — 


— — 


— — 


pieces of ſtone were of a remarkably hard tex- 


mixture being placed in a heat varying from 


8 Sy bog 
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1 


F 
3H 
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On Line cas. 
Exper. 11. 13. TY and 14. 


ln theſe four experiments, different pieces 
of calculi were added to lime- water, and kept 
a conſiderable time in different degrees of heat, 
from 62 to 109, without any evident change 
being produced on the ſtones, But as theſe 


ture, the following ape 1 were put in 
practice. N 


Expert. 15. 


A piece of ſtone, of a oft texture; N | 


ing ten grains, was added to three ounces of 
lime-water, and as much freſh urine, The 


98 to 100 degrees, and having remained there 
48 hours, the ſtone, on examination, had loſt 
none of its weight, but a Tang eln was 
found depolited, 


Expert. 1). 


"Three ounces and a half of lime-water were 
added to a quantity of ſandy fœces, gathered 
from urine four days old. The mixture, which 
at firſt was "ek and muddy, immediately 

"oe 
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became clear, and depoſited a white ſediment. 
It was allowed to ſtand four days, when no de- 
gree of ſandy or ſtony matter could be per- 
ceived, either on the bottom or fides of the 
veſſel. 


| " Exper, 18. 

Five ounces of freſh urine were added to 
four ounces of lime-water, with one drachm 
of vinegar, and the mixture left in a heat of 
64 degrees. 

Exper. 1. 

Five ounces of recent urine, together with 
18 grains of a calculus,. were added to four 
ounces of lime- water ſaturated with fixed air, 
and the mixture was then placed in 64 . 


Exper. 20. 


Ten grains of calculus were added to fire 
ounces of lime - water, ſaturated with fixed air, 
and the phial placed i in a heat of 64 degrees. 


At the ſame time, fiye ounces of recent urine, 
intended as a ſtandard, was placed in the ſame 
degree of heat, After the ſpace of ſixty hours, 
the pieces of calcult had loſt nothing of their 
weight, but the mixture in Exper. 19, had 
depoſited a ſmall ſediment ; and the ſtandard 


was found to have parted with a | conlidershis 8 


quantity of ſand. 
From 
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From theſe experiments our author con- 
cludes, that the lithontriptic powers of lime- 
water are but very trifling 3 but that it ſeems. 


to have ſome effect in altering the nature of 
urine, By this means it may, perhaps, pre- 


vent any farther formation of calculi after it 
has been had recourſe to; and from experience 
it has been known, he obſerves, to give eaſe 


in caſes of calculus, without, however, acting 


as a ſolvent of the different ſtones. In proof 
of this, ſome quotations are here made from 
the writings of Doctors Alſton and e on 
this ſubject. 


Some experiments are next related, that were 
obs with a view to determine the lithontrip- 
tic effects of ſoap and of uva urſi. The for- 
mer was found to have but a very trifling effect 
as a ſolyent; and ſuch pieces of calculi as were 
added to infuſions of the uva urſi, inſtead of 
lofing any part of their weight, uniformly gain- 
ed conſiderable additions. 


As our author ſuppaſes uva urſi to be poſs 
ſeſſed of a certain degree of ſedative power 
in common with the aſtringents, he thinks its 
having been ſo much extolled by Dr. de Haen, 
for the relief it affords in caſes of ſtone, 
may be accounted for upon this principle. 

1 
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on fixed Air, — 16 


© 1 2 \ 


WP EN Exper. . | 

The fragment of a calculus, weighing ſeven 
grains, was ſuſpended in a ſtream of fixed air. 
After having remained in that ſituation twenty- 
four hours, it was found to have 8 a 
grain in weight, 


Exper. 26. 


© Twenty-two grains of calculus were im- 

merſed in a quantity of water, ſaturated with 
fixed air; after the ſpace of a few days, the 
ſtone was found to have loſt only one grain and 
a half of its weight, although, during almoſt 
all that period, a ſtream of fixed air was paſſ- 
ing conſtantly 1 into the water from an ellerveſ. 
cing mixture} 2 1 t et en 
| 8 

Nineteen grains of calculus being added to 
eight ounces of water, ſaturated with fixed air, 
the phial was immediately ſealed up; and placed 
in a heat varying from the 95th to the 104th 
degree of Fahrenheit's ſcale; after the ſpace of 
50 hours, the Piece of ſtone was found to have 
acquired a grain ; for, at the end of that Rees, 0 
it weighed twenty grains. Saad as RIF Us 
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To theſe experiments it may, perhaps, be 
objected, that a fufficient quantity of fixed air 
was not added to the water; but our author 
obſerves, that no ſtone in the bladder, or kid- 
neys, can ever habe ſuch a quantity of fixed 
air applied to it as was here made uſe of. : 


Experiments with different Acids. 
| Exper. 31. 

Tube fragment of a calculus, weighing nine 
grains, being added to three ounces of water, 
acidulated with ſpirit of nitre, the mixture 
was placed in a heat varying from 94 to 100 
degrees. After having remained there fifteen 
hours, the ſtone was found to have loſt a grain 


and an half of its weight, and was become 
much more brittle than it was before. 


Exper. 32. | 

A fragment of a calculus, weighing five 
en being added to five ounces of water, 
moderately acidulated with the muriatic acid, 
at did not loſe a grain of its original weight, 

after * remained 1 in it fifteen 1 
© "Exper, 33. 
* To four ounces of water, moderate] * acidu- 
lated with the vitriolic acid, a fragment of a 


p 


. | 
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calculus, weigh ing five grains, was added. Af- 

ter the ſpace of ' 15 hours, the ſtone was en- 
tirely reduced to a powder. This experiment 
was often repeated, and always with the fame 
reſult, A ſaturated mixture of the vitriolic 
acid, with the yolatile alkali, was likewiſe found 
to be poſſeſſed of ſtrong lithontriptic powers, 


From theſe experiments, our author is led 
to conſider the acid of vitriol as a powerful 
ſolvent of human calculi. And as it may 
probably reach the urinary paſſages with as lit- 
tle change as any medicine we are acquainted. 
with, he concludes that it may often be 
had recourſe to with adyantage in caſes of 
ſtone. Independently, of its lithontriptic 
powers, he thinks too that it may be uſeful as _ 


an aſtringent and ſedative in the ſame manner 
as uva urſi. | 


How far accurate obſervation in future-prac- 

tice will tend to confirm, or refute, the conclu- 
fions which Dr. Lanphier. draws from the trials 
he has made, we will not pretend to ſay; but 
every attempt to improve the healing art, on 


the ſolid baſis of rational experiment, demands 
attention, and merits. approbation. And it: is 
much to be wiſhed, that candidates for medi- 
cal honours would rather give proofs. of their 


in- 
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induſtry and genius in this line, than in copy- 
ing from the lectures of teachers, or the writ- 


ings of practical authors, which are in the [ 
hands of every body. | 


VIL 


Exercitatio Therapentica Inauguralis exhibens Obſer- 
wationes quaſdam de Uſu Aque frigide externo. 
Auctore Samuele * Athill, Antiguenfi. 
8vo. Edinb. | 


O change has lately taken place in the 

practice of medicine, which can be con- 
fidered as of more importance than the uſe 
which is made of the influence of cold acting, 
either generally, or partially, on the human 
ſyſtem. And of the different methods of ob- 
taining the effects of it, no one is more fre- 
quently had recourſe to, than the application 
of cold water But when we confider that this 
mode of cure is not only uſed by the direc- 
tion of regular practitioners, but reſorted to 
by numbers influenced chiefly by faſhion, there 
can be no doubt that it will frequently be pro- 
ductive of bad as well as good effects. Every 
attempt, therefore, to aſcertain by experiment 


its real Properties, and the principles upon 
05 which 
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which it acts, muſt be confidere@ as meriting at- 
tention. It is with this view, that we now pro- 
poſe to preſent our readers with an analyſis of 
Dr. Athill's diſſertation, which every where 
affords proof of the eee and Op 
of the author. | 


This differtation is divided into three "RY 
ters; in the firſt of theſe the author endea- 
vours to determine and explain the operation 
and effects of cold-bathing on the human 
ſyſtem, as a proper baſis for future reaſoning. 
Dr. Athill begins this chapter with a relation. 
of the phenomena which occur in cold-bath- 
ing; and that he might be able to deſcribe 
theſe not from fancy, or the authority of 


others, but from his un obſervation, he has 
had recourſe to experiments. 


In theſe experiments, while other appear- 
ances are not neglected, his chief aim ſeems 
to have been to determine theſe changes which 
the cold bath induces, on the ftate of circula- 
tion, on reſpiration, and on the heat of the 
body. Without entering into a particular 
detail of theſe experiments, we ſhall reckon it 
ſufficient to take notice of ſome of the general 
conclufions, which follow from the trials he 
has made, From his experiments it appears, 


that 


— 
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that notwithſtanding the ſucceſſive feelings of 
cold and of heat, which accompany, or imme- 


diately follow, cold bathing, the body has in 


general returned to its natural temperature 


within the ſpace of half an hour. It further 


appears, that during the ſenſe of glowing heat, 


which enſues ſoon after leaving. the bath, a 
thermometer, by proper application to the. 
body, is not in an equal ſpace of time, raiſed 
to the ſame height as before immerſion. 


The influence of the cold bath on circula- ; 


tion, ſeems to be {till more conſiderable than 
on the heat of the body. When the pulſe is 
reckoned in the bath immediately after im- 
merſion, it is found to be very conſiderably 
accelerated, riſing in ſome inſtances from 
ſeventy ſtrokes in the minute, to an hundred! 


and twenty. If however the perſon remain 


for a few minutes in the bath, it is found to 
be more ſlow, ſmall, and quick, than before 
immerſion ; and in this ſtate it is in general 
found to be ſoon aſter leaving the bath, even 
in caſes where the ſtay-in the water has been 
very ſhort. But in à few minutes after 
coming out of the water, its celerity is again 
ſo far encreaſed, as to rife conſiderably above 
the natural ſtandard, On reſpiration. it has 
des the 


* 
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the effect either of immediately encreafing its 
celerity, or of rendering it very irregular, 


Beſides theſe particulars, he alſo, with great 
accuracy, enumerates and deſcribes the various 
ſenſations which it excites, and appearances 
which it produces; and from theſe phænomena, 
founded on obſervation, he next proceeds to 
deduce the principles on which it operates, 
He thinks that the phænomena, which attend 
coid bathing afford evidence that it operates 
in four different principles; and he refers its 
effects to its influence as a ſtimulant, as a 
conic, as a ſedative, and as altering the courſe 
of the blood, 


| He next endeayours to determine from what 
_ cauſes theſe effects, taking place upon the em- 
ployment of cold bathing, are derived ; and he 
particularly conſiders how far they can be ex- 
plained, from the preſſure of the water on the ſur- 
face, from the effect ariſing from different im- 
pregnations, whether of the ſaline, ſulphure- 
ous, or metallic kind, and from the ſudden 
change of temperature. Although he is in- 
clined to imagine that ſomething may be re- 
ferred to the two firſt principles, yet he con- 
ſiders its effects as chiefly preferable to the 
latter, the ſudden action of cold. And he 


farther obſerves, that the good effects which 
Ver. VI. No. 21. E cold 
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cold bathing has in the removal of diſeaſes, 
are probably not a little aided from its being 
performed at watering-places, where the mind 
is relaxed from buſineſs, and exhilarated by 
amuſements. 


Having thus coma to Ani the 
effects, and explain the operation of cold bath» 
ing, Dr. Athill proceeds in the ſecond chapter 
to conſider, how far theſe effects are diverſified 
by different modes of applying it, and what 
advantages are to be expected from each, 
Here he chiefly confiders the effects of diver- 
ſity in the degree of temperature, and in the 
manner of application. With reſpect to tem- 
perature, he points out the different effects 
of ſpring or ſea water, without any artificial 
change of temperature, and of the ſame 
waters artificially heated or cooled to cer- 
tain degrees. And with reſpect to the 
manner of application, he obſeryes, that 
this is conſiderably varied as being general 
or partial. Under the firſt he confiders the 
effects of ſudden immerſion, of affuſion or the 
ſhower bath, and of merely waſhing the ſur- 
face; and under the ſecond, he treats of the in- 
fluence of the partial application of cold 
water, both as affecting the part to which it 
is immediately applied, and as affecting the 

| ſyſtem 
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ſyſtem in general. But any proper analyſis of 
his obſervations on theſe ſubjects, would ex- 
tend to a greater length than the limits of our 
publication will allow. We ſhall therefore 
conclude this article with a few remarks, drawn 
from the laſt chapter, in which he treats of the 
uſe and abuſe of cold bathing, when n 
for medical purpoſes. 


In the third chapter of this diſſertation, Dr. 
Athill firſt endeavours to point out the general 
indications of cure which cold bathing is fitted 
to fulfil; and, after endeavouring to deduce 
theſe from what he had before. attempted to 
eſtabliſh, with reſpect to its operation, he gives 


the following view of them, under the form of 
a table, 


General n which « cold 1 bathing may 
be employed to fulfil. 
I, From its ſtimulant power. 
4. To obviate morbid affections of { the 
circulation, 


b. To remoye a 'niorbid diminution of 
ſenſe or motion, 


II. From its tonic power. 5 
a. To remove original delicacy of habit, 
5. To reſtore vigour either to the whole 
ſyſtem, or to parts particularly debilitated. 
| E 2 en <p. BO 
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c. To produce a conftrition on the o ori, 
ſices of ruptured veſſels. 1875 
III. From its ſedative power. 
a. To obviate morbid affections in the 
ſtate of action of the brain. 
5. To diminiſh morbid irritability, 


c. To counteract a tendency to inordinate 
motions. 


IV. From its influence, as altering the ba- 

lance of circulation. 

a. To' diminiſh the i impetus of blood on 

the ſurface of the body. 

5. To produce a temporary increaſe of 

determination ta the abdominal and thoracic 
vifcera, | 


The contraingications to the uſe of cold 
bathing, which are nearly the oppoſite of the 
circumſtances mentioned above, he refers alſo 
to the ſame general heads, and of theſe he gives 
the following view. 


General effects of cold hathing from which 
it may prove hurtful. 

57 From exceſs of ſtimulant power. 
g. By exciting violent agitation of the 

whole ſyſtem, 

5. By inducing morbid action of the 

m. e 
* II, From 
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II. From exceſs of tonic power. 
4. By diminiſning the natural eee 


to free motion. 8 
65. By reftraining lutary evacuations. 


III. From exceſs of ſedative power. 
43. By diminiſhing the grncral e 
of the nervous influence. | 
5. By deſtroying the ſenſibility of parti- 
cu nerves. 


IV. From its producing changes in the di- 
ſtribution of the fluids, to which the condition 
of the ſyſtem 1 is not adapted. 

a. By increafing the impetus of the 
blood to viſcera previouſly in a morbid ſtate. 

b. By diminiſhing the force of circula- 
tion, and heat on the furface of the body. 

After theſe general obſervations on the good 
and bad effects which may be expected to re- 
ſult from the external application of cold wa- 
ter, Dr. Athill concludes his diſſertation, by 
applying theſe doctrines more immediately to 
uſe; and with this view he offers many prac- 
tical remarks on the proper adminiſtration of 
this mode of cure in particular diſeaſes. Here 
he follows ſtrictly the order laid down by Dr. 
Cullen in his Noſology; and from the obſerva- 
tions of the moſt accurate practitioners, he en- 
E 3 deavours 
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deavours to draw a confirmation of his own 
doctrine, and to point out the good or bad con- 
ſequences, which may reaſonbly be expected to 
reſult from the external uſe of cold water in par- 
ticular diſeaſes. As theſe, however, are to be 
confidered as chiefly the obſervations of pre- 
ceding writers, it would be here improper to 
give any analyſis of them. And we may con- 
clude the preſent article with obſerving, that 
the path which our author has followed, ac- 
curate experiments and careful obſervation, un- 
queſtionably lead to the moſt important 1 im- 
provements in the healing art, 


SECT. 
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Medical Obſervations. 


J. 

An Extract f a Letter from Mr. Charles Hall, 
Surgeon to the 14th Regiment of Infantry, to 
Dr. Ralph Thickneſs, at Wig gan, in Lanca- 
fbire, dated St. Auguſtin, Eaſt Florida, the 14th 


of May, 1774. Giving an Account of a new 
Species of Palſy. Communicated to Dr. Duncan, 


Ermit me to take this opportunity of com- 
-municating to you the following account 
of a ſpecies of palſy. It ariſes from one of the 
vertebræ ſtarting outwards, and forming an acute 
angle with the medulla ſpinalis. As the riſing 
is — the numbneſs inereaſes gradually, 
E 4 till, 
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till, by the preſſure on the medulla, the patient 
is deprived of the uſe of his legs. This takes 
ſeveral months to accompliſh, and were nothing 
further to follow, the patient would remain in 
this helpleſs ſtate during life. But as the ver- 
tebræ that are in contact with the diſeaſed ver- 
tebra are affected, that above begins to riſe gra- 
dually, but not to a level with the center-ver- 
tebra; and afterwards the vertebra below riſes 
to an equal height with the upper one, ſo as to 
make the angle leſs acute; which, I preſume, 
has the effect of taking off the preſſure on the 
medulla, When this is accompliſhed, the 
ſenſe of feeling; and the uſe of the limbs are 
gradually reſtored. I have neither ſeen nor 
heard of an author that deſcribes a palſy arifing 
from this cauſe, and therefore apprehend that 
it is a caſe that rarely happens. On this ac- 
count it might be proper to make it more ge- 
nerally known ; becauſe two inſtances have oc- 
curred to . my knowlege, where ingenious 
practitioners were perplexed for want of hav- 
ing ſeen or heard of a fimilar cafe; as no 
ſymptom led them to ſuſpect the vertebræ to 
be the cauſe, there being no pain in the part 
affected during the confinement of the patient. 
It is a caſe that muſt be left moſtly to nature; 
and though no material benefit can be derived 

f from 


COMMENTARHIES. 5 


from medicines, yet it is a great ſatisfaction 
to the patient, (after finding no relief from what 
has been preſeribed, and having the proſpect of 
remaining ſo for life) to hear the caſe explain; 
ed, and to be told that nature will probably 
work a cure in the courſe of two or three years, 
ſo as to enable him to walk with the affiſtance 
of crutches: when the patient is on the reco. 
very, ſtimulating embrocations and frictions 
to the limbs may aſſiſt. | 
« At the time of writing this, I have a patient, 
Alex. Cameron, of the 29th regiment, that 
has remained paralytic a year and halſ from a 
diſeaſed' vertebra near the centre of the back, 
who is now on the recovery. The other caſe, 
hinted at above, and which happened before I 
left England, was of Mr. ——, in Chefhire;; 
who was a corpulent man, and who lived up- 
wards of eight years after the recovery of his 
limbs, ſo as to walk with crutches, without 
any farther complaint in his back. : 
©] have heard of an inſtance of the vertebra 
coll; being diſeaſed in the ſame way, when the 
whole body became paralytic excepting the head, 
and the patient recovered, as in ſimilar caſes. 
But the attendants neither knew the cauſe" of 
the diſeaſe, or the recovery, which therefore 


was confidered as being almoſt miraculous.” 
Addi» 
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Addition to Mr. HAL 1's letter wk Dr. 
THICKNESS: 0 


To the above account, eee from Mc. 
Hall's letter, I may add, that the author, being 
returned from Eaſt Florida, has lately informed 
me, that Alexander, Cameron was afterwards 
able to walk a mile without crutches, and was 
to have been ſent to England, but that a year 
and a half after recovering ſo far the uſe of 
his limbs, he-died of a-fever. 


Since Mr. Hall's arrival in England he lofe 
the contents, he informs me, of this paper 
in the hands of Dr. Hunter, Profeſſor of ana- 
tomy at London; who, with great politeneſs 
and candour, favoured him with a deſcription 
of ſuch caſes as occurred to his memory, and 
which might ſeem to bear ſome analogy to 
thoſe above mentioned. He recollected three 
paralytic caſes in particular, which aroſe ap- 
parently from morbid aſſections of the ſpine. 
Two of them were attended with caries, and 
both the patients died. In the other, the ſpine 
was anchyloſed, and the patient recovered. -In 
_all three, the arch formed 1 in the ſpine was very 
* | 
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The Hi ve vy a Cale firing 4 Pr hep the Pownr 
| of extrauaſated | Blood in diſſolving Bous 4 by 


Mr, Thomas Thomas, Sxrgwn” at Tub xiage 
. We els, commnnicated to Dr. Dane, a 


Man of a ſtrong and bealthy habit, aged 
about 45, upon lifting a heavy weight 
on the firſt day of October, 1777, thought he 
felt ſomething. give way in his right hip. Im- 
mediately after he was very faint, but ſoon re- 
covered, and for ſix or ſeven days followed his 
uſual occupation, which was that of a brewer's 
ſervant, with, little inconvenience. - During 
that time, he perceived an | unuſual weak- 
neſs in the leg and thigh, but attended with 
little or no pain, and it was treated as a ſprain, 
with ſpirituous and oily embrocations. At 
the end of three weeks his thigh was conſi- 
derably ſwelled, and in ten weeks time from 
the accident; (hen I firſt ſaw him) it was very 
much enlarged, and the leg and foot œdema - 
toſe; he Had frequent returns of excruciating 
pain in that thigh, but it was ſometimes per- 
fectly eaſy, and the other leg and thigh would 
be inflathed and painful; ſometimes he was de- 


lirious, 


= 
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kirious, at others had violent pain in his ſto- 
mach, attended with .great fickneſs and vo- 


miting, which could only be relieved by vola- 
tile and cordial medicines. - © 


As I was uniformed of the preceding ac- 
dent, and could diſcover no eee or fluc- 
tuation in the tumor, the patient's hiſtory, to- 
gether with the above ſymptoms, favouring the 
ſuppoſition, I at firſt believed the diſeaſs to 
be entirely rheurnatie, The thigh continued 
growing larger till the firſt of January, 1758, 
when it became very tenſe, in continual pain, 
and I could perceive a deep ſeated fluctuation; 
as he had no hectic fever, or other ſyrhptoms, 
that could induce me to ſuppoſe this fluid was 
pus, I began to ſuſpect a falſe aneuriſm. The 
tenſion and pain being exceſſive, I recom- 
mended emollient fomentations and cataplaſms, 
which, for a fortnight, gave great relief, ex- 
cepting when theſe pains, which, by turns, 
invaded every part of his body, were fixed in 
the diſeaſed thigh. On the 12th of February, 
the thigh was amazingly diſtended in conſtant 
and exceſſive pains, which nothing could alle- 
viate, and a fluctuation was felt in every part 
of it, from the groin to the knee. At this 
time it was examined by a ſurgeen of {kill and 


repu- 
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reputation, who, conſidering the exquiſite ſuf- 
ferings of the unhappy patient, and being un- 
certain what was the fluid contained in his 
thigh, thought proper to open it; and accord- 
ingly a ſmall puncture was made through the 
ſkin, cellular membrane, and faſcia lata. Im- 
mediately there iſſued a fountain of blood, of 
the confiſtence of cream, and a darker colour 
than blood is in general when freſh drawn from 
a vein. When about a quart of blood was 
drawn, the thigh was confiderably diminiſhed, 
and the patient eaſy. We ſtopped the orifice 
with a tent, and left the patient till morning. 


Feb. 13. He had fainted ſeyeral times in the 
night and this morning ; the thigh was almoſt 
as much diſtended as before the incifion was 
made; at the ſame time, the blood was con- 
ſtantly oozing through the orifice. 


Feb. 14. His thigh was in the ſame ſtate as 
yeſterday. He had a return of the pain in his 
ſtomach, which yielded to no medicine; in 
the evening he became delirious, had convul- 
fions, and died, 

What induced me to lay this caſe before 
you was, the appearance upon diſſection. That 


blood has the power of dffolving bone, if it 
Comes 
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comes in contact with it in the living body; 
though a certain fact, yet is not univerſally 
believed. This caſe not only proves the truth 
of that idea, but it alſo ſhews, that extrava- 
ſated blood, when long confined, has likewiſe 
the power of diſſolving the ſofter part. 


Having cut through the integuments and 
tendinous faſcia of the thigh, I could paſs my 
hand quite round the bone, the muſcles, ex- 
cept their tendinous portions, being diffolved 
to the confiſtence of grumous blood, which, 
with a great quantity of pure blood, was con- 
tained, as it were, in a bag, formed by the inte- 
guments of the faſcia lata, from the groin and 
crifta of the ilium to the point of the knee. 
The crural artery, vein, and nerve, were en- 
tirely diſſolved, and the iliac artery, a little 
way, was very tender, The os femoris was 
deprived of its perioſteum, very rough and full 
of holes, ſome of which would admit a probe 
into the middle of the bone, which ſeemed de- 
ſtitute of medulla, At the ſame time there 
were ſeveral exoſtoſes upon it, which were ſo 
ſlender as to be eaſily broke down by the fin- 
ger, As I was not permitted to take away the 
bone, or to open the abdomen, 1 cannot give 
a more 
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a more ſatĩsfactory account of the caſe. But 
I imagine it ſufficiently proves the ſolvent 
power of the blood as exerted both on the 
ſofteſt and hardeſt parts of the ſyſtem. 


III. 


The Hiflory of a Caſe of the Pemphigus Major of 
Mr. Sauvages, by Dr. David Stewart, Phyſi- 
cian in Aberdeen, communicated to Dr. Duncan, 

Private ſoldier of the 73d regiment, 

A aged eighteen years, formerly a pedlar, 

and naturally of a healthy conſtitution, was 


received into the hoſpital at Aberdeen, on the 


25th of April. About twenty days before 
that he had been ſeized with the meaſles, when 


in the country, and in marching to town on 
the ſecond day of their eruption, he was ex- 


poſed to cold, upon which they Es diſ- 
appeared. 

Having arrived in Aberdeen, he was quar- 
tered in a damp, ill-aired, under-ground apart- 
ment, He then complained of fickneſs at 


ſtomach, great oppreſſion about the præcordia, 
head- ach, laſſitude, and wearineſs on the leaſt 


exertion, with ſtiffneſs and rigidity of his 
Bos: knees, 


f 
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comes in contact with it in the living body; 


though a certain fact, yet is not univerſally 


believed. This caſe not only proves the truth 
of that idea, but it alſo ſhews, that extrava- 
ſated blood, when long confined, has likewiſe 
the power of diſſolving the ſofter part. 


Having cut through the integuments and 
tendinous faſcia of the thigh, I could paſs my 
hand quite round the bone, the muſcles, ex- 
cept their tendinous portions, being diffolved 
to the confiſtence of grumous blood, which, 
with a great quantity of pure blood, was con- 
tained, as it were, in a bag, formed by the inte- 
guments of the faſcia lata, from the groin and 
crifta of the ilium to the point of the knee. 
The crural artery, vein, and nerve, were en- 
tirely diſſolved, and the iliac artery, a little 
way, was very tender. The os femoris was 
deprived of its perioſteum, very rough and full 
of holes, ſome of which would admit a probe 
into the middle of the bone, which ſeemed de, 
ſtitute of medulla, At the ſame time there 
were ſeveral exoſtoſes upon it, which were ſo 
ſlender as to be eaſily broke down by the fin- 
ger, As I was not permitted to take away the 
bone, or to on the abdomen, I cannot give 

a more 
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a more ſatisfactory account of the caſe, But 
1 imagine it ſufficiently proves the ſolvent 
power of the blood as exerted both on the 
ſofteſt and hardeſt parts of the ſyſtem. 


III. 


The Hiſtory of a Caſe of the Pemphigus Major of 
Mr. Sauvages, by Dr. David Stewart, Phyfi- 
cian in Aberdeen, communicated to Dr. Duncan, 


Private ſoldier of the 73d regiment, 

aged eighteen years, formerly a pedlar, 
and naturally of a healthy conſtitution, was 
received into the hoſpital at Aberdeen, on. the 
25th of April. About twenty days before 
that he had been ſeized with the meaſles, when 
in the country, and in marching to town on 
the ſecond day of their eruption, he was ex- 


poſed to cold, upon which they OY diſ- 
appeared, 

Having arrived in Aberdeen, he was quar- 
tered in a damp, ill-aired, under-ground apart- 
ment. He then complained of fickneſs at 


ſtomach, great oppreſſion about the præcordia, 
head-ach, laſſitude, and wearineſs on the leaſt 


eren, with ſtiffneſs and rigidity of his 
knees, 


/ 
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knees, and other joints; the ſurgeon of the 
regiment viſited him! he was purged, but 
with little benefit. About ten days before, he 
obſerved on the inſide of his thighs, a number 
of very ſmall, diſtinct, red ſpots, a little ele- 
vated above the ſurface of the ſkin, and much 
reſembling the firſt appearance of ſmall-pox. 
This eruption gradually ſpread itſelf over his 
whole body, and the puſtules continued every 
day to increaſe in ſize. 

Upon being received into the hoſpital, he 
complained of head-ach, ſickneſs at ſtomach, 
oppreſſion about the precordia, thirſt, ſore- 
throat, with difficulty of ſwallowing; his tongue 
was foul, his ſkin felt hot and feveriſh, pulſe 
from 110 to 120, rather depreſſed ; belly coſ- 
tive, eyes dull and languid, but without deli- 
rium. The whole ſurface of his ſkin was in- 
terſperſed with veſicles, or phlyctænæ, of the 
ſize of an ordinary walnut, many of them were 
larger, eſpecially on the arms and breaſt. In 
the interſtices, between the veſicles, the ap- 
pearance of the ſkin was natural, nor was there 
any redneſs round their baſe; the diſtance from 
one to another, was from half an inch to 
hand- breadth, or more. In ſome places, two 
or three were joiped together, like the puſtules 
in the confluent ſmall-pox. A few veſicles had 
W burſt 
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burſt of themſelves, and formed a” whitiſh 
ſcab, or cruſt. Theſe were moſtly on the 
neck and face; others ſhewed a tolerably laud- 
able pus. However, by far the greateſt num - 
ber were perfectly entire, turgid, and of a 
bluiſh colour. Upon opening them, it was 
evident, that the cuticle elevated above the 
cutis, and diſtended with a thin, yellowiſh; 
ſemipellucid ſerum, formed this appearance: - 
Nor was the ſurface of the cutis ulcerated, or 
livid, but of a red florid colour, as when the 
cuticle is ſeparated by a bliſter, or ſuperficial 
burning. No other perſon laboured under a 
ſimilar diſeaſe, either in the part of the coun» 
try from which he eame; or when he reſided 
in Aberdeen, 


This caſe was rented in the following man- 
ner. The largeſt of the veſicles were ſnipped, 
and dreſſed with Uguent. e Lap. Calaminari. In 
the evening he was vomited with a ſolution of 
tartar emetic, given in ſmall quantities, and at 
intervals. This alſo procured two looſe ſtools. 
And he was ordered for drink; water. gruel, 
acidulated with lemon juice. 


April 16. He Mill complained of fi ickneſs, 
ſome oppreſſion about his breaſt, and ſore 
throat; he had flept little during the night, 

Vor. VI. No. 5 bis 
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his tongue was foul and blackiſh, his ſkin, 


| however, was not ſo hot as the preceding day, 
his urine was high-coloured, but had the ap- 


pearance of ſeparation ; his pulſe 90, and ſoft ; 
moſt of the ſores on the trunk of the body 
looked clean, Others, particularly where the 
veſicles were confluent, ſeemed beginning to 
ulcerate, and to have a bluiſh ſublivid appear- 
ance, They were dreſfed afreſh with cerate, 
and he was ordered the following medicines : 


R Decoct. Cort. Peruvian. Zvi. Vini Rubr. Lu- 
ſitan. Z iii. M. Hvujus mixturæ N 36. 
tertia quaque hora. 


His acidulated drink was 8 - and, on 
account of the very offenſive ſmell on ap- 
proaching near him, ſome vinegar was placed 
in a baſon before the bed, and ſprinkled on 
the floor; and the room was 1277 N 
aired, 


April 17. His ſores looked tolerably clean, 
unleſs on his arms and thighs; where they were 
livid, a little ulcerated, and Cy a bloody 


ichor, | ; 


His head-ach, Scknels &c. were moſtly | 


gone; his tongue was rather cleaner; pulſe 68, 
and ſoft. As the decoction of the bark fit eafily 


on 
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oh his ſtomach, the following preſeription' was 
ordered. 


R Pulv. Subtili: Cart. Pigs: 565 Vini Rubri 


Luſitan. Aqua fontan. ai 3B. M. ft. Hauft, 
tertia quaque hora repetend. 
The acidulated drink was continued, aid d freſh 
dreſſings applied to the ſores. © 


April 18. The little ulcers on his arms and 
thighs ſtill diſcharged a bloody ichor, and 
looked ill; his other complaints were better; 
pulſe 82. The bark had not nauſeated him, 
and ĩt was continued as well as his former drink. 


April 19. His ſores looked greatly cleaner 
and better; the fever was gone, his pulſe na- 
tural, and had no complaint but weakneſs, and 
a troubleſome itching of the ſkin : the Peru- 
vian bark; &c. were continued. 


April 20. Some of the ulcers till poured 

forth a bloody ichor ; moſt of them, how- 
ever, looked well, and had bes, to heal— 
fever gone—medicines continued. 


From the 21ſt of April, he went on Welng 
firength, and his ſores appeared to heal faſt; 
he was. defired to take only. four doſes of bark 
every day; and by the 29th, his ſores, &c. 
were totally dried up-—he had no complaint— 
was s diſcailled cured. 


e =: Al- 


' Although I had never before ſeen a caſe f- 
milar to the above, yet I did not heſitate to 
conclude, that the diſeaſe belonged to the tribe 
of exanthemata; and had, in a greater or leſs 
degree, a putrid tendeney: having formed this 
idea, it was evident, that if a remiſfion of the 
fever could be procured, the bark, with acids, 
were the remedies moſt to be truſted to. 


Upon looking into the Noſologis Metho- 
dica of M. de Sauvages, and examining the 
different genera of the order of exanthemata, 
I found that the character of his 93d Genus, 
to which he gives the name of Pemphigus, al- 

moſt coincided in every particular with the 
| hiſtory given above; and that of the four ſpe- 

cies into which he divides this genus, the pre- 
ſent caſe was clearly the firſt of theſe, or the 
Pemphigus Major. 2 4 

Both Dr. Cullen and Vogel "ts agree 
with Sauyages i in their character of this 


of the exanthemata. The former alſo, gives 


it the name of Pemphigus, and the latter; hat 
Febris Bulloſa. Carolus Piſo too, in his 1 4 


ſilia Selecta, gives the hiſtory of a cafe nearly 
fimilar ; and the Febris Snecbes cum Veficulis per 


pectus & Collum Sparfis of Dr. Morton > ſeems alſs 
to belong to the ſame genus. e 


| I 
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Hiſtory of au uncommon Caſe in Delivery. By Dr. 
Robert Maitland, 'of 4 gh, 3 
cated 10 Dr. Duncan. 


\ARLY In the ends; of the 5th of Au- 
guſt, I was called to the aſſiſtance of a 
poor woman, in labour of her firſt child, She 
was about 28 years old, and of a very ſmall. 
ſtature, though without any apparent defor- 
mity. I was informed by the midwife who 
attended, that her pains had been frequent and 
ſevere fince the morning of the preceding day, 
that the membranes had burſt, and the waters 
come away, mixed with blood, an hour before 
my arrival ; and that ever fince, pure blood 
had continued to flow copioufly from the va- 
gina. I was further told, that there was ſome- 
thing extraordinary in the caſe, and that I muſt 
immediately take ſome method of delivering 


the ar are who was finking under a violent 
flooding. © 


The pulſe was indeed feeble, and 1 Was a 
good deal alarmed, when upon touching to 
examine the progreſs of the labour, and diſ. 

2 OY. cover 
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cover what there might be uncommon in the 
caſe, I found, covering the os externum, a 
large ſoft tumor, very much reſembling in 
feel the membranes of the foetus, when far 
protruded before they break in delivery. So, 
much, indeed, had it this appearance, that I 
did not, for ſome time, find out the deception, 
till by gliding my finger all around the baſe of 
the ſwelling, I came at laſt to the os externum, 
where I found the child's head preſenting, and 
ſtrictly locked in the pelvis. . The tumor, 
though it thus ſpread itſelf all over the mouth 
of the vagina, now evidently appeared to be 
an enlargement of the right labium pudendi 
only. It was nearly as large as a new-born 
child's head, and the inſide of the labium was 

turned ſo much outwards, that on the firſt ap- 
| plication of the hand, the ſkin and hairs of the 
parts was not at all felt, In ſhort, on the ſur- 
face there was no mark by which to diſtinguiſh 


it from the protruded membranes; and I am 155 


apt to ſuſpect the midwife had in reality fallen 
into this miſtake; and that an opening into it, 

which I now diſcovered on the infide, had 
been made by her on that ſuppoſition. It was 
big enough to admit my middle finger, and 
from it the diſcharge of blood, formerly men» 
tioned, evidently Fee. 


Having 
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Having never read of any complaint of this 
kind happening during delivery, and never be- 
fore met with any ſuch in practice, I immedi+ 
ately reſolved to conſult Dr. Young, a gentle- 
man to whom I lie under the greateſt obliga- 
tions, He was of opinion, that little or no 
danger was to be apprehended from the bleed- 
ing; as in theſe parts, a rupture of any conſi- 
derable blood - veſſels was ſcarcely to be ſuſ- 
pected, and adviſed to wait patiently for the 
delivery, when he imagined the JETS would . 
ſubſide, 


In the mean time, it was 0 with a 
ſtrong infuſion of chamomile flowers, and the 
hard purts, round the baſe of it, rubbed with 
camphorated ſpirit of wine; but this laſt ap- 
plication was afterwards laid aſide, as oeca- 
fioning ſevere pain when it touched, or ap- 
proached the lips of the orifice, In the inter- 
vals of the fomentation, a warm cloth was 
kept conſtantly applied. 


The birth advaneed with a gradual, though 
ſlow progreſs, and before night, the fize of 
the ſwelling was conſiderably diminiſhed ; the 
flow of pure blood had ſtopt, and only clots 
continued from time to time coming away. 


F 4 Aug. 
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Aug. 6, This morning the tumor was much 


the ſame as laſt night, and remained fo till fix 


in the evening, when the patient was delivered, 
Three hours after this, it had very much ſub- 
ſided, and I ordered the ſame applications to 
be continued. | , 


Aug. 7. She had an incontinence of urine, 
and complained much of pain in the bottom 
of the belly; and I diſcovered, that in the 
birth, the perinzum had been lacerated almoſt 
quite to the anus, though it had eſcaped the 
obſervation of the midwife who delivered her. 
The ſwelling was almoſt quite gone, and -only 


_ diſcharged a ſmall quantity of purulent matter 


from the edges of the orifice, 


The parts were waſhed frequently with milk 
and water, and the lacerated perinæum dreſſed 


with Ung. Baſil. Flav. The diſcharge, which 


was at firſt extremely offenſive, ſoon became 
lefs ſo, and diminiſhed in quantity. The in- 
continence of urine continued only two or three 
days, and the patient had a very good reco- 
very. OY 


» 


Oe Some Obſervatians on the CAS E. 
The caſe of our patient is one that very 


 #1dom occurs ; Dr. Young, in the courſe of a 


long 
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Jong and extenſive practice, never met with an ; 
inſtance of it; the only perſon, indeed, that 1 
know of who has ſeen or deſcribed it is Dr. 
M*Bride, of Dublin, Vid. Lond. Med. Ob- 
ſerv. Vol. V. But there is a difference betwixt 
the two examples he relates, and the one now 
under conſideration, both the former appeared 
after delivery, the later began during the la- 
bour, and therefore we have thought proper 
to deſcribe it, eſpecially with a view to preyent 
the danger of miſtaking it for the protruſion 
of the membranes of the fœtus, diftended by 
the waters, a miſtake which could not fail to 


occafion much confuſion and groundleſs appre- 
henſion. 


After finding that the ſwelling was confined 
to one of the labia pudendi, I ſuſpe&ed it to 
be a hernia ; but as the patient had never per- 
ceived any enlargement in that place before her 

in-lying, this ſuppoſition was not probable ; 
and upon introducing my finger at the open- 
ing, I was ſoon convinced that there was no- 
thing contained in it but coagulated blood, 


It would ſeem that by the preſſure of the 
_ child's head, and the violent ftretching of the 
parts during the labour pains, ſome of the 
ſmall blood-veſſels had been burſt, and had 


— * 
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depoſited a quantity of blood in the ili 
membrane, which is interpoſed betwixt the 
doublings of the ſkin that form the labia pu- 
dendi. That this is the nature of the ſwell- 
mg appears more probable, when we compare 
it to the hzmorrhoids, which it exactly reſem- 
bles; and I am perſuaded that the ſame aſtrin- 
gent applications which are proper in them, 
would, likewiſe, in this caſe, be the beſt reme- 
dies. With regard to the orifice, which we 
have conjectured to have been made by the 
midwife, it muſt be allowed, that the ſwelling 
may have burſt of its own accord ; yet I am 
inclined to think otherwiſe, ,from its having 
happened before the internal lining of the va- 
gina, (a firm, compact, membrane) could, in 
all probability, have given way, and from the 
great difficulty there was of diſtinguiſhing the 
ſwelling from the ſurface of the protruded 
membranes. 

I purpoſely avoid ſaying any thing of the 
incontinence of urine, or the laceration of the 
perinæum; they are not uncommon accidents 
in laborious caſes ; nor would an account of 
them contribute to the right underſtanding the 
ſix elling, which alone I meant to deſcribe. 


SECT. 
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Medical News. 


R. Andrew Lumiſden, in a letter to 

Charles Webſter, one of the phyſicians 
to the Public Diſpenſary at Edinburgh, dated 
zt Montbard, Sept. 20, 1778, gives the fol- 
lowing account of a work in which that juſtly 
celebrated philoſopher M. le Comte de Buffon 
has been lately engaged. 

« M, le Comte de Buffon has been pleaſed 
to communicate to me, partly printed, and 
partly in manuſcript, Les Epoques de la 
Nature, which he will ſoon preſent to the pub- | 
lic. The learned, eloquent, and amiable au- 
thor ſeems to have excelled even himſelf, in 
this ingenious and ſublime work. I haye not 
at 
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at preſent time to analize, and ſhall therefore 
only attempt to give you a ſlight idea of it, 


& As in civil hiſtory we conſult records, we 
examine medals, we decipher ancient inſcrip- 
tions, to determine epochs of human revolu- 
tions, and to eſtabliſh the dates of moral 
events; ſo in natural hiſtory we muſt examine 
the archives of the world, draw from the 
bowels of the earth its ancient monuments, 


colle& its ruins, and unite, in a body of 


proofs, all the marks of phyfical changes, 
which may point out to us the different ages 
of the world. This is the only means to fix 
ſome epochs in the immenſity of ſpace, and 
to place a certain number of mile-flones in the 
road of time. | 


& This is what M. de Buffon has done in his 
Hiſtory of the Epochs of Nature. His theory 
is founded on the following principles, viz. 


&« x|. The earth is elevated at the equator, 


and flattened at the poles, in. the proportion 


that the laws of * and centrifugal fore 
require. 


20. The terreſtrial Ok has interior heat, 


which is proper to it, and which is independ- 
ent of that which the rays of the ſun can com- 
municate to it. 

ll | 39 
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39, The heat which che fun beſtows on the 
earth is ſmall, compared to the proper heat of 
the terreſtrial globe; and the heat of the ſun 
would not be ſufficient to keep nature alive. 

« ,9, The matter of which the terreſtrial 


globe is compoſed, is, in general, of the na- 
ture of glaſs, and may be reduced to glaſs. 


cc * We find on the ſurface of the earth, and 


even in mountains from 1500 to 2000 tojſes 
high, a, vaſt quantity of ind of the ee 
tion of the ſe. 

6 Having eſtabliſhed theſe nib; by. a 
variety of proofs and OY he traces fe- 
ven epochs of nature. 


4 1. ken the earth and pines coir 
their form. 


42. When matter, being ne form- 
ed the interior rock of the globe, as well as the 
great vitrifiable maſſes which are on its ſurface. 
6 . When the waters covered our continent. 


4. When the waters retired, and the vol- 
canos ; began to act. . 


6. When the elephants, a and * 0 
of the ſouth, lived in the countries. af W 
north. 


| ”— * | 
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6. When the continents were ſeparated. 
And, 


7. When thiy power oft man ſeronded that 
of nature. 121 l 


e In eſtabliſhing theſe ey he is obliged 


to make the world much older than we com- 


monly ſuppoſe. it, He therefore interprets 
Moſes's fix days of the creation, to mean fix 


different periods, diſtant from each other. 

c It was on account of Les Epoques de la 
Nature, that M. Gueneau de Montbeillard, 
the friend and affociate worthy of M. de Buf- 
fon, made him the following compliment on 
his birth-day, the 7th of this month. 

O jour heureux qui vis naitre Buffon 

Nous te beniſſons tous avec effuſion. - 

Et tu ſera chez la race future 
Pour les amis du vrai, du beau, de la raiſon 
pf Une Epoque de la Nature. 5 


R X J * * 


T 1 following account of 'a method © 
which the inhabitants of the weſtern iſles of 
Scotland, excite a fever and cure the rickets, 
has lately been communicated to Dr. Duncan, 
by an ingenious gentleman, in whoſe veracity 

and accuracy our N may put great 7 


3 i We 
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« We are indebted to the moſt uncultivated 
part of mankind for many uſeful diſcoveries, 
eſpecially in medicine; and however inexpli- 
cable they may be by our theories, yet even 
the moſt unpromiſing of them deſerve atten- 
tion and trial, more eſpecially when they may 
prove uſeful in faving the lives of many Wk our 
fellow- creatures. 


& The medicine made uſe of in the weſtern 
iſlands for the cure of the rickets, is an oil ex- 
trated from the liver of the ſkate-fiſh. The 
method of application is as follows. Firſt, 
the wriſts and ancles are rubbed with the oil in 

the evening; this immediately raiſes a fever of 

ſeveral hours duration; when the fever from 
the firſt rubbing ſubſides, the ſame parts are 
rubbed again the night following, and repeat- 

edly, as long as the rubbing of theſe parts con- | 
tinues to excite the fever : after no fever can be 
excited by rubbing the wriſts and ancles alone, 
they are rubbed again along with the knees and 
elbows. This increaſed unction brings on the 
fever again; and is practiſed as before, till it 
no longer has that effect. Then the vertebræ 
and fides are rubbed along with the former 
parts, and this unction, which again brings on 

the fever, is repeated as the former. When 
| | no 
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no fever can be longer excited by this unction, 
a flannel ſhirt, dipped in the oil, is put upon 
the body of the patient; this brings on a more 
violent and ſenſible fever than atly of the for- 
mer unctions, and is continued till the eure is 
completed, which nyt it is in a mort 
time.“ 

1 * 


The following account of the good effects 

derived from the powder of the Verrucz Equi- 
næ in cancerous affections, has been recom- 
mended” to Dr. Duncan, by Mr. John Bell, 
one of the clerks in the Royal Infirmary at 
Edinburgh. 


5 lately received a very extraordinary 
hiſtory of the effects of the powder of the 
Verrucz Equinæ, in a caſe of cancer, from a 
ſurgeon in very great practice in the ſouth of 
Scotland. 


«A lady had been cut for a onus mam- 
ma, and in about a year and a half after the ope- 
ration, ſeveral ſmall ill conditioned ulcers ap- 
| peared about the cicatrix of the former wound, 
Two eminent phyſicians were conſulted: they 
adviſed the uſe of mercury, with the decoct. 
lignorum ; and at the ſame time obſerved that 
they did not expect to be of much ſervice to 

| henry 


5 
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560 as, from alle ppearances, ſhe was dying very 
faſt. Theſe remedies were tried without any 
benefit, and when ſhe was reduced to the loweſt 
fate, this medicine was eagerly graſped at by 
her friends. Her ſurgeon, in order to pleaſe 
them, prepared a quantity of it, and gave it 
to her in the doſe of z ij twice or thrice a day. 
Its operation was by ſweating, which, he ſays, 
it produced very, powerfully. Soon after this, 
the ulcers began to look better, the flying pains 
abated, her appetite and colour returned. She 
was again reſtored to as good health as ſhe had 
enjoyed for ſome years before. However, ſhe 
at the ſame time had a prolapſus uteri, and ſe- 
veral other bad ſy mptoms concurring, uncon- 
netted with the complaint of her breaſt, ſhe. 
was brought to the ſame weak ſtate in which 
ſhe had formerly been, and is now either dead 
or dying. Still, however, ſhe continues the 
Pulvis Verrucz Aquinz, and fince ſhe began 
the uſe of it, has been free from the pain in 
her breaſt, and the flying pains over her body, 
which formerly gave her ſo much uneaſineſs. 
The ſores never healed, but the diſcharge from 
them was perfectly mild. | 


« ] am alſo informed by the ſame gentle- f 
man, that a lady in Cockermouth has been 
Vox. VI. No. 21. G com- 
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completely cured of a cancer in her breaſt, 
which had returned after the operation, en- 

tirely, as he ſays, by the uſe of the ſame re- 
medy. She continued it for s manch or 


upwards. 
* * * * 


There is perhaps no function of the animal 
economy which has been more the fubjeCt of 
inquiry and experiment, than- that power by 
which living animals generate heat. Although 
many hypotheſes have been offered concerning 
this function, yet no theory has been preſented 
to the public, ſupported on arguments ſo con- 
vincing, as to obtain general belief, at leaſt for 
any length of time; and indeed, almoſt every 
ingenious phyſiologiſt, probably from his being 
ſenſible of the objections which occutred to 
the theories contended for by others, has on 


this ſubject held an opinion peculiar to him- 
ſelf. 


While Dr. {LG taught the An of 
medicine in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, dur- 
ing the winter 1774, he endeavoured to refute 
not only the common hypotheſes on this ſubs. 
ject which are to be found in phyſiological 
- ſyſtems, and which refers animal heat to mix- 
ture, putrefaction, frietion, or ſimilar cauſes, : 
"£00 0 2 but 
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but likewiſe the doctripes which were taught 
by thoſe ingenious and learned profeſſors, Dr. 
Cullen and Black; the firſt of whom imagined 
that animal heat was to be explained from oſ- 
cillations excited in the nervous fluid, while 
the laſt referred it to the effect of reſpiration 
on the living ſyſtem. After ſtating what to 
him appeared to be objections ſufficiently valid 
for overturning their opinions, he fubmitted to 
the conſideration of the ſtudents, a conjecture 
of his own with reſpect to the cauſe of this 
property, poſſeſſed by living animal bodies. 
Dr. Duncan's hypotheſis is, that animal heat 
is produced by the evolution of the phlogiſton, 
or principle oſ inflammability, contained in the 


blood; and that this evolution is brought about 
by the action of the blood-veſlels. 


This doctrine, which Dr. Duncan then 
taught and ſtill teaches, he endeavouts to 


prove by attempting to unn, che fol- 
lowing propoſitions. 


1. That the blood does contain phlogiſton. 

2. That this phlogiſton is evolved, extri- 
cated, or brought into a ſtate of activity and 
motion, by the action of the blood-veſſels to 
which it 1s — in __ courſe of circy- 
lation. 


6 2 2 | „ Thar 
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3. That the evolution of phlogiſton is A 
cauſe which, through nature, produces heat, 
whether that heat be apparently excited by mix- 
ture, fermentation, percuſſion, friction, in- 
flammation, ignition, or any fimilar cauſe. 


And laſtly, that this heat, which muſt be 
produced in conſequence of the evolution of 
the phlogiſton from the blood of different ani- 
mals, is, in all probability, equal to the higheſt 


degree of heat which theſe animals! in any caſe 
poſſeſs. 


Having thus mad to prove, chat the 
cauſe which he aſſigns for animal heat, does 
exiſt, and is adequate to the effect which he 
aſcribes to it; he next attempts to ſhew, that 
this theory explains all the phenomena of ani- 
mal heat; and he thinks that upon this ground, 
a rational and ſatis factory explanation may be 
given of all thoſe circumſtances which have 
been employed by modern phyfiologiſts as ar- 
guments in ſupport of particular theories, or 
as objections to them, Among other pheno- 
mena, he endeayours to account for the gene- 
ral connection which the heat of the human 
body has with the motion of the blood; for 
thoſe ſtriking exceptions to this which occur in 
ſome — inſtances, and which afford un- 


ſurmountable 
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ſurmountable- objections to the theories refer- 
ing animal heat to friction or fimilar cauſes ; 
for the equality of heat in every part of the 
ſyſtem in a ſtate of health; for the. increaſe or 
diminution of it in particular parts, which ſome- 
times takes place in diſeaſe ; for the ſtability of 
heat in animals of every different genus, while 
they continue in a healthful condition, al- 
though they be expoſed to very different de- 
grees of heat in the ſurrounding atmoſphere ; 
for the connexion which the heat of animals 
of different genera, and even of the ſame ani- 
mal at different times, has with the ſtate of re- 
ſpiration; and laſtly, for the degree of heat 
which. different animals poſſeſs, being greater 
or leſs in proportion as their circulating fluids 
bave more or leſs of a red colour. From the 
conſideration of theſe different particulars, Dr. 
Duncan is led to conclude, that the ready ex- 
planation which this theory affords of the lead- 
ing phenomena, tends greatly to confirm the 
evidenee in ſupport of it, drawn from other cir- 


cumſtances. 


Among the gentlemen who attended Dr. - 
Duncan's lectures at the time when he firſt 
taught this doctrine was, Dr. Patrick Dugud 
Leſlie, now phyſician at Durham, who not 


WY >: only 
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only adopted the opinion, but ſoon afterwards 
made it the ſubject of his inaugural differta, 
tion, when he obtained the degree of Doctor 
of Medicine from the univerfity of Edinburgh. 
In that Diſſertation, which is entitled, De Ca- 
| Totis Animalium Caufa Diſſertatio, and which 
Pr. Dugud publicly defended on September 12, 
17753 befides employing the reaſoning which 
had before been uſed by Dr. Duncan, he ſup- 
ports the hypotheſis by many other ingenious 
arguments. Since that time Dr, Dugud's atten- 
tion has, it ſeems, been much employed upon 
this ſubjeR, and he lately diſtributed the proſ- 
pectus of a work which is already in the preſs, 
and will ſpeedily be publiſhed, This work is 
entitled, A Philoſophical Enquiry into the 
Cauſe of Animal Heat, with incidental Obſer- 
vations on ſeveral Phyſiological and Chymical 
Queſtions connected with the ſubject. 
According to the analyſis which has been di. 


fiributed, the principal ſubjects incidentally 
treated of are the following : 


1ſt, Nature and properties of phlogiſton, or 
the elementary principle of fire, 


2. The cauſe of the augmentation of E 
in metallic calcinations. 


3 The cauſe of colour | in the blood and pile. | 
4, The 
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4. The final cauſe of reſpiration. 


5. The changes which atmoſpherical air ſuf. | 
fers by contributing to inflammation, or by 
entering the lungs of living animals, 


6. The principal doctrines of the nature of 
fire. 4 36 aaa | 
7. The phenomenon of the ethereal medi- 
um, the electric fluid and wait * 
proofs of their identity. 
8. The nature of light. 


9. The extenſive influence of the pblogiſ- 
tic fluid in the operations of nature. 


10. The general laws of heat, &c. 


Although many of theſe inquiries cannot be 
conſidered as ſtrictly connected with the cauſe 
of animal heat, yet they reſpect intereſting 
queſtions | in natural ſcience ; and the preſump- 
tion is, that the lover of philoſophy, as well 
as the phyſiologiſt, may find amuſement in the 
peruſal of what is ſaid with reſpect to them. 5 


We have already given ſome account of 
the building erected at Edinburgh, for the uſe 
of the Medical Society of that place. Every 
one who has formerly been acquainted with 
G 4 the 
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the Society, and who. has ill an opportunity 
of viſiting it, is now fully ſenfible of the ad- 
vantages which have reſulted from this mea» 
fure. We cannot give a better account of itz 
preſent ſlate than in the words of a very ele- 
gant valedictory addreſs, delivered by Dr. Parry, 


one of their preſidents, at the concluſion of the 
laſt winter ſeſſion. 


\ 


Ever fince the inſtitution of the Medical 
Society, it has continued to grow and flouriſh, 
Its debates have been conducted with a liberal 
ſpirit of inquiry. Truth has been allured from 


her deepeſt receſſes, and exhibited in all her 
native charms. 


« Error, however ſheltered, and however 
diſguiſed, has been boldly arreſted, ſtripped 
of every adventitious ornament, aud expoſed 
in all his genuine deformity. The knowing 
have freely communicated their knowledge; 
the uninformed have profited; and all have 


reaped their ſhare of the general harveſt of ſci- 
ence, 


« During a long reſidence in this univerſity, 
I have been myſelf a witneſs of its growing 
worth; and I can with truth declare, that I 
have never ſeen that period when it has been 
adorned with ſo many able ſpeakers, or en- 


riched 
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riched with ſo many excellent differtations, as 
during the paſt” ſeſſion. We have been fa- 
voured with numerous effays, which would 
have done honour to the moſt active experi- 
menter, the profoundeſt. reaſoner, the moſt ex- 


Pan practitioner, and even the ableſt rhe- | 
torician.“ | | 


But even in this flouriſhing, ſtate, the ſo- 
ciety ſtill found, that from their not being 
a corporate body, there were difficulties in 
obtaining complete titles to their real property, 
and in ſecuring and managing both it and their 
valuable collection of medical books, and other 
moveable effects, ſo that they might remain 
with the ſociety in perpetual ſucceſſion, agree- 
able to the defign of the contributors. They 
were therefore adviſed to preſent a;petition to 
his majeſty, praying, that he would be moſt 
graciouſly pleaſed to grant his royal charter, or 
letters patent, erecting them into a body poli- 
tic, or legal incorporation: In conſequence of 
this petition, his majeſty has granted a war- 
rant, dated at St. James's, the 14th day of 


December, 1778, from which the following 
clauſe is extracted. 


« His majeſty being ſatisfied that the deſign. 
of: the petitioners is laudable, and that they 
de- 
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deſerve encouragement, does therefore ordain 
a patent, or charter, to be paſſed, or expede 
under the ſeal appointed by the treaty of Union, 
to be kept and uſed in Scotland, in place of 
the great ſeal formerly uſed there, conſtituting, 
erecting, and incorporating, as his majeſty, by 
his prerogative royal, and ſpecial grace, for 
himſelf, and his royal ſucceſſors, hereby conſti- 
tutes, erects, and incorporates, and perpetually 
eſtabliſnes and confirms, the ſaid Robert Freer, 
James Melliar, Andrew Wardrop, and Caleb 
Parry, and their ſucceſſors, preſidents of the 
ſaid ſociety for the time being; and other per- 
ſons, who now are, or hereafter ſhall be, mem- 
bers of the ſaid ſociety, into one body, politic 
and corporate, or legal incorporation, under the 
name and title of The Medical Society of Edin- 
burgh ; and as ſuch, and by ſuch name, to have 
perpetual endurance and ſucceſſion; and to be 
able and capable to take and hold property, 
real and perſonal, and to ſue, plead, defend, 
and anſwer; and to be ſued, impleaded, de- 
fended, and anſwered, in all, or any of his 
majeſty's courts of juſtice, and in other reſ- 
pects to act, or do, agreeable to the law 
and practice of his majeſty's SOA in 
like cafes. 


While | 
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While this grant will put the property of 
the ſociety, on the moſt ſecure,” convenient, 
and honourable foundation, it cannot fail alſo, 
to contribute to the extenſion of their literary 
uſefulneſs 3 and it muſt prompt every mem- 
ber to exert redoubled efforts, in endeavour- 


ing to render the ſociety worthy of this pre- 
eminence. 


That the expence of this dare might 
not prevent the ſociety from ſpeedily com- 
pleting thoſe parts of their building which 
are ſtill unfiniſhed; and particularly that it 
might not retard them in fitting up the apart- 
ments intended for chymical and philoſophical 
experiments, a ſubſcription was ſome time ago 
ſer on foot among the members of the ſociety, 
for defraying this additional expence; and 
many of thoſe who formerly contributed to- 
wards the building of the hall, have again 
become contributors for this purpoſe, among 
which number are all the preſent medical pro- 
feſſors. It is hoped alſo, that many others, 
who neither want ability nor inclination to 
give aid to an inſtitution calculated ſolely for 
the advancement of medical ſcience, will not 
overlook the preſent exertions of the Medical 
Society; and that its members in particular, 
wherever they are, will, according to their reſ- 


pective 
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pective powers, contribute, and promote con- 
tributions, which may tend to the comple- 


tion of thoſe valuable objects at which the ſo- 
ciety aims. 8 | 


Contributions are received at Edinburgh by 
Dr. Andrew Wardrop, Dr. Edward Stevens, 
Mr. Stephen Pellet, and Mr. John Ford, pre- 
ſent annual preſidents of the ſociety ; or by 
Dr. Andrew Duncan, preſent; treaſurer. Con- 
tributions will alſo be regularly tranſmitted: to 
the ſociety when paid at London, to Mr. John 
Murray, Bookſeller, Ne 32, Fleet-ftreet, 


* © N X * 


The Hiſtory of Epedemics, by Hippocrates, 
in ſeven books, tranſlated into Engliſh, with 
notes and obſervations by Samuel Farr, M. D, 
has been for ſome time in the preſs, and will 
ſpeedily be publiſhed. It is in general allow- 


ed that this work of Hippocrates contains not 


only the moſt ancient but the moſt valuable ob- 
ſervations in phyſic and ſurgery, The pre- 
ſenting it therefore to the public, in a proper 
Engliſh dreſs, is an undertaking well meriting 
approbation and encouragement. And the 
proofs which Dr. Farr has already, on many 
occations, given of his literary abilities, ſuffi- 
ciently 


4 
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ciently demonſtrate that he is by no means un- 


equal to the taſk he has undertaken, We may 


therefore hope that the loſs which many prac- 


titioners ſuſtain, from their not'being able to 


have ready acceſs to the original, will be in a 


great meaſure compenſated by this tranſlation. 


* W X X * 


A Medical Regiſter for the year 1779 is pro- 


poſed to be printed at London, and continued 


6 


annually. This work is intended to include a 


general catalogue of the phyficians, ſurgeons, 


and apothecaries in Great Britain and Ireland, 


and likewiſe of the profeſſors of medicine in 


our own and foreign univerſities, and of many 


eminent phyſicians and ſurgeons on the con- 


tinent, But in the proſpectus of this work, 


which has been publiſhed, the editors obſerye, 


that they do not mean to offer it to the public- 


merely as a regiſter of names. They propoſe 
alſo to give ſhort accounts of all the incorporat- 
ed medical bodies in Great Britain and Ire- 
land, of the different medical charities through- 
out theſe kingdoms, and of the Britiſh and 
foreign univerſities, as far at leaſt at reſpects 


the medical department. Beſides theſe, many 


other articles are mentioned in the general view 
. 3 _ 
of 
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of the contents of the work, which muſt 
equally ſerve to gratify curioſity and to afford 
inſtruction. Among other particulars, they 
propoſe to conclude the work with a catalogue 
of the medical books publiſhed in different 
parts of Europe during the year 1778, giving 
a conciſe character of ſuch as are worthy of 
notice. This article alone, if it be properly 
executed, cannot fail to render the work high- 
ly acceptable to every lover of medical ſcience, 
And as it is intended that the publication ſhall 
be an annual one, under this head new and 
important materials will conſtantly be afforded. 
The editors ſtrenuouſly ſolicit the kind aſſiſt- 
ance of gentlemen of the faculty reſident in 
the Britiſh dominions, in ſending liſts of the 
practitioners ſettled in different cities and towns, 
and accounts of the ſeveral county infirmaries. 
And they defire that correſpondents will be 
pleaſed to ſend their letters addreſſed to Mr. 
John Murray, bookſeller, Ne 32, at 
London. 


4 3 # ** 


We formerly mentioned that Mr. Andrew 
Bell, an eminent engraver in Edinburgh, was 
eagaged in preparing for publication a new 
edition of the tables of the ſkeleton and muſ- 

cles 
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cles of the human body, by Dr. Bernard Sieg- 
fried Albinus, tranſlated from the Latin. And 
as a ſpecimen of this work, three tables of the 
bones, and one of the muſcles, were publiſh- 
ed about a year ago. We have the pleaſure 
of informing our readers, that the remaining 
part of the tables are now finiſhed, and that 
the whole will be ſpeedily publiſhed. As far 
as we are capable of judging, theſe engravings 
are executed in ſuch a manner as muſt render 
this work a very valuable addition to the li- 
brary of every lover of anatomy. And if it 
has ſuffered in ſome particulars from the reduc- 
tion of the ſize, it is thereby rendered both 
more commodious, and much cheaper than 
any former edition, while at the ſame time 
all the parts and characters appear to be ex- 
preſſed with equal diſtinctneſs. And the out- 
lines are engraved in a bolder manner than in 


the original, which renders the expreſſion of 
che different parts more apparent. 


R * *F * * 


Dr. Alexander Monro, profeſſor of anatomy 
at Edinburgh, has lately taught in his lec - 
tures many particulars reſpecting the brain 
and nerves, which are entirely new, and which 

| muſt 
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muſt lead to very different opinions reſpecting 


theſe organs, from what any phyſiologiſts have 


hitherto entertained. He has alſo read à 
paper on the ſame ſubject in the mw n 


Society of Edinburgh. 


Of his deſcriptions, which are founded en- 
tirely on microſcopical- obſervation, conjoined 
with nice diſſection, and which are illuſtrat- 


ed by numerous engravings, we cannot at pre- 


ſent pretend to give a ſufficient account. We 


may only obſerve, that he finds the ſtructure 
of theſe parts to be very different from what 


was formerly imagined, He has diſcovered 


that the brain and nerves, in all claſſes of ani- 
mals, in place of ſtraight fibres are every where 
compoſed of convoluted fibres, nearly 5 
part of an inch in diameter, which do not 
ſeem to he hollow, but ſolid. 


He finds; that their extent in the ſyſtem is 


much greater than has ever been believed; and 


that they not only enter the compoſition of 


parts intended for ſenſe and motion, but alſo 


of every other part of the body. 'Thus he 
has diſcovered them penetrating to the vety 
extremities of the longeſt hairs; and in great 


numbers entering the compoſition of the cuti- 


cule and nails. He farther alledges, that the 
bulk 
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' bulk of all our organs depends chiefly on their 
nerves ; and that when muſcles or bowels are 
cut tranſverſely, many more nerves are divided 
than when the fame operation is done upon the 
cord, called by anatomiſts the nerve of that part. 


He finds alſo, that a ſyſtem of convoluted 
fibres, in every reſpe&t analogous to the 
nerves of the human body, is to be diſcovered 
throughout the whole vegetable kingdom. 
Nay, that the metals, ſemi-metals, earths, and 
ſalts, conſiſt almoſt entirely of convoluted 
and ſerpentine fibres, fimilar to the nerves of 
animals in ſize and ſhape. 


How far the teſtimony of future obſervers 
will confirm Dr, Monro's deſcriptions, is not 
for us to determine. But we may venture 
without hefitation to aſſert, that if the account 
which he has given ſtands the teſt of ſceptical 
ſcrutiny, it muſt be confidered as the greateſt 
anatomical diſcovery which has been made 


for many years. 
"EEE 


A Hiſtory of Edinburgh, by Hugo "ey 
eſq. advocate, is in the preſs, and will ſpeedily be 
publiſhed, in which a full and accurate account 
is given of the Medical ſchools at that place. 


Vol. VI. No. 21. H 8 ECT. 
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Lift of New Books. 


N enquiry into the original ſtate and for- 

mation of the earth; deduced from 
facts, and the laws of nature. To which is 
added an appendix, containing ſome general 
obſervations on the ſtrata in Derbyſhire, with 
ſections of them, repreſenting their arrange- 
ment, affinities, and the mutations they hare 
ſuffered at different periods of time; intended 
to illuſtrate preceding inquiries, and as a ſpe- 
cimen of ſubterraneous geography. By John 
Whitehurſt, 4to. London. 


Hiſtorical and practical enquiries on the ſec- 
tion of the ſymphyſis of the pubis, as a ſub- 
ſtitute for the Cæſarian operation, performed 
at Paris by Mr. Sigault, October 2d, 1777. 
By Mr. Alphonſe le Roy, Doctor Regent of 
the Faculty of Phyſic in Paris, and Profeſſor 
of Midwifery, &c, Tranſlated from the 
French by Lewis Poignand, of the Corpora: 
tion 
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tion of Surgeons, London, and Surgeon to the 
Weſtminſter Lying-in-hoſpital. 8vo. London. 


An experimental ſyſtem of metallurgy, with 
general remarks and explanations. By the 
late John Henry Hampe, M. D. fellow of the 


Imperial Academy; and of the Royal Society 
of London. Folio, London. 
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N this treatiſe five caſes are related of diffi- 
cult labours, in which ruptures of the uterus 
occurred, In ſome of them our author was 
immediately concerned as a practitioner in mid- 
wifery; the others were communicated to him 
by friends and acquaintances. : 
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In the firſt of theſe caſes, our author was 
called to the aſſiſtance of a woman who had 
been twelve days in labour. The account he 
got from the midwife, and another practitioner 
who attended, was, that the patient had for- 
merly been delivered of eight children, and of 
all of them with tolerable eaſe; that the mid- 
wife, who now attended, and who officiated on 
all the other occaſions, on being called at this 
time, found the abdomen exceedingly tumid; 
but as the orifice of the uterus was ſomewhat 
dilated, and the head of the child preſented 
very favourably, ſhe had not the leaſt doubt of 
the labour going on eaſily. The membranes 
had burſt on the ſecond day from the com- 
mencement of the pains, and nothing farther 
had as yet been done than preſcribing ſome 
internal remedies for the relief of a. moſt vio- 
lent pain in the region of the os ſacrum. Our 
author, on- examining the patient, found her 
very weak, her pulſe exceedingly quick, and 
frequently intermitting ; ſhe was obliged to fit 
in an erect poſture, as ſhe found herſelf in dan- 
ger of ſuffocating on attempting to lay down in 
bed. He was told by the midwife, and likewiſe 
by Mr. Lebmacher, the other practitioner who 

attended, that the head of the child had al- 


ways continued to preſent, and that the pain 
in 
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m the region of the ſacrum had continued 
without intermiſſion, till lately, that a ſudden 


cracking noiſe had been obſerved even by_the 
byſtanders ; immediately upon this the pains 


had abated, but a very confiderable hæmor- 


rhage had occurred from the vagina. 


The head could not now be diſcovered, and 
the woman being in a very deſperate fituation, 
our author judged it adviſeable to effect a de- 
livery immediately by the feet, which was ac- 
cordingly done, the child being dead ; but as 
it did not appear to have been long ſo, ſome 
attempts were made for its recovery, though 
without effect, 


Nothing was omitted that could with any 
probability be of ſervice to the mother ; but 
no relief being obtained, ſhe at laſt died on 
the twelfth day after delivery. The belly had 


ſwelled to a very great degree, and any lochial 


diſcharge that had occurred was exceedingly 


fœtid, and of a dark brown colour. On 


opening the abdomen, after death, a vaſt 
quantity of bloody water was diſcharged, and 
alſo a great deal of very fœtid air. The omen- 
tum, ſtomach, and inteſtines, were greatly 
ſwelled and diſtended, and confiderable adhe- 
ſions occurred between different viſcera ; an 
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extenſive rupture was found in the uterus, be. 
ing internally of about four inches in length, 
and externally very nearly fix inches, 


The cavity of the uterus contained a quan- 
tity of black putrid blood, the body of the 
uterus itſelf, near to the ruptured parts, was 


.gangrenous, but the peritonzum covering that 


viſcus was not in any degree affected. 


The ſecond caſe here related was commu- 
nicated to our author by Mr. Cranz. A wo- 
man having died in the courſe of a tedious la- 


bour, the Cæſarian operation was performed, 
ſoon after death, when the uterus was found 


ruptured to ſuch an extent as to admit of the 
body of the fœtus being almoſt wholly pro- 
truded into the cavity of the abdomen. The 
only circumſtance which occurred on diſſection 
as the cauſe of the rupture of the uterus, was, 
the ſize of the fœtus, which was much larger 
than uſual ; and, from the account given by the 
midwife who attended, it had probably pre- 


ſented in a preternatural direction. 


Caſes third and fourth occurred, we are in- 
formed, to Mr. Lebmacher of Vienna. The 
Cæſarian operation was in both performed ſoon 
after the death of the mothers, but we are not 
informed whether either of the children were 
ſaved or not. l 
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As à more conciſe and diſtinct account is 


given of the different circumſtances which oc- 


curred in the fifth Caſe related by our author, 


than any of the preceding, we ſhall here tran- 
ſcribe the hiſtory. Wl 


He was called on the 22d of June to a wo- 
man newly dead in labour, with a view to ſave 
the child by the Cæſarian operation. The ab- 


domen, inſtead of being tenſe, and of a round- 


iſh ſhape, was ſoft and collapſed, and the 


limbs of the child were very petceptable to 


the touch, upon preſſure on the right fide of the 


abdomen. 


On making an incifion into the left fide of 


the abdomen, a great quantity of fluid blood 


burſt out, together with the head of the child, 


and a dead foetus was immediately extracted. 


The ſize of the fœtus was leſs than uſual at 
the eighth month of pregnancy, the colour of 


the ſkin appeared natural, nor was there any 


thing morbid diſcovered, and the placenta, be- 
ing ſeparated from the uterus, was extracted 

entire, 
A rupture of confiderable extent was de- 
tected in the anterior part of the uterus, a lit- 
tle aboye its neck, between that and the fun- 
4 ane dus ; 
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dus; the peritonæum, near to the laceration, 


was every way ſeparated from the uterus. The 
uterus appeared of a natural healthy colour ex- 


ternally, but its internal ſurface was ſomewhat 


ſpongy and gangrenous; the ligaments of the 
uterus, together with the ovaria and Fallopian 
tubes, were of a deep red colour. All the 
reſt of the viſcera appeared natural, but a con- 
ſiderable quantity of blood was found extrava- 
ſated in the abdomen, and the entrance to the 
pelvis, between the pubis and ſacrum, was 
ſomewhat more narrow than uſual. 


The following is an account of circumſtances 
which preceded this woman's death, as obtain- 


ed from the midwife, the huſband, and other 
relations. She was 35 years of age, had been 


liable to ſome abortions, but had nevertheleſs 
been delivered of ten children, of which ſeve- 


ral were then living. All her labours were te- 


* 


dious, and attended with convulſions; during 
this laſt pregnancy, ſhe frequently complained 
of a pain above the iha, and upon the pelvis, 
which, at times, was very acute, and on other 
occaſions more tolerable ; and about ſeven 
weeks before her death, ſhe fell upon the 
ſtreet, with her abdomen towards the ground, 
which left a kind of hot burning pain upon 


e the 
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the parts thus particularly expoſed to the vio- 
lence, | 


The day peededing that of her death, the 


patient was ſeized with burning pains over the 

abdomen, and on the region of the os ſacrum; 
and in the evening a ſmall degree of hemor- 
rhage rom the pudenda was obſerved. On 
the midwife being called, ſhe could not diſtin- 
guiſh properly whether the head of the child 
preſented or not, although the orifice of the 
uterus was ſomewhat dilated, and a very conſi- 
derable weight was diſcovered about its neck. 


The burning pains in the region of the ſa- 
crum, and on the anterior part of the abdo- 
men, became more violent, ſo as to be very 
tormenting. About two in the morning, the 


patient raiſed herſelf up in bed, paſſed her 


urine, and immediately fell down again, cry- 
ing moſt violently with pain. The pain above 
the pubis was ſo exceſſive as to give a ſenſa- 
tion as if fire was actually applied to the parts, 
and delirium, attended with convulſions, im- 
mediately occurred, 1 855 


The midwife, at this time, although the 
orifice. of the uterus ſtill remained dilated, 
could not diſcover any part of the foetus ; the 
hemorrhage had now diſappeared, the patient 
ſome- 
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ſometimes vomited, and was troubled with 
frequent faintings ; the face, hands, and feet 
became cold, and in a ſhort time thereafter ſhe 
died. A phyfician, who had been called in 
about an hour before death, preſcribed blood. 
letting, and ſome other remedies, but without 
any effect. — 


The midwife ſtill aſſerted that ſhe never 
could diſtinguiſh the head of the child ; and 
the likewiſe 1a1d that ſne could not diſcover the 
membranes, and that the waters never ap- 
peared, The patient during the laſt day of 
her life, loſt the uſe and feeling of her left 
arm, and could not move it in any degree, but 
with the aſſiſtance of her right hand. Our au- 
thor, in his remarks on this and the preced- 
ing caſes, obſerves, that in this laſt caſe, the 
figns which commonly precede a rupture of 
the uterus were pretty, manifeſt, particularly 
theſe pains in the regions of the oſſa ilia and 
pubis; ; that burning pain which in the begin- 
ning of the labour became ſo intolerable; the 
neck of the uterus always continuing higb, 
and the child making no progreſs, although 
the labour-pains were pretty ſevere, | 

The ſymptoms which occurred on the rup- 
ture actually taking place, he obſerves, were 
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very characteriſtic of this event, particularly 
that acute burning pain which inſtantly ſuc- 

ceeded an effort to make water ; the want of 
that weight at the orifice of the uterus, which 
the midwife had previouſly obſerved ; together 


with the vomiting, delirium, and conyulſions, 
which afterwards took place. 


The cauſes which evidently occurred here 
for the rupture of the uterus, were, the many 
difficult labours which the patient had formerly 
undergone; a circumſtance which our author 
remarks, might probably tend to weaken the 
uterus; but the moſt immediate cauſe he ſup- 
poſes to be an inflammation, with that ten- 
dency to gangrene obſerved after death, and 
which, ſhe thinks, might probably be induced 
by that fall, we are told the woman met with, 
a ſhort time before her being taken ill, 


When, from. a very tedious labour, or other 
circumſtances, there is reaſon to ſuſpect that 
a rupture of the uterus may occur, we are di- 
reed, as the moſt certain preventative, to ef- 
fect a delivery as quickly as poſfible, by turn- 


ing the child, if the head preſents, and ex- 
tracting by the feet. | 


In the five caſes here related by our author, 
the W all occurred 1 in different ſituations 


of 
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of the uterus, which gives him occaſion to re- 
mark, that every part of that viſcus is equally 
liable to be ruptured, 


II. 
Georgii Haffner Noſocomii Pazmarriani Chi. 


rurgi Diſſertatio Medico-Chirurgica, de Hydrope 
Articulorum. 8 vo. Vindobonæ. | 


Y dropſical ſwellings of the joints, our 
author here means thoſe tumors whoſe 
contents are either preternatural quantities 
of the ſynovia of joints, or collections of 
purulent, ſerous, or watery fluids. All the 
joints of the body are ſubject to this diſorder, 
but it occurs more frequently, we are told, in 
the knee than in any other. 


The following are enumerated by our author 
as the ſymptoms of the firſt ſtage of the diſeaſe. 


A pain is perceived on motion, which at firſt 
is ſlight, but afterwards becomes very ſevere, 
A ſoft colourleſs tumor is obſerved, which yields 
ſo much upon preſſure, as to admit, when it af- 
fects the knee, of the condyles of the femur be- 
ing felt. The ſwelling is at firſt equally diffuſed 
over the patella and neighbouring parts ; but as 
it enereaſes in ſize, it becomes frequently confined 
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to particular parts, inſomuch, that on ſome 
occaſions no tumor whatever is perceptible 
about the inſertion of the tendon into the pa- 
tella, while on one or both ſides of it a very 
conſiderable degree of ſwelling takes place. 
As the diſeaſe advances, the tumor, in ſome 
inſtances, arrives at very great degrees of mag- 
nitude, extending from two or three inches 
above the patella to an equal diſtance below i it. 
In general, the fluctuation of a fluid is very 
evident; but when the matter happens to be 
deep, and eſpecially when any degree of rigi- 


dity in the ligaments occurs, the fluctuation 
then becomes leſs perceptible. 


Theſe are the ſymptoms which uſually occur 
in the more recent ſtate of ſuch ſwellings; but 
when the diſorder has either been of long con- | 
tinuance, or has been improperly treated, it 
forms, as it were, a new diſeaſe, perfectly dif- 
ferent from the original dropſy of the joint, 
to which, indeed, it at laſt comes to retain no 
kind of analogy. 


In ſome ſuch inſtances the collection of mat- 
ter becomes ſo confiderable as to occaſion real 
diſlocations of the joints; but when, from the 
ſtrength of the articulation in the joints, diſſo- 
cations do not occur, the ſtagnating fluids, 
either 


— — — — — — — — -. CY _ = . - - = — — — * 
= — * * * 2 * * * 7 N 
2 ds * 1 — * — — — — — — ER — * — 
— — —— — 
- WD... & = — — - s > - — - - % — * 


134 


— a = — , Q 3 27 — <7. 
FFP m w u de th CAE 


MEDICAL 

either from the heat of the parts, or frotti 
their own proper acrimony, come to produce 
eroſions, inflammations, and ſuppurations of 
the ligaments and other ſoft parts, with cati- 


ous affections of the bones, which at laſt are 
commonly ſucceeded by fever; 


The cauſe of dropfical ſwellings of the 
joints, are referred by our author to two gene- 
ral heads. The firſt comprehends whateyer 
can produce an accumulation of the ſynovia of 
the joints, and the ſecond includes all ſuch 
cauſes as can occaſion a depoſition of any other 
kind of fluid in the cavities of joints, 


Some affections of the joints are enumerated, 
with which diſorders of this nature are apt to 
be confounded ; the firſt of theſe are ſwellings 
of the fungous kind. The following are the 
means of diſtinction pointed out by our author. 


In the firſt place he obſerves, that fungous 
excreſcences are commonly ſituated without 
the cavities of the joint, and are moveable with 
the ſkin, whereas dropſical collections of this 
nature are always contained in the capſular li- 
gaments of joints. | #56 

2d. The former moſt frequently proceed 
from external violence, whereas the latter uſu- 


ally ariſes from ſome internal cauſe. 
gd. The 
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3d. T he want of fluctuation in tumors from 
fungous excreſcencies afford another ground 
for diſtinction. mh F 

4th. The duration of fungous ſwellings, 
without an aggravation of ſymptoms, is com- 
monly much more conſiderable than ever oc- 
curs from dropfical collections. 

And, laftly, aſtringent cauſtic applications, 
which, in fungous ſwellings, are commonly 
recommended, frequently here do miſchief. 

Hydropic ſwellings in the cavities of joints 
may ſometimes too be confounded with de- 
matous tumors; but, by attending to the fol- 
lowing cireumſtances, the one may always be 
readily diſtinguiſhed fron: the other. An 
oedema always occupies the cells of the adi- 
pole membrane, whereas the other is always 
confined to the cavities of capſular ligaments. 
In the latter, a fluctuation is always more or 
leſs evident; whereas in the former no fluctua- 
tion ever takes place, and the ſwelled parts are 
eaſily pitted by preſſure. 


In the cure of, diſorders of this kind, we are 
deſired, in their incipient ſtates, always to at- 
tempt diſcuſſion. With this view, cold water 
poured upon the parts is recommended ; fric- 
tions, frequently repeated; fomentations of 
wine, falt, vinegar, urine, and other acrid 


ſub- 
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ſubſtances; embrocations of any of the warm 
mineral waters, and more particularly fomen- 
tations of cicuta, which are adviſed as the moſt 
effectual application for every ſwelling of this 
nature. Hydrogogue purges, diuretics, ſudo- 
rifics, and other internal medicines of the ſame 
nature, are directed to be uſed at the ſame 
time with theſe external applications. 


By a proper continuance of a courſe of this 
kind, many hydropic ſwellings of the joints, we 
are told, have been removed; and one very bad 
caſe is related of a ſwelling of this nature, in the 
joint of the foot, attended with ſevere pains, and 
a conſiderable collection of a fluid, which was 
cured by the uſe of fomentations of cicuta alone, 


But when diſorders of this kind have been 
of long continuance, ſo as to have occafioned 
any conſiderable degree of ſwellings, we are 
directed not to have much dependence either 
on internal remedies or external applications. 
In ſuch inſtances we are deſired, as the only 
effectual method, to evacuate the contained 
matter by a ſmall opening into the cavities of 
the joints. Different modes of opening ſuch 
collections have been adopted; the moſt fre- 
quent is by means of a lancet, or trocar, and 
afrerwards introducing ſmall doſſils of lint, or 
other ſubſtances, to prevent a too ſudden co- 
aleſcence 
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aleſcence of the parts. This method our author 
long purſued ; ſometimes it proved ſucceſsful, 
but much more frequently it failed, from the for- 
mation of matter, febrile affections, and other 
bad ſymptoms which often enſued. Art laſt, 
accident diſcovered a mode of proceeding, 
which he has ever fince followed, and always 
with ſucceſs, 


A ſwelled joint was opened in the uſual way, 
and it was intended alſo to prevent the ſides of 
the wound from coaleſcing, by the introduction 
of proper doſſils; as without attending to that 
precaution, it was not ſuppoſed that a cure 
could be obtained. When the parts came to 
be examined, however, with a view to their 
being dreſſed, the doſſils were found to have 
been improperly applied, ſo that the wound in 
the capſular ligament of the joint was healed 
up. In conſequence of this, our author never 
doubted but the operation would be to do over 
again, but was greatly ſurpriſed to find that 
the reſult proved otherwiſe, a ſpeedy arid laſk- 
ing cure being obtained without any farther 
remedy than the uſe of cicuta fomentations to 
the parts. Since that period, our author has 
always practiſed this operation, in the follow- 
ing manner. Suppoſing the diſeaſe is ſeated 

Vor. VI. No. 22. K - = 
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in the knee; as the ſwelling is commonly more 


prominent above the patella, and ſomewhat to 
one ſide than at any other part, the outer ſide of 
the joint is fixed upon for the opening, which he 
directs to be made with a ſmall lancet, between 
the inſertion of the tendon of the rectus muſcle 
of the thigh, and the external hamſtrings. After 
the opening is effected, all the contained mat- 
ter is directed to be evacuated, either by pro- 
per preſfure, or by a gentle rotatory motion of 
the leg and foot. This being done, the open- 
ing is to be as exactly united as poſſible, by 


means of an adheſive plaſter, and a proper 
bandage. 


On ſome occafions, we are told, a ſecond 
opening has been rendered neceflary, but this, 
our author ſays, occurs very feldom, Any ſmall 
quantities of fluid, which ſometimes remain in 
the parts, after every method has been tried 
for their evacuation, will in general be eafily 
diſſipated by the uſe of cicuta fomentations. 


Our author does not mean to ſay, that the 
mode propoſed will ever prove effectual, when 
the diſorder has procceded to any of its more 
advanced ſtages. In ſuch inſtances, when the li- 
gaments, bones, &c. become affected, very 

different methods of cure become neceſſary; it 


18 
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is only in the ſimple ſtate of a collected fluid 
that be means to recommend the practice. 
Having finiſhed his obſervations upon drop- 
ſical ſwellings of the joints, our author then 
proceeds to favour us with ſome miſcellaneous 
remarks on the treatment of other diſorders. 


A ſimilar mode of treatment to that which is 
above recommended for collections about the 
joints, will probably be found to anſwer, we 
are told, in all tumors of the hydatide kind, 
in caſes of encyſted dropſy wherever they are 


ſituated, and in the empyema—Of this laſt 


diſorder a caſe is related, where the practice 
proved effectual. 


The following hiſtory being very remark- 
able, we ſhall ſtate it fully, A woman, who 
for ſeveral weeks had complained of a violent 
pain in her right arm and ſhoulder, was, at her 
own earneſt defire, let blood. The blood was 
taken from the ſound arm; in a very ſhort 
ſpace after the operation, ſhe was ſeized with 
anxiety, difficulty of-breathing, and heat about 
the precordia. Theſe ſymptoms encreafing, 
the patient was at laſt ſeized with a difficulty 
of ſwallowing, which gradually became worſe, 
ſo that for five days before death, ſhe was not 
able to ſwallow any thing. 
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On opening the body after death, the peri- 
cardium was found ſo diſtended with an ichor- 
ous kind of purulent matter, that almoſt the 
whole cavity of the cheſt was filled with it; 
and no other cauſe for the difficult deglutition 
could be dete&ted. 


A very bad caſe of fiſtula in ano is related, 
that was cured by injections of a decoction of 
cicuta, The diſeaſe had been of two years 
ſtanding ; penetrated ſeveral inches up the 
rectum; and as there was a ſuſpicion of the 
os ſacrum being carious, a palliative treatment 
was attempted ; in the ſpace of fix weeks from 
the commencement of the cicuta injections, a 
complete cure was obtained, 


The laſt remark made by our author reſpects 
incarcerated hernia, in- which the application 
of oats, moderately heated,. to the ſwelled 
part, is recommended as a practice frequently 
found effectual at Vienna, It was among the 
common people only, that the practice took 
place. Our author acknowleges, that, for a 
long time he placed no dependence upon their 
effects; at laſt, by repeated evidence of their 
influence, he was convinced of the contrary ; 
and a caſe of hernia'is related; in which, after it 
had refiſted the uſe of tobacco-ſmoke, and every 


appli- 
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application common in ſuch caſes, the opera- 
tion was reſolved upon ; but the patient's wife 


inſiſting on a trial of dried oats, the requeſt was 
agreed te, and a cure was thereby obtained. 


III. 


Jacobi Koſtrzewſki; Poloni, Nobilis Patritii Var- 
ſovienſis A. A. L. L. et Philoſopbiæ DoFtoris, 
Diſſertatio Medica de Gratiola. 88. Vindo- 


bonæ. 


E are here favoured with a Diſſertation 

on the medicinal effects of hedge-hyſ- 

ſop, the Gratiola of Linnæus, Bauhin, and 
other botanical writers. 


Before proceeding to the experimental part 
of the treatiſe, it may not be improper to give 
our author's deſcription of the plant; and, 
with a view to avoid every riſk of miſrepreſen- 
tation, we mall here deliver it in his own 
words. = 
Plante deſcriptio. 

& Ex Radice alba, teretiuſcula, geniculata, 
calami mediocris craſſetie fibris albidis deorſum 
tendentibus, horizontaliter repente, ſtolonibus 


aucta, perenni emergunt. 
| K 3 Caules 
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Caules dodrantales, aut altiores, ima parte, 
præſertim ſubmerſa, teretes, ſubnudi; reliqua 
parta ſubanguloſi, erecti, intus ſpongioſi, medi- 
tullio inanes, jam ſimplices jamque ramoſi. 

c Foliis hi ornantur ex adverſo poſitis, gla- 
bris, ſubtrinerviis, unciam aut ſeſcunciam 
longes, quatuor ad quinque lineas latis; ex 
baſi latiore caulem amplexante & quaſi in eo 
decurente, unde caulis ſubanguloſus adparet, 
ultra medietatem integris; altera vero Parte 
apicem verſus argute ſerratis. 


«* Flores e foliorum axillis prodeunt ſolitari, 
pedunculati; quorum. 


© Calyx monaphyllus, in quinque lacinias 
tubulatas profunde partitus, vix non ſemper 
duobus aliis foliolis linearibus patentibus, non- 
nunquam vero cum ipſo calyce coalitis, auc- 
tus eſt. | 


© Corolla monopetala tubo guadet calyce du- 
plo longiore, deorſum incurvato, ſuperius fuſ- 
ceſcente, parumper conplanato, inferius ſordide 
luteo, ſtriato; ore partito in lacinias quatuor 
purpuraſcentes, obtuſas, patentes; lacinia ſu- 
prema leviter emarginata, parumper latiore 
magiſque erecta, unde TERS quodammodo 


2dparet flos. 
Ha- 
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& Stamina intra corollæ faucem ſubvilloſam 
latent duo antherifera, filamentis brevibus ſupe- 
riori parti tubi adcreta; alia duo filamenta ad 
baſin corolla egrediuntur libera, tenuia; tubi 
longitudine; anthera deficiente, cujus loco mi- 
nutiuſculum apice capitulum gerunt. 


* Germen e fundo calycis perfiſtentis exſurgit 
conicum, in ſtilum ſimplicem elongatum, ſtig- 
mate uncinato terminatum ; quod in capſulam 
abit ex ovato acuminatam, - dilute rufeſcentem 
bilocularem, bivalem, ſeminibus exiguis rufis 
fœtam. | 
Jota planta ſapore inſigniter amaro prædita 


eſt, Creſcit paſſim in rivulis aliiſque locis in- 
undatis aut uliginoſis. 


6 Floret menſe Julio, et Auguſto.” 


The ſecond chapter of the Diſſertation, con- 
tains tke different appellations by which the 
plant, now under confideration, has been diſtin- 
guiſhed ; apd likewiſe the opinions of various 
authors with reſpect to its medicinal qualities. 


In the third chapter are related three 
caſes, which place in a ſtriking point of view 
the good effects of gratiola in maniacal diſ- 
orders; and in the laſt chapter we are favoured 

with an account of its effects in a variety of 
other complaints. 1 


K 4 A ſtout 
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A ſtout robuſt man, aged 32 years, in the year 
1772, was ſeized with a kind of melancholy, 
which very ſoon terminated in real mania 
when he became ſo furious as frequently to 
break the chains with which it was found ne- 
ceſſary to bind him down to his bed. After 
repeated blood-lettings, and various other re- 
medies had been tried in vain, the patient was 
brought to the Spaniſh hoſpital at Vienna, in 
the month of October, 1774. 
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He was now as bad as ever; his appetite, 
however, was good, his pulſe full, and. the 
ſtate of his belly and urine natural. Here 
alſo repeated blood-lettings were preſcribed, 
with aperients, and large quantities of cam- 
phor ; as alſo bliſters, both to the neck and 
legs. But no beneficial effects being obſerved 


from theſe remedies, the powder of gratiola 
was at laſt had recourſe to. 
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Half a drachm of the powder was exhibit- 
ed at eight o'clock in the morning, and four 
pounds of decoction of graſs was allowed each 
day for ordinary drink. In an hour after taking 
the powder, both vomiting, purging, and a 
copious flow of urine were produced. Ten 
grains of the powder were alſo given in the 
evening, 


Next 
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Next morning another half drachm of the 
powder was preſcribed ; the patient was this 
day conſtantly delirious, and his pulſe had ſuf- 
ſered no material alteration. The ſame effects 
of vomiting, purging, and a copious flow of 
urine, were again the conſequence of the exhi- 
bition of the powder. The evening doſe was 
now omitted, 


The fame quantity of the powder was exhi- 
bited on the third day, and with the ſame ef- 
fects. On the fourth day, the patient appeared 
more ſerene, his appetite was good, his ſleep 
quiet, and no medicine was this day given, but 
the decoction of graſs. 


On the fifth day he was much more furious 
than in the preceding day : half a drachm of 
the powder was given in the morning ; and in 
the evening four grains of pills, of the Cyno- 
gloſſus, were preſcribed. 


On the 6th, 5th, and 8th days, the patient 
ſtill continued delirious, and the medicines on 
theſe days were altogether omitted: on the gth, 
1oth, and 11th days, he was ſomewhat more 
quiet, and the medicine was again preſcribed, 
and with the ſame ſenſible effects as before. 


On the 12th day from the commencement 
of the remedy, the patient was in every re- 
— nas 1 ſpect 
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ſpect much better; he anſwered queſtions diſ. 
tinctly, and did not now practiſe a variety of 
abſurd geſtures, he had formerly done. The 
decoction of graſs was continued, but the gra- 
tiola was omitted, On the 143th day he was 
ſo well as to write a well- connected letter, On 
the 15th day he was ſtill better, reaſoned ſen- 
fibly upon every ſubje&; his pulſe, tongue, and 
ſtate af reſt, were now all natural. A ſcruple 
of the powder was this day exhibited, and 
with the ſame effects as before, of vomiting, 
purging, and a copious flow of purine, 


From this period, to the time of his diſmiſ- 
fon from the hoſpital, which happened about 
ſeven weeks from the day of his admiſſion, he 
continued in perfect health, and did not ſhew 
the leaſt appearance of mania, 


In the treatment of the other two caſes of 
mania, cured by the uſe of gratiola, the re- 
medy was exhibited in nearly the ſame doſes, 
and in the ſame manner as related in the pre- 
ceding caſe, and it uniformly produced the 


ſame effects of vomiting, purging, and a co: 
pious flow of urine, 


We ſhall now give the particulars of a few 
of the other caſes related by our author, 
wherein the effects of the remedy under confi- 


deration 
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deration appeared remarkable. In theſe caſes 
the powder was prepared as follows, and exhi- 
bited according to the following directions. 
N Extract. Gratiol. 3j. 

+ Sacch. Alb. Lap. Cancror, aa gf. 

Semen Fznic. 3j. M. f. pulvis tenuiſſimus, de 
quo ſumantur ab initio ter de die grana decem 
augendo ſenſſim doſim, donec diei ſpatio 
drachma integra abſumatur. 


The firſt of theſe hiſtories contains the caſe 
of a girl, who laboured under an obſtinate 
ozena, from a venereal taint, Having, for the 
ſpace of fix months, made frequent trials of all 
the uſual antivenereal remedies, without any 
advantage, recourſe was then had to the pulvis 
gratiole, The medicine being continued for 
the ſpace of two months, or little more, a 
complete cure was thereby obtained, 


A young man, aged 21, was affected with 
obſtinate ulcers in the fauces, carioſities in the 
bones of the noſe and palate, and tophi; and 
exoſtoſes of the bones of the extremities. For 
the ſpace of two years, every antivenereal re- 
medy in common uſe had been had recourſe 
to, but with no beneficial effect whatever, and 
at this time the pulvis gratiolæ was preſcribed, 

The uſual ſymptoms of nauſea, a copious 


flow of urine, and frequent ſtools, were the 
only 
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only effects at firſt obſerved from the medi- 
dicine. On the 36th day from the commence. 
ment of the remedy, the ulcers on the fauces 
began to put on a better appearance, and in a 
ſhort time thereafter were perfectly cured.— 
The bones of the noſe and palate exfoliated, 
the tophi and exoſtoſes were by degrees dif. 
cuſſed, and the patient was diſmiſſed entirely 
cured on the fortieth week from his admiſſion 
to the hoſpital. | | 


A man aged 92 years, after having for a 
great length of time made uſe of yarious re- 
medies for ulcers in his forehead and arm, at- 
tended with carious affections of the bones 
underneath, but without any advantage from 
them, was at laſt put upon a courſe of pulvis 
gratiole.,— Nauſea, a copious flow of urine, fre- 
quent ſtools, and violent head-achs, were the 
firſt evident effects of the medicine ; and in the 


courſe of a few weeks, a cure of the different 
ſymptoms was obtained, 


A man, aged 34 years, was adviſed to have 
recourſe to the ſame remedy for a venereal, 
 eancerous-hke ulcer on the penis, conjoined 


with a phymoſis; the inguinal glands were alſo 
welled and indurated. 


4 


The 
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The uſual conſequences were firſt obſerved 
from the medicine; and to theſe a copious ſa- 
tivation ſupervened, about a month from the 
commencement of the remedy; and in the 
ſnace of another month from. that period, a 
complete cure was obtained, 


The powder of gratiola was preſcribed for 
a young man labouring under a ſwelled teſticle, 
from a venereal infection. The medicine pro- 
duced the uſual effects of vomiting, purging, 
an increaſed ſecretion. of urine, and it alſo 
acted as a powerful ſudoriſic. In little more 
than a month the man was diſmiſſed cured, 


A girl, aged 24 years, was admitted for à 
fluor albus, conjoined with buboes, from a ye- 
nereal taint z the pulvis gratiolz was here alſo 
preſcribed. 


On the 15th day from the commencement 
of the remedy, the fluor albus ſtill continued 
violent, but the buboes were ſenſibly diminiſh- 
ed ; and in five weeks from the time of her 
admiſhon, both the buboes, and diſcharge 
trom the vagina, were entirely removed. 


From the events of the caſes above related, 
as well as from a variety. of others in which 
this medicine proved equally efficacious, the 

follows, 
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following concluſions, our author obſerves, 
may be drawn with reſpect to it. 


iſt; The gratiola may be given with ſafety, 
both to male and female patients, 


2d. In all diſorders proceeding from a ſuper- 
abundance of ſerum in the fluids, it appears 
to be a moſt effectual remedy. 

3d. In conſequence of this, it is had re- 
courſe to, with very great advantage, in me- 
lancholia and mania, ariſing from that ſtate of 
the ſyſtem. | 
th. As it powerfully promotes purging, 
vomiting, ſweat, and urine, it is hence much 
ſuperior to any of the uſual evacuating reme- 
dies, molt of which prove only active in in- 
ducing one of theſe diſcharges at once. 


5th. The moſt obſtinate caſes of gonorrhea, 
fluor albus, and venereal ulcers, are cured by 
the powder. In ſome inflances it has induced 
ſalivation; but whether or not it can always 
be made to produce that effect, 15 not as yet 
altogether certain. 


6th. The powder of gratiola, prepared 
from the extract, and exhibited with ſugar, 
does not induce . vomiting ; and on the con- 
trary, the powder of the root always promotes 


that evacuation, 


IV. Joh, 
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IV. 


Joh. Franciſci Ignat. Probſt Diſſertatio inaugur. de 
Sale Volatili Cantharidum. 8. Norimbergæ. 


FT ER giving a deſcription of the inſects 
A termed cantharides, the following che- 
mical analyſis of them is related by our author. 

A pound of cantharides being put into a glaſs 
retort, properly fitted with a receiver, the re- 
tort was then placed in a fand heat; the fire 
was at firſt very moderate, but was gradually 
increaſed to a high degree of hear, 


Three ounces and a half of an urinous 
kind of ſpirit, with a very diſagreeable flavour, 
were firſt brought over. Six drams of a fœtid, 
brown, viſcid oil, and two ounces of beau- 
tiful white cryſtals adhered to the receiver. 
The inſe&s remaining in the retort ſtill re- 
tained their original figure, although con- 
verted into a coal.— This coal, however, was 
not entirely deprived of its oil, as appeared from 
its being very inflammable, but on being 
lixiviated with water it did not appear to con- 
tain any fixed ſalt. 


The ſpirit obtained by this proceſs feemed 
evidently of a ſaline nature ; blue vegetable 
infu- 
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infuſions were changed by it to a green colour, 
It efferveſced with a ſolution of mercury in the 
nitrous acid, and yielded by precipitation a 
white powder. | 


As an opinion has very generally prevailed 
among practitioners, that the activity of can- 
tharides depends upon the quality of the falt 
contained in them, ſeveral experiments were 
tried with a view to aſcertain the fact. 


A ſcruple of this ſalt being mixed with a 
drachm of melilot, was applied to the back 
of the hand, after the part had been rubbed 
with a woollen cloth wet with vinegar. As nei- 
ther pain, veſication, nor even the leaſt degree 
of inflammation was produced, after the plaſ- 
ter had been applied twenty-four hours, the 
quantity of ſalt was doubled, and a little of the 
oil and ſpirit of cantharides being added to the 
compoſition, the application was again renew- 


ed, but no effects whatever were obſerved 
from it. 


With a view to aſcertain the effects of the 
medicine, when exhibited internally, our 
author thought it prudent to proceed with 
more caution, On,the firſt day of the expe- 
riment he took one grain; on the ſecond, two 


grains 3 
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grains; on the third, four grains; on the 
fourth, fix grains; on the fifth, eight grains; 
on the fixth, ten prains; on the ſeventh, 
twelve grains: each doſe being diſſolved in a 
ſpoonful of water. And as no effect was pro- 
duced by any of them upon the kidneys, he 
went on, increaſing the doſe four grains daily, 
till at laſt he came to take two ſcruples at 
once; and as even then no evident effects re- 
ſulted from the medicine, he concludes, that 
it is not from the ſalt contained in cantharides, 
that they either bliſter when applied exter- 
nally, or affect the kidneys when * 
exhibited. 


As our author did not propoſe, in this diſſer- 
tation, to carry his enquiry farther than to de- 
termine the effects of the ſalt of cantharides, 
he does not pretend to ſay in what parts of 
theſe inſects their activity reſides. 


Vol. VI. No. 22. L V. Ma- 
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V. 


Mathaei Franciſci Alix. Medicine et Chirurgie 
Doftoris, Acad. Elef. Scient. Utilium Mem, 


&c, Obſervata Chirurgica F I J. 30, 
Altenburg. 


N the volume now before us, we are fa- 
voured with a variety of intereſting caſes 
and obſervations, which appear to have been 
noted down by our author as they occurred to 
him in the courſe of his practice. Of theſe 


we ſhall here give an account of ſome of the 
moſt remarkable. | 


De Tumore in Regione Unbilicali. 


A woman, who, for ſome time, had per- 
ceived a tumor on the umbilical region, ap- 
plied to a perſon for advice, who had long 
been famous for the efficacy of a plaſter in 
caſes of hernia, As the caſe, now mentioned, 
was ſuſpected to be of that nature, the plaſter 


was applied, with a very tight bandage over it. 
The tumor, which, till then, had not given 

much uneaſineſs, became painful and inflamed; 

and 
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and an abſceſs was ſoon produced, which ter- 


minated in an ulcer, by which the excrements 
from the inteſtines were diſcharged, 


As the patient became daily worſe, the aſ- 
ſiſtance of our author was deſired. On ex- 
amining the parts, he found the opening in the 
gut was in that portion which forms the ſmall 
inteſtines; at leaſt he ſuſpected ſo, from the 
food being now diſcharged at the opening, and 
with very little change being produced on it from 
the time of its being taken in at the mouth. 
With the excrements diſcharged by the anus, 


there were found mixed quantities of putrefied 
worms. 


As the woman, before the appearance of the 
tumour, had been liable to frequent pains in the 
abdomen, and had at different times both vo- 
mited and paſſed by ſtool worms of a very 
great length; our author immediately ſuſpect- 
ed theſe animals to have been the original cauſe 
of the diſorder; inſtances of which he remarks 
are mentioned both by Tiſſot in his Avis au Peu- 


ple, and in the Phyſical and Hun Eſſays 
of Edinburgh. 


On this ſuppoſition, the ulcer was dreſſed 
with ſimple digeſtives, and the opening was 
Preſerved with a view to encourage a diſcharge 
L 2 of 


\ 
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of worms. At the ſame time, a courſe of an- 
thelmintic medicines was preſcribed. 


In the ſpace of ten days, or ſo, from the 
commencement of this treatment, a very great 
number of worms were diſcharged by the 
opening, ſome of them almoſt a yard in length, 
After this, the ſore was allowed to heal; and 
a firm cicatrix being produced, a complete 
cure was obtained. With a view to prevent a 
farther generation of worms, a courſe of lima- 
tura Martis was preſcribed, with gentle purga- 
tives at proper intervals, 


De Ulceribus benignis intempęſtive Sanatis. 


The following is given as a remarkable in- 
ſtance of the bad effects of healing old ulcers, 
without the previous introduction of adequate 
drains. | 
A woman, aged 535, whoſe menſes had left 
her five years before, conſulted our author for 
an ulcer on each leg, which had been of a 
twelve-month's duration. | 


As the ſores did not give much uneaſineſs, 
and as the woman enjoyed exceeding good 
health, ſhe was adviſed to allow them to re- 
main open, eſpecially, as from their continu- 
ance the conſtitution had become habituated 

to 
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to the diſcharge, If, however, ſhe was re- 
ſolved on having them dried up, two iſſues 
were recommended, with a view of diſcharging 
the ſame quantity of matter. The patient went 
away determined to follow the advice ſhe had 
received, Unluckily, however, in a ſhort time 
thereafter ſhe happened to meet with an itine- 
rant practitioner, who promiſed her a certain 


cure, without any riſk to her health, and with- - 


out the trouble of ſubſtituting any drain what- 
ever. 


By the uſe of ſtrong aſtringent applications, 
a cure of the ſores was very ſoon obtained, 
and the patient continued to enjoy her uſual 


good health for the ſpace of fourteen days. 


But about that period ſhe began to complain 
of want of appetite, and a general laffitude 
and, in eight days thereafter, ſhe was ſeized 
with a violent hard cough, great heat upon her 


ſkin, a tenſeneſs of the abdomen, and great 
difficulty of breathing. 


Theſe complaints becoming alarming, the 
aſſiſtance of our author was again called for. 
All the remedies uſual in ſuch caſes were had 
recourſe to, but with no advantage whatever. 
The difficulty of breathing, 1 in the mean time, 
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increaſing to ſuch a degree, as to endanger 
ſuffocation. 


It now occurred to our author, that nothin 

would probably prove ſo effectual for the removal 

of theſe complaints as the renewal of the drains 
to which the conſtitution had formerly been ac- 
cuſtomed. Andwith a view to obtain as quick 
a diſcharge in that way as poſſible, ſeveral ſcari- 
fications were made upon the ſeats of the for- 
mer ſores, all of ſuch depths as to admit of 
the introduction of ſmall pieces of Radix Iridis 
Florentine, The wounds being dreſſed with 
baſilicon, and covered with a plaſter, were 
left in that ſtate for the ſpace of three days 
without being looked at. 


At the firſt dreſſing, the ointment and plaſ. 
ter were found wet with a kind of ſanies; by 
degrees the diſcharge encreaſed, and in pro- 
portion as the matter encreaſed-in quantity, the 
patient got gradually better; ſo that in the 
ſpace of fourteen days, ſhe was almoſt entirely 
well. Her appetite returned, ſhe could now 
go to ſleep with eaſe, and the difficulty of 
breathing very ſoon diſappeared. 


Hiſtoria 
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Hiſtoria walde curioſa Brachii Sphacelo corrupti. 


A man, aged 72, was ſeized with a large 
inflammatory tumour en the back of his left 
hand, attended with continued violent pains, 
thirſt, a ſmart fever, and delirium. 


A plaſter, and ſome other improper appli- 
cations were, for ſome time, made uſe of, till 
a blackneſs had been obſerved over all the hand 
and part of the fore arm; the aſſiſtance of our 
author was then defired. | 


His firſt viſit was on the 13th of July, 1772: 
the patient was at that time very low, his pulſe 
ſmall; a gangrene occupied the fingers, hand, 
and one half of the fore-arm. The parts were 
as hard as a piece of wood, and he complained 
of little or no pain. 


Amputation of the limb was recommended 
by our author, as the only probable means of 
ſaving the patient's life, as it did not appear to 
be a caſe that could admit of any attempt for 
ſaving the limb, as recommended in caſes of 
gangrene by Mr. Bilguer. But the operation 
was not agreed to, and our author not being 
in that part of the country for a good many 
months, did not again ſee the patient till 
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the 18th of December following. At this 
time the patient did not complain of any pain, 
had no want of appetite, and his pulſe was 
better. The gangrene had by this time ſpread 


up to the joint of the elbow, 


As it was not ſuppoſed the man could live 
long, no farther enquiries were made about 
him, till a full year thereafter, viz, on the 
19th of December, 1773, when our author 
called at his houſe, to learn the event of the 
caſe, The patient was ſtill as firm and ſtout 
as ever, although at this time he laboured un- 
der a tertian intermittent ; he had loſt one of 
his eyes, theſphacelus had ſpread over the whole 
arm up to the ſhoulder-joint, the parts til] 
continued hard, were equally black as a bit of 
ſmoked meat, but did not emit any cadaverous 
ſmell. At laſt, towards the end of that month 
the arm fell off, without the leaſt hemorrhage 
enſuing, the remaining parts dried without any 
diſcharge whatever, and the old man, at the 
time of this publication, continued to enjoy 
very good health, 


De Tendine Achillis diſciſo, artificioſa deligatione fe- 
liciter ſanato, 

A young healthy man, having unluckily 

got the tendo Achillis of one of his legs divided 

| by 


COMMENTARIES. 161 


by a cut, had recourſe for relief to an ignorant 

ractitioner, who, not regarding the wounded 
tendon, ſtaffed the cavity, occaſioned by the 
wound, full of lint, This occaſioning a great 
addition of pain, the aſſiſtance of our author 
was then deſired. It was now two days from 
the time that the wound had been inflicted, 


which made it doubtful whether a re- union of 


the divided tendon could be expected or not. 
This, however, being attempted, a complete 


cure, we. are told, was in due time accom- 
pliſhed. 


The principal part of the cure conſiſted in 
keeping the divided parts as near together as 
poſſible, by the leg being kept bent, and the 
foot drawn backwards, and ſecured in that 
poſition, by means of proper ligatures, carried 


between it and a circular 4 placed upon 
the thigh, 


VI. Ca- 
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VI. 


Caroli de Mertens, N. D. Obſervationes Medice 
de Febribus putridis, de Pefte, nonnulliſque aliis 
Morbis. 12mo. Vindobonæ. 


UR author, who for ſeveral years practiſed 

as a phyſician in Moſcow, in the firſt part 
of this treatiſe gives a very diſtinct and parti- 
cular account of the rife, progreſs, and me- 
thod of treatment of a putrid catarrhal fever, 
which prevailed in that city in the years 1768, 
1769, and 1770, 

In the ſecond part of the publication, we are 
favoured with an account of the plague, which 
raged with ſuch violence at Moſcow, in the 
year 1771, as to carry off 70,000 of the inha- 
bitants in the ſpace of a very few months. In 
the month of September of that year, upwards 
of 22,000 died of it. There were even differ- 


ent inſtances of 1200 being carried off by 1 it 
in the ſpace of twenty-four hours, 


The war which commenced between the 
Ruſſians and Turks in the year 1769, and the 
intercourſe which that event occaſioned be- 
tween the two nations, was the means, we are 


told, 


— | 
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told, of the plague being, at this time, intro- 
duced into Ruſha, For. ſome time, the prac- 
titioners of Moſcow were at a loſs to diſcover 
how the contagion had been brought to that 
city, till at laſt it was diſcovered to have come 
from the army with two ſoldiers, who died 
in the military hoſpital of Moſcow. Their 
bodies being given to an anatomiſt, he thereby 
received the infection of which he died. 
From him, and from the hoſpital where the 
ſoldiers had lodged, the diſeaſe very quickly 
ſpread over the city. The diſorder ſhewed it- 
ſelf by different ſymptoms, according to the 
conſtitutions attacked by it, and according to 
the ſtate of the weather at the time; but in 
general it began with head- ach, giddineſs, 
horripilatio, proſtration of ſtrength, a ſlight 
degree of fever, nauſea, vomiting, redneſs of 
the eyes, a dejected countenance, and a white 
foul tongue. A tickling attended with flight, 
pains were perceived in theſe places where 
the buboes and carbuncles afterwards broke 
out. Many died on the firſt or ſecond day of 
the attack, before any of theſe tumours made 
their appearance. In ſuch inſtances, however, 
an eruption commonly appeared a few hours 

ST before 
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before death, of petechiæ and red ſpots, but 
in a few even theſe were wanting. 


The buboes and carbuncles commonly ap- 
peared on the ſecond or third day; ſeldom on 
the fourth. In ſome few inſtances, the difeaſe 
on its firſt attack, put on an inflammatory 
form, as appeared from the burning heat which 
took place, together with the intenſe thirſt, 
high - coloured urine, redneſs of the cheeks, 
and a high degree of phrenitis. But mueh more 
frequently the fever from the beginning ap- 
peared evidently to be of the nervous kind, 
all the ſymptoms which occured being ſuch as 
commonly attend feyers of that nature. In 
a few the fever put on the appearance of an 
intermittent, 


Such as were carried off by the diſeaſe, all 

died before the ſixth day, inſomuch that thoſe 
who lived till the ſeventh, were always pro- 
nounced to be out of danger. 


The buboes which occur in this diſeaſe 
are glandular ſwellings, generally ſomewhat 
painful, and more or leſs elevated. Their 
uſual ſeat is in the arm-pits or groins, but 
they alſo happen in other parts, as in the neck, 
cheeks, &c. 


Theſe 
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. Theſe ſwellings are to be conſidered, we are 
told, as the true crifis of the plague ; but in 
order to their proving beneficial, they muſt be 
perfectly ſuppurated. In many inſtances they 
arrived even to the ſize of walnuts, and ſud- 
denly again diſappeared ; and in others they 
neither became painful nor inflamed, In theſe 
they afforded no relief ; and in the former it 
was always ſuppoſed that death was nor far 
diſtant, | 


Swellings of the parotid glands frequently 
occured, but they never produced ſuch com- 
plete cures as the buboes, 


Carbuncles, our author defines to be a gan- 
grenous ſpot upon the ſkin, having the ap- 
pearance of a burn, with red, livid, or black 
veſicles, bounded by an inflammatory ring, 
which ſoon terminates in a hard black eſchar. 
The anthrax, he obſerves, is an affection of 
ſomewhat the ſame nature with the carbuncle, 
only the former is more prominent, penetrates 
deeper into the adipoſe membrane, and occa- 
ſions a higher degree of pain and inflamma- 
tion, | 


The petechiz which occured here were 


ſimilar to thoſe uſually obſerved in 'putrid 
: feyers, 
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fevers, though ſomewhat larger. The vibices 
gave the appearance of a part ſeverely whipped. 
All ' theſe exanthemata were confidered as 
ſymptoms of the worſt kind, as they were 
generally forerunners of approaching death, 


With reſpect to the pulſe in this diſorder, 
our author obſerves, that nothing certain can 
be ſaid, for as ſoon as the contagion became 
ſo infectious as to be propagated by the 
touch, practitioners had not afterwards ſuch 
a near intercourſe with their patients. Some, 
indeed, he remarks, had the curioſity till to 
examine the pulſe, either through the inter- 
vention of a glove, or of a piece of tobacco 
applied to the patient's wriſt, but the accounts 
thus obtained were ſo various and different, that 
it is not neceſſary to enumerate them. 


The diſeaſe at its commencement, in the be- 
ginning of the year, did not make great pro- 
greſs ; but gradually became more univerſal 
as the weather turned warmer, From the 
month of July,. till the month of September, 
it raged with moſt violence; not above four 
recovering out of a hundred attacked with it 
during that period. But from that time for- 
ward, the contagion became gradually milder, 


and 


and at laſt ceaſed entirely, when the cold froſty 
weather became fixed and ſteady. 


In the treatment of the plague, the dif- 
order our author obſerves, may, with propriety, 
be divided into two ſtages, viz. the nervous, 
and putrid. The former comprehends merely 
that degree of confuſion and diſturbance given 
to the nervous ſyſtem on the firſt introduction 
of the peſtilential miaſma; and the latter, or 
putrid ſtage, commences at the time the miaſma 
begins to operate upon the blood and other 


fluids, in aſſimilating them to its own putrid 
nature. 


In the commencement, or nervous ſtate of 
the diſorder, there have been inſtances, our 
author obſerves, of the miaſma being carried 
off by means, of ſweat. Hence, at this period of 
the diſeaſe gentle diaphoretics, ſuch as tepid 
ſubacid drinks, are recommended; camphorated 
emulſions, juleps of camphor and muſk. were 


of uſe, Gentle emetics were here alſo ſervice- ; 


able, particularly of ipecacuanha, By one 
practitioner, a great quantity of James's pow- 
der, brought from England, was adminiſtered, 
but with no particular advantage. 


In the ſecond ſtage of the diſeaſe, when the 
putrid miaſma begins to _ a diſſolution of 
the 
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the blood, the cortex Peruvianus and mineral 
acids are recommended as the principal reme- 
dies. But from the very quick progreſs of the 
diſorder, from the greateſt number of thoſe at- 
tacked by it concealing their complaint as long 
as poſſible, for fear of being ſuddenly hurried 
away from their relations; and laſtly; from the 
little intercourſe which occurs between practi- 
tioners and the infected, after the removal of 
the latter into places allotted for their recep- 
tion, nothing very certain or ſatisfactory, our 
author remarks, can be ſaid with reſpect to 


the effects of remedies in caſes of plague. 


Purgatives, we are told, prove very detri- 
mental in this diſorder, as they tend to induce 
ſuch debilitating and obſtinate diarrhceas as 
cannot again be ſtopped, | 


Blood-letting has been recommended by Sy- 
denham in the beginning of the diſorder, when 
no eruption has appeared upon the ſurface. 
But from our author's practice in this diſeaſe, 
he would never adviſe it to be had recourſe to. 
Scarifying the carbuncles, which occur in caſes 
of the plague, is recommended by almoſt every 
writer ; but no good effects, we are told, were 
here obſerved from the practice. As low faint- 
ing fits are frequent ſymptoms in the plague, 

none 
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none ſhould be buried, our author remarks, 


till ſome other and more certain ſymptoms of 
death have occurred. 


A diſcharge of the vermes tertes, both by the 
mouth and anus, was a frequent ſymptom in 
this diſorder. Women with child, attacked 
with the plague, all ſuffered abortion, and 
were commonly carried off by artet 
from the uterus. 


Preventing every means of intercourſe be- 
tween the diſeaſed and healthy, is the only pro- 
phylactic to be depended on; and when the 
diſorder has once got footing in a place, al- 
lotting a certain diſtrict, as much as poſſible 
detached from the reſt of the town, to which 
every perſon is to be removed, ſo ſoon as any 
ſymptoms of infection have appeared, is then 
recommended as the moſt effectual reſource. 


A very remarkable inſtance is related by our 
author, of the ſingular good effects that may 
be obtained by proper care and attention, in 
preventing any kind of intercourſe between the 


diſeaſed and healthy, in caſes of plague, which | 


at the ſame time gives great reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
that the miaſma of this diſorder 1s not readily 
communicated by the air, and that the infee- 
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tion might in general be put a ſtop to by , 
ſtrict and regular attention to this circumſtance, 
Our author having been appointed phyſician 
to one of the largeſt hoſpitals in the city of 
Moſcow, was anxious to have every thing done 
for preventing the plague getting acceſs to the 
people contained in it; and although the build. 
ing was ſituated in the very middle of the city, 
yet by ſhutting up every avenue that led to it, 
but one, where a ſtrict guard was kept for pre. 
venting acceſs to every ſuſpected article, the 
place was kept perfectly free from the infec. 
tion, even when the diſeaſe was raging with 
the greateſt violence.in every other quarter of 
the city. Cloaths, and every utenſil uſed by 
infected perſons, were ordered to be burned; 
and, for purifying the houſes where they had 
lived, fumes of vinegar, and the burning 
gunpowder in them was recommended, A 
- .powder, termed at Moſcow the antipeſtilential 
powder, was much in vogue; and very de- 
ſervedly, we are told, for deſtroying the ſeeds 
of the infection. Its baſis was ſulphur, con- 
joined with nitre, juniper berries, and certain 
reſins, With this every ſuſpected place was 


fumigated, and evidently with very beneficial 
effects. "RP 


In 
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In the third and laſt part of this publica- 
tion, among other practical caſes, we are favour- 
ed with four, upon the effects of bliſters in 
ſpitting of blood. As in all of them the ap- 
plication proved effectual, we ſhall only here 
relate the following. 


In the beginning of the year 1773, our au- 
thor was called to a perſon ſeemingly far gone 
in a caſe of hæmoptoe, who, about two years 
before, he had cured of the ſame complaint, At 
this time, however, the patient was much 
worſe than he had been before; having the 
preceding night ſpit up more than a pound and 
a half of red florid blood. As the patient had 
formerly been liable to the piles, leeches were 
at different times applied near to the anus; he 
was five tunes let blood at the arm, to the ex- 
tent of a pound each time; a doſe of tincture 
of roſes was given every half hour; he was 
kept upon the loweſt regimen; and a variety 
of cold applications, which, in his former 
complaint, had given relief, were now alſo had 
recourſe to, but with no advantage whatever, 
The patient being now very much reduced, 
and, to appearance, in imminent danger, as 


the diſcharge of blood till cdntinued obſti - 


rate, a large bliſter was applied between the 


—__E ſhoulders, 
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ſhoulders. As ſoon as the bliſter began to ir. 
ritate, the cough, which before had been troy. 
bleſome, became leſs frequent, and the dif. 
charge of blood ceaſed entirely. A milk diet, 
and the remedies above mentioned, being con- 
tinued, the patient gradually recovered his 


ſtrength, and in a ſhort time was reſtored to 
perfect health. 


vII. 


The Hiſtory of Edinburgh, by Hugo Arnot, B.. 
Advocate. 410, Edinburgh. 


UR readers will not imagine that it is by 

any means our intention to preſent them 

with a complete analyſis of the work now be- 
before us. A very ſmall part only of this pub- 
lication can be confidered as having any con- 
nexion with medicine, or medical philoſophy, 
Yet it contains ſeveral particulars, an account 


of which will not, we preſume, be unaccept- 
able. 


Among other ſubjects of this nature, the 
account which is given of the charitable eſta- 
| bliſhments formerly exiſting at Edinburgh, for 
perſons affſicted with the leproſy, may yuſily 

08 
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be mentioned. This loathſome diſeaſe, which 
is well known to have been frequent among 
the Jews, and the ſeverity of which is ſo pa- 
thetically * deſcribed in the ſacred writings, 
ſeems alfo to have been very common among 
our anceſtors, and among them it ſeems 
equally to have viſited the cottage and the pa- 
lace, King Robert Bruce, who was the 
founder of a charitable inſtitution for the 
benefit of thoſe afflicted with leproſy, is ſaid 
to have himſelf laboured under this diſtemper. 


With the view of alleviating the miſeries of 
thoſe ſuhjeEed to this dreadful diſtemper, the 
hoſpital of Greenſide was founded at Edin- 
burgh, A. D. 1591, by John Robertſon, mer- 
chant in that city, 'The frequency of the le- 
proſy at that period is evinced by the condi- 
tions which were neceſſary for admiſſion. This 
charitable eſtabliſhment was totally confined 
to thoſe who were either born in Edinburgh, 
or who had reſided there for the ſpace of ſeven 
years; and the loathſome and infectious na- 
ture of the diſeaſe is demonſtrated by the ſe- 
verity of the regulations to which perſons ad- 
mitted into the hoſpital were ſubjected. 


They were prohibted, under pain of death, 
from going without the walls of the hoſpital after 
; | M 3 ſun- 
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ſun-ſet, and that this might not be deemed an 
empty menace, a gallows was erected near the 
building for the immediate execution of offen. 
ders. Happily, however, for the preſent age, 
neither ſuch regulations, nor ſuch an eſta. 
bliſhment are any longer neceſſary. 


But leproſy is not the only diſeaſe from 
which the preſent period ſeems to be delivered, 
In ancient times the plague frequently broke 
out m Edinburgh, raging with various degrees 
of fury; but, according to our author, this 
moſt ſevere ſcourge that ever viſited the hu- 
man race, has not made its appearance in the 
city of Edinburgh ſince the year 1645. 


But while the city of Edinburgh has been 
delivered from the plague and leproſy, it has, 
our author obſerves, been viſited by two other 
diſtempers, which have, at different times, . 
made great havoc among its citizens, as well 
as the other inhabitants of modern Europe; 
theſe are the ſmall-pox and the venereal diſ- 
eaſe, He is, however, inclined to view theſe 
alſo as having now abated of their original ſe- 
verity. He conſiders the practice of inocula- 
tion as diſarming the former of all its terrors ; 
and he heſitates not to pronounce, that thoſe 


parents are to be confidered as acceſſary to the 
| + | | death 
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death of their children who oppoſe this prac- 
tice, With reſpect to the venereal diſeaſe, he 
gives a copy of an order of the privy-council, 
baniſhing from the city of Edinburgh to the 
iſland of Inch-Keith, all who were either af- 
fected with the diſeaſe, or took upon them to 
cure it. The penalty of contravention, either 
by the deceaſed, or the phyſician, was burn 
ing on the cheek ; a certain evidence that this 
complaint alſo was more terrible to our anceſ- 
tors than it is to their poſterity, 


For the account which our author gives of 
the different branches of medicab education 
tavght at Edinburgh, both in the univerſity, 
and by private teachers, we muſt refer our 
readers to the work itſelf. Nor will the limits 
of this publication admit of our introducing 
the account, which he has given of the differ- 
ent conditions, which are requiſite before any 
one can ſtand candidate for the degree of doc- 
tor of medicine in the univerſity of Edinburgh, 
and of the examinations which candidates muſt 
undergo before they can obtain that honour. 


Of theſe, however, a very particular de- 
tail is given in this work, while at the fame 
time the account may be depended upon ; at 

. M 4 leaſt 
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leaſt as an accurate view of the preſent laws 
reſpecting graduation at Edinburgh. 


Befides the very accurate account which is 
given of the extent, ſituation, and other cir. 
cumſtances reſpecting the Royal Botanical 
Garden, which is now richly ſtocked with 
exotic plants of all kinds, a liſt is given of the 
moſt curious, which the intelligent bataniſt, 
who viſits the garden, will chiefly be anxious 
to ſee, Of theſe we may mentiqn examples ; 
Alſtroemeria Colinſonia Didyma, unknown to 
Linnæus; Illicium Aniſatum, a moſt beauti- 
ful aromatic ever-green from Florida; Muſa | 
Sapientum, or the Banana, which has pro- 
duced ripe fruit. 'The Tea-tree, which has 
been in full flower ; the Caira from the Eaſt- 
Indies ; a ſpecies of the Mimoſa, unknown 
to Linnæus, and to the European gardens, 
The extract from the wood of this plant is 
the Terra Japonica of the ſhops, which, how- 
ever, would be more properly named, the 
Extractum Japonicum, or Succus Japonicus. 
An account of the method of preparing this 
ſubſtance was given in a former number of 
this work, as communicated to the medical 
profeſſors at Edinburgh, by Mr. Kerr, ſur- 


geon at Dacca ; and a ſtill more full and pars 
ticular 
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cieular account of it from the ſame gentleman 
has fince been publiſhed in the London Medi- 
cal Obſervations. Laſtly, in the Botanical 
Garden at Edinburgh, is to be found that ex- 
traordinary vegetable the moving plant, the 
ſeeds of which were alſo ſent home by Mr. 
Kerr; and our author has here favoured us 
with the following account of it, as tranſmitted 
from India, by the induſtrious gentleman, to 


whom the Botanical Garden is indebted for the 
plant itſelf, 


This vegetable, according to Mr. Kerr's ac- 
count, has in the Eaſt Indies the name of 
Burrum Chundali, It grows about four feet 

high, and in autumn produces bunches of yel- 
low flowers reſembling the French honey- 
ſuckle; the root is annual or biennial; like 
many of the pea-tribe it is trifolious ; the la- 
teral leaves are ſmaller than thoſe at the end, 
and all day long they are in conſtant motion, 
without any external impulſe. They move 
up, or down, and circularly. This laſt mo- 
tion 1s performed by the twiſting of the foot- 
ſtalks ; while one leaf is riſing, its aſſociate 
is generally deſcending. The motion down- 
wards is quicker and more irregular than the 
motion upwards, which is ſteady and uniform. 


Theſe 
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Thefe motions are obſervable for the ſpace 

of twenty-four hours, in the leaves of a branch 

which is lopped off from the ſhrub, if it be 

kept in water. If from any obſtacle the mo- 

tion be retarded, upon the removal of that ob- 

ſtacle the motion is again reſumed with a 
greater degree of velocity. 


Befides theſe different plants, which, al- 
though they are to be conſidered as very rare, 
were not unknown to the learned in botany, 
the garden at Edinburgh is alſo ſtored with a 
great number of Abyſſinian plants, the feeds 
of which were given to the profeſſor by that 
juſtly celebrated traveller Mr. Bruce of Kin. 
naird. Among theſe is the plant by which 
Mr. Bruce himſelf was cured of the dy ſentery; 
an article which may, perhaps, hereafter fur- 
niſh a valuable addition to the materia me- 

dlca. | 


Befides theſe different obſervations, many 
other particulars, not unconnected with our 
ſubject, might be extracted from the work be- 
fore us, For while the author has not con- 
ducted his undertaking on the narrow ſcale of 
giving merely the hiſtory of a provinciat town, 
but has given a copious account of national 
affairs, of the manners of the Scots, and of 


the 
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the prices of proviſions in the country at dif- 
ferent periods, for the ſpace of eight hundred 
years ; he has alſo introduced many important 
obſervations on the ſtate of population and of 
health in the city of Edinburgh. But for his 
remarks on theſe ſubjects, as well as for his 
account of the charitable eſtabliſhments, in- 
tended for the treatment of diſeaſe, the Royal 
Infirmary and Public Diſpenſary; of the ſuc- 
ceſs attending the practice of medicine at theſe 


charities ; and of the aſſociations of learned 


men, for the improvement of medicine, and 
medical philoſophy, we muſt refer our rea- 
der to the work itſelf; as any proper view of 
them could not be comprehended within thoſe 
bounds, which we muſt neceſlarily preſcribe to 
ourſelves in this publication, 


” | VIII, A Prac- 
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VIII. 


A Praftical Treatiſe on the Diſeaſes of the Teeth, 
intended as a Supplement to the Natural Hiſtory 
of thoſe Parts. By John Hunter, Surgeon 


Extraordinary to the King, and F. R. S. 4, 
London. b 


S the Natural Hiſtory of the Teeth, alluded 
'to in the title-page of this work, was 
publiſhed a good many years ago, by the inge- 
nious author of the treatiſe before us; and as 
that publication has been attentively read by 
almoſt every practitioner, we do not think it 
neceſſary to give any account of it; nor could 
we, indeed, with any propriety, attempt it; 
as that work appeared before the publication 
of theſe Commentaries was begun. 


We ſhall therefore confine our preſent ana- 
lyſis to the treatiſe now offered to the public: 
but we think proper to inform our readers, 
that many of the practical remarks contained 
in it, cannot be thoroughly underſtood by thoſe 
who have not had an opportunity of peruſing 
the Natural Hiſtory of the Teeth; as numer- 


Ous 
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ous references neceſſarily occur to the general 
doctrines inculcated in that work. 

As new ideas and opinions are thrown out 
by Mr. Hunter, in almoſt every ſection of the 


book, and as the nature of our undertaking 


prevents us from giving ſuch a full account of 
different works as on ſome occaſions we could 
wiſh, we ſhall, in the firſt place, enumerate the 
General Contents of the whole, and ſhall then 
preſent our readers with ſome of our author's 
obſervations upon the different ſubjects treat- 
ed of, | 


Chap. I. Of the Diſeaſes of the Teeth, and 
the Conſequences of them. 
Sect, I, Of the Decay of the Teeth ariſing 
from Rottenneſs. 
Of the Symptoms of Inflammation, 
and of ſtopping of the Teeth. 
Sect. II. Of the Decay of the Teeth by De- 
| nudation. 
Sect. III. Of Swelling of the Fang. 
Sect, IV. Of Gum Boils, 
Sect. V. Of Excreſcences from the Gum. 


Sect. VI. Of deeply ſeated Abſceſſes in the 


Jaws. 


Sect. VII. Of Abſceſſes of the Antrum l 
illare. 


Chap. 
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Chap. II. Of the Diſeaſes of the Alveolar 
| Procefles, and the Conſequences 
of them. 
Sect. I, Of the Scurvy in the Gums, vul- 
early ſo called. 
Sect. II. Of Callous Thickenings of the 
Gums. 
Chap. IV. Of the nervous Pains in the Jaws. 
Chap. V. Of the Extraneous Matter upon 
the Teeth. 8 | 
Chap. VI. Of the Irregularity of the Teeth, 
Chap. VII. Of Irregularities between the 
| | Teeth and Jaw, of ſupernume- 
| rary Teeth. 
Chap. VIII. Of the Under Jaw. 
Chap. IX. Of drawing the Teeth, 
Of tranſplanting Teeth. 
Of the State of the Gums and 
Sockets. 


Of the Age of the Perſon who 
| | is to have the Scion Tooth. 
Of the Scion Tooth. 
Of replacing a ſound Tooth 
when drawn by miſtake. 
Of tranſplanting a dead Tooth. 
| | Of the immediate Faſtening of 
| we a tranſplanted Tooth, 


Chap. 


183 
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Chap. X. Of Dentition. 
Of the Cure. 
Of Cutting the Gums 
Caſoes. 

The moſt common diſeaſe our author re- 
marks to which the teeth are expoſed, is ſuch 
a decay as much reſembles mortification ; bur 
there is alſo, he ſays, ſomething more ; for 
the fimple death of the part would produce 
but little effect, as we find that teeth are not 
ſubject to putrefaCtion after death; and there- 
fore he is led to ſuſpect that during life, there 


is ſome operation going. on, which produces a 
change in the diſeaſed part. 


Mortification, he obſerves, is common to 


every part of the body, but in moſt other 
parts, this tendency is owing, in. a great mea- 
ſure, to the conſtitution, which being correct- 
ed, that diſpoſition ceaſes ; but here the diſeaſe 


1s local, and, as ſuch, it would appear we 
have no power of reſiſting it. 


Nature, Mr. Hunter obſerves, ſeems, in 
ſome meaſure to have conſidered the teeth as 
aliens, only giving them nouriſhment while 
ſound and fit for ſervice, but not allowing 
them when diſeaſed the common benefits of 
that ſociety in which they are placed. They 

can- 
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cannot exfoliate, as no operations go on {ij 
them except growth; therefore, if any part be 
dead, the living has not the power of throw- 
ing it off and forming an external ſurface capa- 
ble of ſupporting itſelf like the other parts of the 
body. Indeed if they had ſuch a power, no 

good purpoſe he thinks could ariſe from it; 
for a piece of tooth, ſimply dead is almoſt as 


uſeful, as if the whole was living, as may be 
ſeen from daily obſervation. 


When part of a tooth has become carious, 
without occaſioning very great pain, it has 
been a common practice to file away the diſeaſed 
portion, with a view to preſerve the remaining 
ſound parts; Mr. Hunter would rather in ſuch 
caſes adviſe the tooth to be pulled out, and on 
being boiled ſo as to deſtroy any life that may 
have remained in it, to be reſtored to the 
ſocket. This, he obſerves, prevents any farther 
decay of the tooth, which, being now dead, 
cannot be acted upon by any diſeaſe, and can 
only ſuffer chemically or mechanically. When 
this practice ſucceeds it anſwers the ſame end 
as burning the nerve, but with much greater 
_ certainty. | 


When ſpeaking of ſtopping or ſtuffing of 
the teeth, it m happens, Mr. Hunter 
| remarks, 
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remarks; that the gold, or tin-foil, made uſe of, 


cannot be got to remain in the cavity of the 


ſpoiled tooth, from the fize and figure of the 

cxternal opening; but this, he obſerves, may 
frequently be obviated, by drilling a ſmall 
hole through the remaining part of the tooth, 

and after the cavity has been well ſtuffed, a 

ſmall peg may be put into the hole, ſo as to 

keep in the lead or gold, 


The ſwelling of the fang is a diſeaſe, which, 


in any other bone, would be called ſpina ven- 
toſa; it gives confiderable pain, and nothing 
can be ſeen externally, T he only cure as yet 
known is extraction of the tooth. 


In gum boils; when the abſceſs has opened: 
through the gum, the beſt method, we are 
told, to prevent future gatherings, is to pre- 
vent the abſceſs from cloſing up. And the moſt: 

effectual method for obtaining this end, 1s by. 
extending the opening, and keeping it en- 
larged till the whole internal ſurface of the ab- 
(ceſs is ſkinned over, or till the opening in the 
gum loſes the diſpoſiticn to heal up. With: | 
a view more effectually to deſtroy. this diſpoſi- 
tion in the ſore, aſtringent, cauſtic. applica- 
tions are recommended. Such very nice treat- 
ment is not neceſſary when a gum boil is 
Vor. VI. No. 22. N formed 
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formed on a alolacks; or back-tooth, as when 
it happens to the fore- tooth. 


From bad teeth there are alſo ſometimes ex- 
creſcences arifing at once out of the gum, near, 
or in contact with, the diſeaſed tooth; theſe 
have often ſo much of a cancerous appearance, 
as to deter ſurgeons from meddling with them. 
But our author obſerves, that when they ariſe 

at once from the gum, and appear to be the 


only diſeaſed part, they have no malignant diſ- 
poſition, 


In collections of matter in the antram max- 
iHare, there are three methods by which the 
matter may be diſcharged, viz. by perforating 
the partition between the antrum and the noſe, 
by drawing the firſt or ſecond grinder of the 
diſeaſed fide, and perforating the partition be- 
tween the root of the alveolar proceſs and the 

antrum; and, laſtly, if the fore part of the 
bone has been deſtroyed, an opening may be 
made on the inſide of the lip, where the abſceſs 
moſt probably will be felt. Our aurhor prefers 
the opening made by the roots of the teeth. 
In nervous pains of the ja ws, that is, ig | caſes 
af tooth-ach, where no external affe&ion of the 
teeth can be detected, Peruvian bark, our author 
obſerves, is a common remedy; 3 but he has ſeen 
| ym 
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eaſes, he tells us, of ſorne years ſtanding, 
where hemlock has ſucceeded when bark had 


no effect; ſea-bathing too is much WP 
mended, 


When ſpeaking of ey of the teeth, 
our author obſerves, that as that part of each 
jaw which holds the ten fore- teeth, is exactly 
of the ſame ſize when it contains thoſe of the 
firſt ſet, as when it contains thoſe of the 
ſecond ; and as the laſt occupy a much larger 
ſpace than the firſt, in ſuch caſes the ſecond 
ſet are obliged to ſtand very irregularly. 
This too happens much oftner in the upper 
jaw than the lower, becauſe the difference of 
the ſize of the two ſets is much greater, he 
remarks, in that jaw. 


This irregularity, we are told, is obſeryed 
almoft - ſolely in the inciſores and cuſpidati, 
for they are the only teeth which are largot 
than their predeceſſors. 


The beſt time for removing theſe irregular 
teeth, our author obſerves, is in youth, while 
the jaws have an adapting diſpoſition; for 
after a certain time they do not ſo readily ſuit 
themſelves to the irregularity of the teeth. 
After an irregular tooth has been extracted, 


NA the 
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the next object is to alter the ſituation of the 
remaining ones, for the proper poſition of which, 
room is then allowed. | 


As the operation of moving the. teeth is by 
lateral preſſure upon their bodies, theſe bodies 
muſt firſt have paſſed through the gums ſuffi- 
ciently for a hold to be taken. This preſſure, 
in general, is to be done with ligatures, or 
plates of filver. The ligature anſwers beſt 
when it. is only required to bring, two teeth, 
which are pretty much in the circle, cloſer to- 
gether. The trouble attending this, -is very 
trifling, as it is only that of having them tied 
once every week or fortnight. Where teeth 
growing out of the circle are to be brought 
into it, curved ſilver plates, of a proper con- 
ſtruction, are recommended. Theſe are gene- 
rally made to act on three points, two fixed 
points on the ſtanding teeth, and the third on 
the tooth to be moved. That part of the 
plate which reſts on the two ſtanding teeth, 
muſt be of ſufficient length for that purpoſe, 
while the curved part is ſhort, and goes on the 
oppoſite fide of the tooth to be moved. Its 
effects depend very much on the attention of 
the patient, who muſt frequently preſs hard 
upon it with the teeth of the oppofite jaw, ſo 

| 1 - that 
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that this method is much more troubleſome to 
the patient than the ligature, 


It is impoſſible, our author obſerves, to give 
abſolute directions what tooth or teeth ought 
to be pulled out; that muſt be left to the 
judgment of the operator. But the following 
general hints may be of ſervice, 


_ it, If there is any one tooth very much 
out of the row, and all the others regular, 
that tooth may be removed, and the two 
neighbouring ones brought nearer together. 


2. If there are two or more teeth of the 
ſame ſide very irregular, (as, for inſtance, the 
ſecond inciſor and cuſpidatus) and it appears 
to be of no conſequence, with reſpect to re- 
gularity, which of them is removed, we are 
adviſed to extract the fartheſt back of the two, 
viz. the cuſpidatus, becauſe, if there ſhould 
be any ſpace not filled up, where the other 
is brought into the row, it will not be ſo rea- 
dily ſeen. 


3. If the above mentioned two teeth are 
not in the circle, but till not far out of it, 
and yet there is not room for both, in ſuch a 
caſe the extraction of the bicuſpis is recom- 
mended, although it ſhould be perfectly in 

| EDS: | the 


. 


the row, becauſe the two others will then be 


be at all obſervable. 


Hunter obſerves, that as this operation is very 
ſimilar to the ingrafting of trees, he thought 


This tooth, he remarks, ſhould be a full 


likewiſe be perfectly ſound, and taken from a 
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eaſily brought into the circle; and if there ig 
any ſpace left, it will be ſo far back as not to 


When ſpeaking of tranſplanting teeth, Mr, 


the term ſcion might be transferred from gar- 
deping to ſurgery, and accordingly the tooth 
to be tranſplanted he terms the ſcion tooth, 


grown young tooth; young, becauſe the prin- 
ciple of life and union is much ſtronger in 
ſuch than in old anes. - The few teeth ſhould 


mouth which has the appearance of that of aper- 
{on ſound and healthy. Our author obſerves, 
however, that he does not think it poſſible to 
tranſplant an infection of any kind from the 
circulating juices ; although we know, from ex- 
perience, that it may be done by a matter ſe- 
creted from them. 


When a ſound tooth has been drawn by 
miſtake, or when a tooth has been beat out by 
violence, it is recommended to replace them, 
The ſooner the tooth 1s put into its place the 


beiter; but the attempt may be made, we are 
| told, 
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told, even twenty-four hours after the acci- 
dent, or as long as the ſocket will receive the 
tooth, which may be for ſome days. Mr. 
Hunter is of opinion, that when the tranſ- 
plantation of teeth is attended with ſucceſs, 
that a living union is formed between the 
teeth and ſocket, and that nouriſhment is 
thereby conveyed to the teeth from the parts 
into which they are inſerted, This opinion, 
he thinks, is rendered indiſputable, from the 
following facts. xſt, They ſtill continue to 
preſerve their colour, which is very different 
from that of a dead tooth; for a living tooth 
has a degree of tranſparency, while a dead 
one is of an opaque chalky white. 


2. There are inſtances of their becoming 
painful, and otherwiſe diſeaſed, in the ſame 
manner as original living teeth; and, thirdly, 
what puts the matter beyond a doubt, is, that 
a living tooth, when tranſplanted into ſome 
living part of an animal retains its life, and 
the veſſels of the animal come to communi- 
cate with the tooth, as 1s thewn by we follow- 
ing experiments. 


i 
, 
| 


A ſound tooth was d from a perſon's 
bead, and a pretty deep wound being made 
with a lancet into the thick part of a cock's 
N 4 2922 comb, I 
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comb, the fang of the tooth was preſſed into 
the wound, and was properly ſecured by threads 
paſſed through other parts of the comb. The 
cock was killed ſome months thereafter, and 
the head being injected with a very minute in- 
jection, the comb was then taken off, and put 


into a weak acid; by means of this the tooth 


being ſoftened, the comb and it were flit into 
halves in the long direction of the tooth. The 
veſſels of the tooth were found well injected, 


and it was alſo obſerved that the external 


ſurface of the tooth adhered every where to 
the comb, by veſſels ſimilar to the union of 
a tooth with the gum and ſocket. 


Our author here thinks it right to remark, 


that this experiment does not generally ſuc- 


ceed, as it anſwered only once with him, out 
of a great number of trials, 


Mr. Hunter, after giving an accurate ac« 
count of the various ſymptoms which accom- 
pany dentition, gives it as his opinion, that 
opiates and all the uſual palliatives are not to 
be depended on ; and that cutting the gums 
above the approaching teeth, is the only cer - 
tain remedy, 


A wb 
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A vulgar prejudice, he obſerves, prevails. * 
againſt this practice, from an objection, that 0 
if the gum is lanced ſo early as to admit of a 
reunion, the cicatriſed part will be harder 

than the original gum, and therefore the tooth 
will find more difficulty in paſſing, and give 
more pain, | 
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But this, he ſays, is contrary to fact; as 
we find all parts which have been the ſear, 
either of wounds or ſores, are always more 
ready to give way to preſſure, or any other 
diſeaſe which attacks either the part itſelf, 
or the conſtitution, Therefore each operation 
tends to make the paſſing of the teeth eaſier. 
Mr. Hunter has had occafion to perform the 
operation above ten times, upon the ſame 
teeth, where diſagreeable ſymptoms had re- 
curred ſo often, and every time with the ab- 
flute removal of the diſorder, 


% 
Xa. 
7 * 


SECT, 


MEDICAL 


5 E e T. 1. 
Medical Obſervations, 
I. 


A remarkable Caſe of the morbid Effefts of Light- 
wing ſucceſsfully treated. By Dr. Thomas Fow- 


ler, Phyſician at Stafford. Communicated to 
Dr. Duncan. 


Hough it muſt be granted, that thoſe 
perſons who have the misfortune to be 
violently affected by lightning, or the diſ- 
charge of the electric matter from the clouds, 
are, in general, either immediately deſtroyed, 
or ſoon perfectly reſtored z yet we find many 
inſtances of their only obtaining a partial re- 


covery, and remaining for ſome time afflicted 
bi with 


COMMENTARIES. 19g 


with a variety of troubleſome complaints. Va- 
rious, however, as theſe complaints may ap- 
pear at firſt fight, I think we may with pro- 
priety refer them (with very few exceptions) 
to two general morbid conditions of the body, 
viz, either to a defect of nervous energy, or 
to an increaſed action of the vaſcular ſyſtem. 


The firſt ſeems to ariſe from the violence of 
the ſhock of the electric matter upon the 
nerves, inducing in them ſuch a degree of col- 
lapſe, as permanently to diminiſh the uſual in- 
fluence of the nervous energy, and implies 
that morbid condition of the nerves, which is 
undoubtedly the ae of all paralytic af- 
fections. 


The latter ſeems to ariſe from the nervous 
energy being leſs injured, whilſt yet the ſhock 
is confiderable enough to induce a ſtate of ex- 
citement, or increaſed action of the vaſcular 
ſyſtem, Hence ariſes topical inflammations, 
either with, or without, febrile ſymptoms, ac- 
cording to che violence and extent of the in- 
Jury. 

This, I apprehend, will be allowed to o be a 
uſeful practical diſtinction, becauſe paralytic 
affections certainly indicate tonics; and ſti- 
mulant, and inflammatory ones, relaxants, 
and ſedatives. : 
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It muſt however be granted, that it is much 
leſs in our power to reſtore neryous energy, 
when morbidly diminiſhed, than to leffen the 
increaſed vaſcular action of an inflamed part, 
or to moderate the reaction of the ſyſtem 
from inflammatory excitement, and therefore 


the effects of the latter will be much more 


conſpicuous and ſucceſsful, than thoſe of the 
former. A ſtriking example of this I beg 
leave to relate in the following caſe of topical 
inflammation, 


About ſeven o'ctock of the afternoon of the 
71th of July, 1777, I viſited a Cow-keeper, in 
Walingate, in the city of York, aged 22, of a 


ftrong healthy conſtitution, and found him 


affected with the following ſymptoms. He 
complained of a diſtracting pain in his fore. 
head, with ſome pain in his ears from the 
flighteſt noiſe; he complained alſo of a con- 
fant pungent ſenſation in both his eyes, as if 
containing (to uſe his own expreſſion) burning 
aſhes, accompanied with violent pangs ſhoot- 
ing from his forehead in the direction of the 
optic nerves, and which came on in paroxyſms, 
almoſt every minute. His face appeared red, 
and on forcing open his eye-lids, both eyes 
appeared quite bloodſhot, the tears guſhing 

55 out, 
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out, and totally incapable of bearing the light. 
His pulſe was full and ſtrong, but not quicker 
than natural, he was in ſome degree affected 
with nauſea, his extremities were cold, and his 
belly bound. 


A little after four o'clock in the afternoon, 
being in perfect health, he and his ſervant 
girl, with their milk pails, went towards the 
cow paſture, and it came on a ſtorm of rhun- 
der and lightning, When they had got about 
a mile from home, they both, in the ſame in- 
ſtant, fell proſtrate on the ground, in a ſtate of 
inſenſibility. The girl ſoon came to herſelf, 
and ſeeing her maſter lie on the ground ap- 
parently dead, ran away for ſome aſſiſtance, 
in order to bring him home, which, after ſome 
delay, was accompliſhed about fix o'clock; when 
being laid upon his bed, he began to come to 
himſelf, having been for an hour and a half 
in an apoplectic ſtate. However he had now 
conſiderably recovered his intellects, and a ſenſe 
of his complaints ſeemed to increaſe upon him 
in proportion as he recovered his ſenſibility. 


It was obſerved he had vomited a quantity 
of phlegm, and other contents, upon the ground 
where he 7 and had alſo loſt ſome blood, 
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apparently from his noſtrils; for it was ſaid 


not to be mixed with the contents from his ſto- 
mach; and on my examining his head and 
face, although the latter was bloody, no exter. 
nal. injury was viſible; 


Neither he nor his ſervant girl were the 
leaſt conſcious of the ſtroke from the- electtic 
matter, although they both recolleC the thun- 


der and lightning being very violent, juſt when 


they arrived near the place where the accident 
happened. 


About fix o clock a quantity of blood was 
taken from his arm, by my advice; but as yet 
it had given no check to the inflammatory 


ſymptoms. 


I ordered, for the preſent, that a common 
glyſter of milk, ſugar, and ſalt, ſhould be given 
immediately, in order to remove coſtiveneſs; 
alſo that a crowd of attendants, whom curio- 
fity had brought together, ſhould be diſmiſſed, 
the room darkened, and the antiphlogiſtic re- 
gimen ſtrictly obſerved. 


About nine o'clock the ſame evening, he had 
a copious ſtool from the glyſter, by which the 
painful ſymptoms ſeemed rather relieved, for 


a ſhort time; but ſoon after they became much 


worle, 
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worſe, the patient declaring himſelf more diſ- 
tracted than ever. His pulſe was full and ſtrong, 
I ordered the following remedies. Quam pri- 
mum applicentur hirudines vi. temporibus & 
repetatur enema domeſticum hac nocte. 

July 12. The glyſter procured another ſtool; 
and the bleeding from the leeches was ſo con- 
ſiderable, that it did not ſtop till five o'clock 
this morning. About an hour after which the 
fillet by accident becoming looſe, his arm bled 
again, fo that he loſt a very conſiderable quan- 
tity of blood, by which means the inflamma- 
tory ſymptoms of both head and eyes were 
much relieved during the night, and are at 
preſent very ſupportable. His eyes, however, 
are ſtill very much blood-ſhot and inflamed, 
his pulſe ſoft and rather quick. Capiat ſta- 
tim Salis Glauberi uncias duas in q. ſ. aqua 
ferrentis ſoluti & R extracti Saturni gut. xii. 
aq. fontanæ 3ĩi. miſce pro collyrio, ſæpe in die 
oculi adhibendo. Continuatur regimen. 


July 13. T ke falts operated very briſkly, 
producing more than a dozen ſtools, and with 
relief to his pains. Bloodſhot appearance in 
his eyes rather leſs, and he ſlumbered a little 


in the night. Pulſe much the ſame as ye- 
ſterday: eontinuenter regimen & collyrium. 


July 
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July 14. Had ſome little ſlumber in the 
night, and the pains in his head and eyes con- 
tinue leſſening : he has had no ſtool fince the 
12th. Pulſe more natural, appetite rather re. 


turning. Cap. ſtatim Sal. Glaub. ſeſcunciam 
more ſolito. 


July 15. Salts operated freely, atid he ſeemed 
ſenfibly relieved by their operation, and ſlum- 
bered for the fore part of the night ; but to- 
wards the niorning the ſhooting pains returned 
again into his head and eyes, and are at pre- 
ſent ſomewhat ſevere : pulſe alſo rather hard. 
Statim applicentur hirudines ſex, pone aures; 
continuentur regimen & collyrium. 


July 16. There was a free diſcharge of 
blood from the leeches for ſix hours, and 
with ſo much advantage, that he got ſome 
natural reſt this laſt night, for the firſt 
time. Pains and bloodſhot much abated, 
He complains of confiderable loſs of ſtrength, 
and that the ſhutting of a door haſtily throws 
him into tremor and palpitations. Pulſe 72, 
regular, ſoft, and weak; has had no ſtool fince 
the 14th. Cap. Salis Glauberi unciam ſtatim 
more ſolito; continuentur regimen & colly- 
rium, 8h] 


fel 
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July 17th. The ſalts operated well, he ſlept 
tolerably ſound in the night. Shooting pains 
in his eyes quite gone, and the pains in his 
head changed into a ſenſe of ſoreneſs, on mo- 
tion; appetite ſenſibly better; nervous tremor 
and pulſe much the ſame as yeſterday. Repe- 
tatur collyrium. Let him gradually return to 
his former diet, but uſe no fermented liquors. 


July 19. He continues better, his appetite 
is good. Pulſe regular and leſs weak: he finds 
himſelf gather ſtrength, and the nervous tre- 
mors are leſs troubleſome, but his eyes conti- 
nue weak and watery, Repetatur collyrium, 
Let him now enjoy full diet, fermented liquors 
alone excepted. 


July 21. His appetite continues good, he is 
ſenſibly ſtronger, and has no complaints, but 
of weakneſs of his eyes: keeps regular with 
reſpect to ſtools. Continuentur regimen and 
collyrium. 


July 23. He recovers 0 very faſt. 


July 25. Has catched cold, and thereby in⸗ 
flamed his eyes. Applic. Veſicat. 3 hora 
decubitus. 


July 28. The bliſter diſcharged well, and 


ſoon relieved his ophthalmia : continues to re- 
cover ſtrength. | 


Var. VI. No. 22. : O Auguſt 
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Auguſt 2. His eyes are quite free from in- 
flammation, but continue rather weak and 
watery; he has now very nearly recovered 
his natural 1 of body, and firmneſs of 
nerves, 

Augvſt 5. He thinks he has now recovered 
his former vigour of conſtitution, or thereabout; 
and is totally free from complaints, excepting 
watery eyes. 

Thus we have given a particular hiſtory of 
the caſe, and think the following circumſtanees 
merit ſome notice. 

1. That after a ſtate of apoplexy, or collapſe 
of the nervous ſyſtem, for an hour and a half, 
we found ſymptoms of the moſt violent ex- 
citement had taken place, even ſuch as conſti- 
tute a conſiderable part of the character of 
phrenitis, or inflammation of the brain, viz, 
Pain of the head, redneſs of the face and eyes, 
and an incaracity of bearing light and ſound, 
&c. Dolor capitis, rubor faciei et oculorum; 
lucis & ſoni intolerantia, &c. 


2. That the urgency of ſymptoms required 
ſuch liberal evacuations (the loſs of bood alone, 
by eſtimation, being near 30 ounces) as to in- 
duce a confiderable degree of debility, from 
which, and the more immediate effects of the 

electric 
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electric ſhock upon the ſyſtem, the nerves of a 
healthy ſtrong man became as ſuſceptible of 
tremors from. the opening of a door, as thoſe 
of a delicate hyſterical woman. 


3. That in nineteen days after (viz. from the 
17th of July to the 5th of Auguſt), by the uſe 
of his wonted diet, and the remains of ſtrong 


aſſimilating powers, the patient had recovered 


his former vigour of conſtitution and firmneſs 
of nerves. 


Upon the whole, it muſt be acknowleged 
that the caſe turned out fingular in ſeveral re- 
ſpects, and we hope not wholly unuſeful in 

point of practice. 


For although there can be no doubt of the 
propriety of the antiphlogiſtic treatment, when- 
ever the morbid effects of lightening are found 
to be of the inflammatory kind; yet this 
example may ſerve to ſhew, to what extent 
the treatment may be ſucceſsfully carried, when 
ſymptoms are highly urgent. 


02 II. The 
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The Hiſtory of a Caſe of obſtructed Secretion of 
Urine» By Dr. John Clarke, Phyſician at 


| Newcafile. 


R. H. aged go, of a corpulent habit, for- 
merly ſubject to ſevere nephritic pa- 
roxyſms, and who at different times had voided 
ſeveral ſmall ſtones by the urethra, on the 22d 
of May 1776 was ſeized with a pain on the 
region of the kidneys, and on the left {ide of 
the abdomen. He was ſick at ſtomach, vo- 
mited frequently, was feveriſh, coſtive, and 
had no deſire to make urine. Continuing in 
this way reſtleſs and pained, though to no great 
degree, he took a doſe of ſalts and ſome quack 
medicines, 


On the 24th of May, at 10 o'clock in the 
forenoon, I was deſired to viſit him; I found 
him anxious and reſtleſs. He had an inclina- 
tion to vomit, complained of a dull pain. on 
the ſmall of the back, and had flight twitches 
along the courſe of the ureters. His pulſe was 
full, and beat only 80 pulſations in a minute; 
he had ſweated none, but had ſome feveriſh 
heat and thirſt ; his belly was regular; he had 

no 
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no motion to make urine, neither had he void- 
ed a fingle drop for five days paſt, No ful- 
neſs could be felt above the pubis, and he had 
no uneafineſs when the region of the bladder 
was preſſed. Sixteen ounces of fizy blood 
were taken from his arm. Warm fomenta- 
tions, and a camphorated liniment were or- 
dered to be applied frequently to the ſmall of 
the back, and along the courſe of the ureter. - 
A turpentine clyſter was directed, and emulſio 
Arabica, with nitre, for common drink. In 
the evening he was rather eaſier, but having 
made no urine, the clyſter was ordered to be 
repeated; and a doſe of ſalts and manna, diſ- 
ſolved in whey, was directed to be given in the 
morning. 

On the 24th, he had a ſlight hiccup. He 
had ſeveral looſe ſtools, but the obſtruction of 
urine ſtill continued. He went into the warm 
bath at 12 o'clock, His pulſe being full, 
12 ounces of blood were taken, and as be was 
very reſtleſs, a draught with Sal. Diuret. and 
Tinct. Theb. was ordered at bed-time. 


On the 28th, he was very reſtleſs, and at times 
. comatoſe in the night. This morning he la- 
boured under inexpreſſible inquietude, though 
ne complained of no pain; his eyes were ex- 

O 3 ceedingly 
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ceedingly dull ; he had ſtill no tenfion above 
the pubis; no inclination to make urine; nei- 
ther had his perſpiration any urinous ſmell, 
The warm bath was again ordered, as he found 
temporary eaſe from the former ; and two 
ſpoonfuls of the camphorated emulſion were 
preſcribed every three hours. In the after. 
noon, he made ſome drops of urine without 
any pain; at fix in the evening Dr. Rotheram 
Joined me in conſultation, We found our pa- 
tient ſenſible, though inclinable to doſe. His 
pulſe being full, 12 ounces of blood were 
drawn from his arm, which was ſtill buffy, 
The turpentine clyſter, and anodyne dravght 
were directed to be continued, and a cupful of 
decoction of Parietaria, with nitre, was or. 
dered to be taken every four hours, 
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On the 29th, he was more comatoſe, and 
his pulſe began to fink; in the morning he 
had made a ſpoonful of urine, which reſem- 
bled ſerum, and which had neither ſmell nor 
taſte, The catheter was this day introduced, 
but the bladder was found to be empty. At 
night the coma encreaſed, his face was con- 
vulſed, he had frequent hiccup and ſubſultus 
tendinum. A bolus, with Sal Succini and ni- 
tre, was given at bed-time, waſhing it down 


with 
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with two ſpoonfuls of the camphorated emul- 
ſion. 

On the zoth, at nine in the morning, his pulſe 
intermitted, his eyes were gloſſy, and he was 
inſenfible. The convulſions became more 
violent, and he expired at one o'clock in the 
afternoon. Soon after death, his face, neck, 
and breaſt, became emphyſematous and livid, 


and a conſiderable quantity of blood iſſued 
from the noſe and mouth,” _ 


Having with great difficulty obtained leave, 
the body was opened next day by Mr. Leigh- 
ton, Upon dividing the integuments of the 
belly, we found the cellular membrane loaded 
with fat above an inch and a half thick. There 
was alſo a very great accumulation of fat in 
thexmentum, and upon both kidneys, each 
of which, at a moderate computation, would 
have weighed a pound, In the pelvis of the 
right kidney was found a confiderable quantity 
of gravel, and the right ureter, about the 
middle, was totally obſtructed by a ſtone of 
the ſize and ſhape of a horſe-bean. The por- 
tion betwixt this part and the kidney was al- 
moſt entirely filled up with ſand. The left 
kidney appeared inflamed, and approaching to 
a gangrenous ſtate, In its pelvis were found 


94 ; ſome 


wh M E DIe @at 


ſome gravel, and a ſtone of the fize and the 
figure of an almond ; and the ureter about the 
middle, was diſtended with a ſtone of a conical 
ſhape, reſembling in figure and ſize the laſt 
phalanx of the little finger. Above this ob. 
ſtruction, and below the kidney, a ſmall quan. 
tity of ferous fluid was depoſited, and about 
a ſpoonful and a half of a ſimilar fluid, with- 
out any urinous ſmell, in the pelvis of both 
kidneys. The bladder was quite empty, but 
appeared perfectly ſound, and contained a 
ſmooth oval ſtone which weighed upwards of 
three drachms. 


III. 


The Hiſtory of a ſingular Affection of Reſpiration, 
with an Account of the Appearances on Diſſection, 
by Dr. Seguin Henry Jackſon, Phyſician in 
London. 


K. æt. 42, a married woman, was ad- 

+ mitted on the 2d of April into the cli- 
nical ward of the Royal Infirmary at Edin- 
burgh, when I had the honour of officiating 
as aſſiſtant to the clinical phyficians, About 
three years before that, ſhe became affected 
ES 
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with a difficulty of breathing, and pain about 
the region of the ſtomach, and in the left fide 
immediately below the ſhort ribs ; theſe com- 
plaints continued for about three months, and 
were carried off by taking ſome medicines. 


She continued free of ſuch complaints till 
about half a year before her admiffion into the 
hoſpital, when ſhe was again ſeized with, 
dyſpnœa, which came on in a gradual manner, 
attended with a ſenſe of oppreſſion about the 
præcordia, but no pain in the fide. With 
no other complaint but this difficulty of 
breathing ſhe continued to be diſtreſſed for 
about two mon hs, gradually becoming worſe 
and worſe, and then ſhe became alſo affected with 
eructations of wind from her ſtomach, arifing 
in conſtint ſucceſſion, and attended with a 
croaking noiſe. 


At the time of her admittance into the 
Royal Infirmary her complaints were very ſe» 
vere. 

She would then frequently complain of pain 
in different parts of the thorax; one while in 
the region of the liver, or in that part of the 
diaphragm connected with it, particularly 
when preſſed by the hand, or when the eruc- 


tation was ſevere; another while in the left 
fide ; 
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ſide; and again, at other times, in the back, 
ſeemingly in the courſe of the diaphragm; the 
was alſo much affected at times with palpita- 
tion of the heart. 


The eructations of wind were very frequent, 
and generally relieved the dyſpnœa, but a ſenſe 
of ſuffocation remained a ſhort time after the 


belching. 


A conſtant croaking noiſe attended her re- 
ſpiration, but was moſt confiderable when the 
erructations came on. After any ſurprize her 
ſpeech was ſtopt, and the eructations of wind 
were increaſed. She was ſenſible of a ſtrait- 
neſs in her cheſt, particularly in ſtooping, and 
of a conſtriction in her throat; her abdomen 
appeared tumified but without fluctuation, and 
rather tympanitic. Her face was in general 
fluſhed, and ſhe would ſometimes complain of 
a heat riſing in her ftomach, and in the palms 


of her hands; the had been much troubled | 


with head-ach, but never with hyſteric fits, 
Her pulſe was always above the natural ſtand- 
ard, ſometimes up to 120. Her tongue clean, 
her belly in general bound, appetite change- 
able, no thirſt, menſes had appeared only once 
for three years paſt, She aſſigned no cauſe for 
ber complaints, but ſaid ſhe had lived im a- 

| damp 
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damp houſe, and had undergone confiderable 
vexation. 


After having remained in the Infirmary ſome 


weeks, ſhe was diſmiſſed much relieved, hav- 
ing been ſeveral times bled, and having uſed 
æther, bark, &c. When blood was drawn, 
it was always covered with a buffy coat. Two 
or three weeks after her diſmiſſion, I had an op- 


portunity of ſeeing her at her own habitation, 


and found her in a melancholy fituation, her 


former complaints having again returned with 
ſtill greater ſeverity. The ſtate of reſpiration 


was then as follows: on inſpiration ſhe was 
ſenſible of a reſiſtance to the entrance of the 
air, at the anterior part of the neck. At the 
fame time a ſound was produced difficult to be 
deſcribed, but harſh, croaking, and ſometimes 
would very much reſemble that attending the 


croup ; ſhe was alſo ſenſible, on inſpiration, of - 
her ſtomach's ſwelling, and particularly ſo 


when ſhe was without ſtays, 


At the end of inſpiration ſhe uttered 85 
language diſtinctly, but only for a ſhort time; 
for when expiration ſucceeded ſhe eructated a 


great quantity of wind from her ſtomach. She 


did not now complain of any wind rifing from 


her. bowels, though the abdomen was rather 


tumid, 
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With this condition of reſpiration ſne was 
continually troubled, and complained of no- 
thing elſe but a pain at the pit of her ſtomach. 


As veneſection ſeemed formerly to have 
done her ſervice, and as ſhe was herſelf de- 
firous of it, twelve ounces of blood were taken 
from her arm, but it did not afford her even 


temporary relief, and it was not again re- 


peated. 


She took frequent doſes of liquid laudanum 
and ſpirit. Corn. Cerv. equal parts, for about a 
week, but without the ſlighteſt relief, though 
ſome degree of drowfineſs was produced ; ſhe 


was alſo bliſtered at the ſtomach. From the 


inutility of theſe remedies, I began to ſuſpe& 
ſome organic affection as the cauſe of her trou- 
ble, and deſpaired of doing her any ſervice, 
Her ſtrength began to fail her faſt ; ſhe could 
ſleep none from the difficulty of reſpiration; 


and in a few days, quite worn out, ſhe died. 


I had the good fortune to inſpect the body 


after death, and met with the following ſa- 
tis factory condition of the pneumonic organs. 


The aperture of, and the paſſage through 
the larynx, below its ventricles or ſinuſſes, 
were ſo much diminiſhed from the natural ſize, 
that it would with difficulty admit a fix-pence, 

| PQ 
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no more of the paflage remaining than a nar- 
row ſlit ſufficient for that purpoſe. 


This diminution of the-paſiage ſeemed to be 
owing to a thickening of the membrane lining 
the larynx, and it was ſo firm that it required 
much force to make the potnt of the fore-finger 
paſs between the edges of the afore mentioned 
ſlit, 


The edges of the ventricles were alſo thicker 
than natural; none of the muſcles moving 
them could be diſtinctly traced. 

The trachea was natural, but the lungs were 
quite collapſed and free of air, containing little 
more than a frothy fluid; fo that their bulk 
was very inconſiderable, and the cavity of the 
thorax thereby to appearance empty. 

The ſuperior ſurface of the diaphragm was 
ſlightly inflamed, particularly at its connection 
with the mediaſtinum, 

The thyroide gland was alſo conſiderably 
larger than natural, and divided into two 
large lobes, one on each fide of 'the trachea. 
There was no appearance of inflammation 
about either the larynx, thyroide gland, or 
trachea, | 

The following queſtions naturally preſent 
themſelves, from the event of this diſſection. 


1. Does 
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1. Does not the preternatural condition of 
the larynx account ſufficiently for the flaty- 
lence of the ſtomach. For, may not the air, 
from the reſiſtance it met with at the larynx, 


have been partly forced to make its way into 
the ſtomach ? 


The phœnomena of this affection tender it 
probable. 1. Becauſe when the breathing was 
moſt difficult, her flatulence was greateſt. 2. 
She was ſenſible of the ſwelling of the ſtomach 
during inſpiration. 3. Whatever increaſed 
the difficulty of breathing, increaſed the flatu- 
lence. 4. The quantity of air evacuated far 
exceeded what could poffibly be the product 
of the prime vie. 5. She wanted the other 
ſymptoms of a loſs of tone in the alimentary 
canal, | 


2. Does not this caſe render it dubious, whe- 
ther the voice is ſolely produced by the liga- 
ments of the larynx forming the ventricles ? 


Would not this caſe have been a favour- 
able one for bronchotomy ; or, would ſuch 
have been hazardous, from the poſſibility that 


Tuch ſymptoms might ariſe from a conſtriction 
in the courſe of the trachea ? 


- We cannot well determine this point, though 
we think it not probable that ſuch 'an affec- 
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tion of the voice could be produced in any 
other part but the larynx, thus morbidly con- 
ditioned, and that this would ſufficiently point 
out the ſeat of the difeaſe, and incline us to 
favour the operation, after all other remedies 
had been previoufly employed without effect. 


IV. 


The Hiſtory of a Caſe of Retroverted Uterus. 
Ry Dr. John Evans, Phyſician at ug. 
2 


N Friday evening, the 28th Aug, [ 
was ſent for to Mary Jones, a poor wo: 
man (fix miles from this town) of a delicate 
make, who had had ſeveral children, and 
was then ſuppoſed between two and three 
months advanced in her pregnancy. 


About 15 or 16 days before, upon lifting 


up a heavy burden, ſhe ſuddenly felt a weight 
and uneaſy bearing down in the vagina, and 
was ſoon after ſeized with excruciating pains 
in the lower part of the belly, accompanied 


with a difficulty of making water, which made 


her dread a miſcarriage. Theſe complaints 


continued till I ſaw ker. Upon my arrival 1 


N found 
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found a confiderable enlargement of the ab- 
domen, and a total ſuppreſſion of urine. With 


ſome difficulty I introduced the catheter, and 
drew off eight pints and a half. Afterwards 
a clyſter was thrown up, which produced a-co- 
pious diſcharge. She ſeemed that night much 
eaſier. I adminiſtered an opiate, in order to 

- procure ſome fleep, which ſhe had been a 
ſtranger to for ſeveral nights. 


The next morning I viſited her again, and 
to my great diſappointment was informed that 
her pain had returned about two hours after I. 
had left her, the preceding evening. I then 
thought it adviſeable to repeat the introduction 
of the catheter, by which two pints more of 
turbid urine were drawn off, and my patient 
was amazingly relieved. 


Upon examination I was well convinced that 
this was a caſe of retroverted uterus. I then 
made an attempt to reduce it to its natural fi- 
tuation, by introducing two fingers of my 
left-hand up the rectum, and my other hand 
up the vagina. I puſhed up the fundus uteri 

vx gently, at the ſame time pulling down the 
upper part of the vagina, With a little per- 
ſeverance my endeavours happily ſucceeded : I 

directed her to keep her bed for three or 

| r four 
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four days, and ever fince ſhe has been gra- 
dually recovering; 


V. 


The Hiſtory of a Caſe of Retroverted Uterus. By 
Dr. Swan, Phyſician at Dumbarton. 


Was called on the 4th April, 1758, in the 

evening, to the wife of James M*Donald, 
in Old Killpatrick pariſh; ſhe was a tall well 
made woman, between three and four months 
gone with child, and had the preceding day 
got a fall going over a wall near her own 
houſe, Immediately after this ſhe was taken 
with down-bearing pains and ſuppreſſion of 
urine, On examination I found the fundus 
uteri fallen down to the lower part of the 
pelvis preſenting like a large ball equally at 
the anus, and os externum uteri; a part of the 
vagina next to the perinzum fallen without 
the os externum ; and the os tincæ turned for- 
wards to the os pubis and raiſed above, preſſing 
on the neck of the urinary bladder ; the 
bladder being at the ſame time more diſtended, 
Blood letting, clyſters, and fomentations had 
no effect in giving her relief. I drew off by 
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the aid of a catheter about fix pounds of 
urine ; but the vagina and neighbouring parts 
were ſo rigid, dry, and inflamed that I could 
not think of handling them, I therefore re. 
peated the blood letting, emollient clyſters, and 
fomentations. That evening the urinary blad- 
der ſeemed to be near as much diſtended as 
before, ſhe having paſſed no urine 3 the fundus 
uteri was ſtill low in the pelvis. About four 
pints of urine were taken off by the catheter, 
and the parts were not ſo dry, rigid, and in- 
flamed as formerly, therefore with a finger in 
vagina and another in anus, I raiſed up the 
fundus uteri till the os tincæ came into its na- 
tural pofition, I directed her to keep in bed 
for ſome days, and to lie chiefly on either 


ſide with the nates raiſed, to make no great ef- 


forts or ſtraining at ſtool, to keep an open 
belly by clyſters, and to take an anodyne occa- 
fionally. By theſe means ſhe recovered, had 
no relapſe, went on in her pregnancy, and 


at the uſual time was delivered of a. ſtrong, 
healthy child. 


SECT. 
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SECT, 
Medical News, 


HE following account of the method of 
treating dropſy of the brain by mercury, 
has been communicated to Dr. Duncan, in a 


letter from Dr. Matthew Dobſon, phyſician in 
Liverpool. 


The caſe of hydrocephalus internus men- 
_ tioned by Dr. Percival in the Medical Com- 
mentaries, volume V. page 174, and referred 
to by Dr. Simmons, page 420 of the ſame 
volume, was communicated to ſeveral of my 


medical friends in different parts of the king- 
dom, during the years 1775, 1776, and 1777s 


My reaſon for withholding it from the public, 
was the defire of having a practice, which 
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ſome may conſider not only as new but hardy, 
ſupported by a ſtronger authority than that of 
a ſolitary caſe. But I no longer hefitate now 
to publiſh the caſe, as three indubitable in- 
ſtances of Hydrocephalus internus have occur- 
red, in which this method of cure has ſuc- 
ceeded : and I hope that on ſtill farther trial 


it will be found the happy means of preſerving 


able diſeaſe. 


. & T ſhall be obliged to any of thoſe gentle- 
men of the faculty who adopt the practice, if 
they will communicate to me the reſult of their 
experience, whether favourableor unfavourable, 
A more extenſive collection of caſes and facts, 
may enable me to make ſuch general ob ſerva- 
tions as may be more clearly concluſive: both 
with reſpect to the nature of the diſeaſe, ad 
the probability of ſucceſs. 


« The mercurial courſe was firſt tried in the 
following caſe. 


Caſe of Hydrocephalus Iuternus. 


« On the 13th of February 1975, I was called 
to the only ſon of Mr. C. a gentleman of 


this place: the child was between three and 
four 
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four years of age, had been indiſpoſed about 
eight days, and had frequently complained of 
pin i: his head and wearineſs, and pains in 
his limbs; had been fick by fits, and ſometimes 
vomited; was feveriſh, and could not bear the 
light. 


„J was much alarmed on hearing this ac- 
count, as the hydrocephalus internus had already 
proved fatal to three children of this family, 
who had all been under my care. And that 
this had been the diſeaſe was evident, both 
from the ſymptoms and the appearances on 
diſſection. But my alarm was much farther 
encreaſed, on examining the little patient. The 
pulſe I found very frequent and irregular. 
The head bot, the cheeks fluſhed, the pupils di- 
lated, and a great degree of ſtrabiſmus. There 


remained no doubt with reſpe& to the nature 
of the diſeaſe. 


An emetic, ſome calomel powders, and a 
purgative had been adminiſtered, without af- 
fording any relief. I directed the pediluvium, 
and emetic tartar to be given in ſuch doſes as 
to excite nauſea. | 


February 14th. The ſymptoms the ſame, 


with frequent ſtartings, diſturbed ſleep, and 
3 toſſing 


a 


r th \ "oy | * 2 


A 


7 
; 
$ 
p- 
1 
1 


222 E DI þ 


toſſing ſrom ſide to ſide on the pillow, 
bliſter was applied between the ſhoulders, the 


pediluvium repeated, and the emetic tartar 
continued. | 


6 x5th. Comatoſe, reſtleſs, and ſhrieking by 
fits. The pulſe flower than in health, and the 
eyes inſenſible even to the impreſſions of ſtrong 
light. 

As J had no hope of doing any thing ef- 
fectual for the recovery of my patient, I paid 
my viſits, preſcribed, and gave directions with 
a fore-boding and heavy heart. Anxiouſly, 
however, conſidering the caſe in different points 
of view, and fully convinced that it was vain 
to purſue the uſual line of practice, it occurred 
to me, that mercurials, ſo far urged as to 
.enter the courſe of circulation,” and affect the 
{ſalivary glands, might poſſibly reach the ſy- 
ſtem of abſorbents in the ventricles of the 
brain, and thus remove the extravaſated fluid, 


« The ſhort continuance of the diſeaſe, and 
the apparent ſtrength of my patient, were fa- 
vourable to the trial of this method, No 
time, however, was to be loſt. The parents 
were - conſulted, and readily gave their ſanc- 
tion to the propoſal; for they were convinced 

2 that 
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that unleſs ſome powerful ſteps were taken, 
this their only ſon, muſt be numbered with 


thoſe of their children, who had already fallen 
a ſacrifice to the diſeaſe, . 


The mercurial courſe, therefore, was com- 
menced and urged on with caution and expedi- 
tion. In forty eight hours the breath began to 
be offenſive, the gums were reddiſh and ſwelled, 
and the ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, ſo far as could 
be diſtinguiſhed, were ſomewhat abated. .In 
forty-eight hours more, the ptyaliſm came on, 
and the diſeaſe was evidently declining. Between 
the 15th and the 22d he took twenty grains of 
calomel, and one drachm of the ſtrongeſt mer- 
curial ointment was likewiſe rubbed in well 
upon the legs and thighs. The doſe of calo- 
mel was one grain, mixed with a litfle ſugar, 
and repeated at ſuch intervals as the circum- 
ſtances of the caſe pointed out. 


After the 22d no more mercurials were ad- 
miniſtered, a moderate ptyaliſm continued for 
five or ſix days, then gradually ceaſed, and 
the diſeaſe was entirely removed. The bark 
was then given, as the beſt tonic remedy after 
the mercurial courſe, and as the beſt preſerva- 
vative againſt a relapſe, The ſtrabiſmus I ob- 
ſerved was the laſt ſymptom which diſappeared. 

P 4 « From 
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« From the 15th, no other medicines were 
uſed except mercurials, I entertained the ſame 
favourable expectations with Dr. Simmons 
from the uſe of bliſters, but experience has 
convinced me that their operation is inade- 
quate. The three ſiſters of the above patient, 
who all died of this diſeaſe, were treated with 
bliſters, and to one of them they were applied 
in ſucceſſion to the head, behind the ears, and 
between the ſhoulders.“ 


* ® # % 


The following extract of a letter from Dr, 
Percival to Dr, Duncan, concerning the new 
method of treating the dropſy of the brain, af- 
fords additional confirmation of the efficacy of 
that practice. 

© Though the arguments of your very 
ingenious correſpondent Dr. Simmons have 
not produced any change in my ſentiments ; 
yet I think myſelf obliged by his candour, 
and honoured by his politeneſs. And as I am 
perſuaded that his ſtrictures proceed from the 
love of truth and a ſpirit of benevolence, I 
doubt not it will afford him fatisfaCtion to hear, 
that farther experience has furniſhed me with 


| » See the Medical Commentarics, vol, v. p. 17t. 
fuller 
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ſuller evidence of the ſafety and efficacy of 
mercury, timely adminiſtered, in the hydroce- 
phalus internus. 

« One of my own children, a girl, aged three 
years and three months, has lately been a ſe- 
vere ſufferer under this alarming malady. As 
ſoon as the characteriſtic ſymptoms of the diſ- 
eaſe clearly manifeſted themſelves, I laid afide 
all other remedies, convinced, by repeated ob- 
ſervation, of their inſufficiency, and truſted 
ſolely, though with much ſolicitude, to the in- 
ternal and external uſe of mercury. In forty- 
eight hours, figns of amendment appeared, 
and her recovery was perfected in fix days, 
During this ſpace of time, thirteen grains of 
calomel were adminiſtered, and ſeven ſcruples 
of the unguentum mercuriale fortius carefully 
rubbed into her legs. 


66 do not ſend you a detail of the caſe, be- 
cauſe I ſhall probably offer it myſelf to the 
public ; for having marked every circumſtance 
of the diſeaſe with the watchful and anxious 
attention of a parent, I may, perhaps, have 
acquired a more intimate knowlege of its 
nature, and of the peculiar operation of mer- 


cury 1n the cure of it, than can be obtained in 


the ordinary courſe of a phyſician's practice. 
I am 
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1am willing to hope, at leaſt, that I have been 
able to guard againſt deception, _ 


« In the treatment of the hydrocephalus inter. 
#15, no remedy has had a more general trial 
than bliſters: J have often employed them 
myſelf; but never yet faw any inſtance in 
which they could be ſaid to produce other 
than palliative effects. The publication of 
Dr. Ambroſe Dawſon, referred to in the laſt 
number of the Medical Commentaries, has not 
yet fallen into my hands ; but that learned 
and judicious phyfician informs me, that his 
notes were not ſufficiently minute and parti- 
cular to aſcertain the cafes to be of the malady 
in queſtion. The fatality of the diforder, he 
fays, convinced him that purgatives and diu— 
retics are given on a bad theory, and the main 
deſign of his paper is to incite the faculty to 
attempt the diſcovery of a more ſucceſsful 
method of cure. | 


«© Mention is made of only one bliſter, in the 
curious hiſtory of a dropſy of the brain, com- 
municated ſome time ago by my friend Dr. 
Dobſon. This was applied between the ſhoul- 
ders, on the 14th of Feb. 1775. On the 15th, 
the diſeaſe ſeems, by the doctor's letter which 
now lies before me, to have made a rapid 

pro- 


* 
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progreſs; the mercurial courſe was therefore 


commenced, and continued till the 22d, when 
the child was out of danger,” 


* * * * % 


We mentioned in a former number, the death 
of that ingenious gentleman Mr. Charles Dar- 
win, whoſe early exertions, in the line of medi- 
cine and philoſophy, could not fail to inſpire 
the higheſt future expectations. A plain, but 
neat marble monument, has been lately erected 
to his memory, in the church- yard belonging 
to the chapel of St. Cuthbert, at Edinburgh, 
on which is the following inſcription, 


CHARLES DARWIN, 
Was born at Litchfield, Sept. 3, 1758, 
And died at Edinburgh, May 15, 1778. 


Poſſeſſed of uncommon abilities and activity, he 
had acquired knowlege in every department of 


Medical and Philoſophical Science much beyond 
his years. 


He gained the firſt medal offered by the Æſcu- 
lapian Society for a criterion to diſtinguiſh Matter 


from Mucus ; and had prepared a Theſis for his 
Graduation, on the Retrogade Motion of the 


Lymphatic Veſſels, in ſome Diſeaſes. 
| He 
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He cultivated with ſucceſs the friendſhip of in. 
genious men ; and was interred by favour of Dr, 
A. Duncan, in this his burial place, 


Fame's boaſtful chiſſel Fortune's filver plume 
Mark but the mould'ring urn, or deck the tomb. 


When it was known that the Friends of Mr. 
Darwin intended to place a monumental in- 
ſcription over his grave, a few lines written 
by his intimate friend Dr. Fowler, now phyfi- 
cian at Stafford, were inſcrted in the Birming- 
ham and York Chronicle, for the confideration 
of his friends; and although the infeription 
which has already been given, had before that 
been adopted, yet, we imagine, it will not be 
diſagreeable to any one who has a due regard 
for the memory of diſtinguiſhed wotth, and 
who underſtands how far the conduct of man- 
kind to the dead has an effect upon the liy- 
ing, that we give place to the ſentiments of a 
friend, intimately acquainted with the merit 
and abilities of the deceaſed. 


To the memory of the late ingenjous Mr, 
Charles Darwin of Litchfield, Student of Medi- 
cine at Edinburgh. Who departed this life, May 


15 
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19, 1778, before he had reached the 2oth year of 
his age. 


Peace to his aſhes—to his memory fame; 

Let theſe few lines 'intrinfic worth proclaim, 
With learning, judgment, wit, and genius bleſt, 
A noble ardour fir'd his youthful breaſt ; 
Eager of ſcience, he explor'd each part, 

But eager moſt he graſp'd the healing art ; 

His zeal was ſuch that ſkill'd beyond a youth, 
He died a martyr. in purſuit of truth; | 
Yet not before his genius bright had ſhone, 
And gain'd him laurels and a high renown ; 
Oh had he liy'd till learned age had run 

The glorious race, his youth had but begun, 
Then future myriads, by diſeaſes torn, 

Had thankful bleſt the day that he was born. 


* * * * * 


A tranſlation of the Primæ Lineæ Phyſio- 
logiæ, of Dr. Haller, has lately been publiſned 
at Edinburgh. In the advertiſement which is 
prefixed to this work, the tranſlators, after 
mentioning the different editions of the ori- 

ginal, obſerve, that what they now offer to 
the public is an exact tranſlation of the edi- 
tion printed at Edinburgh, under the direction 
of Dr. Cullen; and they have not omitted a 

trans 
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tranſlation of the elaborate Index, which was 
ſubjoined to it, in which a compendious ana- 
lyſis is given of the whole work. 
* * 4 + * a 

On Monday the 12th of April, being the 
anniverſary of the birth day of the illuſtrious 
Harvey, the Harveian Oration inſtituted with 
the view of doing honour to his memory was 
delivered at Edinburgh, by Dr. Charles 
Webſter. The ſubject of this oration was an 


account of the character and writings of the 
late juſtly celebrated Dr. Haller. 


We formerly gave our readers reaſon to ex- 
pect that they ſhould find in this work - 
ſhort hiſtory of that illuſtrious medical phi- 
loſopher, and we hope foon to fulfil our 
intention. But we are ſtill under the ne- 
ceſſity of delaying it. We flatter ourſelves 
however, that ſome intended alterations which 
will probably take place in this work, with 
the commencement of our next volume, may 
hereafter prevent ſimilar accidents, 


After the delivery of the Harveian Oration 


at Edinburgh, the annual prize medal, given 
with the view of promoting experimental in- 


quiry 
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quiry at that place, was publicly delivered to 
Dr. Edward Stevens, from the Ifland of St. 
Croix. 


Our readers may remember that the ſubject 
propoſed for the prize diſſertation, was an Ex- 
perimental Inquiry concerning the red Colour 
of the Blood; the prize was unanimouſly ad- 


judged to a Diſſertation to which was prefixed 
the following motto. 


Tentanda via eft qua me quoque poſſum 
Tollere humo, vittorque virum volitare per ora. 


This Differtation was found ta be written 
by Dr. Stevens. Without pretending to 
give any particular account of it, we ſhall 
only at preſent obſerve, that it conſiſts almoſt 
entirely of a detail of experiments which ſeem 
to have been inſtituted with no leſs judgment 
than ingenuity, and conducted with the moſt 
accurate attention. The general conclufion 
from his experiments, is, that the red colour 
of the blood, depends on the principle of in- 
flammability which it contains. 


The ſubject prepared for the prize Diſſerta- 
tion for next year is, an Experimental Inquiry 
concerning the Nature and Properties of the 
coagulable Lymph or Gluten of the Blood. 

The 
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The competitors for this prize muſt tranſ- 
mit their Diſſertations to Dr. Duncan, on or 
before the firſt of January, 1779. To theſe Dif. 
ſertations it is required that each candidate 
ſhall prefix a motto, and with the Diſſertation 
he muſt ſend a ſealed letter, containing his 
name and place of abode. The ſame motto 
muſt be written on the back of the letter with 
that which is prefixed to the diſſertation. 


* * * * * 


Mr. de la Blancherie of Paris, has lately ſet 
on foot an inſtitutition for holding a general 
correſpondence relative to ſciences, arts, letters, 
and the lives of illuſtrious men, diſtinguiſhed 
by their learning, in all countries. 


The Royal Academy of Sciences, ſome time 
ago, appointed a committee to examine into 
this project, who returned a very favourable 
report, and recommended it as being a ſcheme 

which deſerved encouragement and tlie aſſiſt- 
ance of the learned. 


From this inſtitution it is intended, that 
there ſhall be a weekly publication, containing 
intelligence from the republic of learning and 
arts; and from the account which is given by 


the members of the Royal Academy of Sciences 
| "6M 
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of the labour and expence which Mr. de la Blan- 
cherie has beſtowed, as well as from the active 
zeal which he poſſeſſes, there is no reaſon to hope 
that this publication will be highly conducive 
to the progreſs of uſeful ſciences. 


* * * * * 


The Medical Society of Edinburgh have 
lately come to the reſolution of making an 
important addition to their buſineſs, which, it 
is hoped, may be attended with the moſt uſe- 
ful conſequences. Beſides their uſual weekly 
meetings, at which papers read by their ordi- 
nary members, are the ſubject of diſcuſſions, 
calculated principally for the improvement of 
the induſtrious ſtudent ; they are to hold alſo 
regular monthly meetings, for reading and con- 
ſidering practical papers in medicine, and me- 
dical philoſophy, intended for publication, 
They have appointed a committee for con- 
ducting this publication, and they haye ad- 
dreſſed their abſent members, many of whom 
are practitioners of high reputation in every 
part of the Britiſh dominions, ſoliciting com- 
munications for their tranſactions, We ſhall. 
here preſent our readers with a copy of their 

Vor. VI. No. 22. 4 eir- 
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circular letter, which explains the nature of 
their intention, and gives a liſt of their com- 
mittee. And we may further add, that al. 
though hitherto they have addreſſed their own 
members only, yet communications, ſuited to 
their deſign, from any other practitioners will 
be highly acceptable. 


ce Sir, 
THE Medical Society of Edinburgh, 
lately erected into a body politic, by a charter 
from the crown, have elected a committee for 
the purpoſe of conducting an annual publica- 
tion. The reſpectable footing the Society is 
now on, the very eminent names in almoſt 
every part of the world which grace its regiſ- 
ter, the valuable communications with which 
it 1s frequently favoured, hitherto loſt to 
the public, and a defire to extend medical 
knowledge, are the motives to this under- 
taking. 

«© The following gentlemen are appointed 
the committee for publication : Drs. Cullen, 
Monro, Duncan, Stevens, and Stapleton ; 
Meſſ. Hamilton, Aitken, Ruſſel, Ford, Pel- 
let, Logan, Broughton, Cleghorn, and Quin. 


Any 
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« Any communications on medicine, or ſub- 
jects connected with that ſcience, tranſmitted 
to us, will be gratefully received. 


Edinburgh, We are, Sir, 
March 1, 1779. 


Your moſt obedient Servants, 


ANDREW WARDROPE, M. D. 
| CHARLES WEBSTER, M.D. 


Secretaries to the Committee for Publication.” 


* XR # # # 


Dr, David M“ Bride, whoſe genius and in- 
duſtry entitled him to the firſt rank among the 
philoſophers and Phyficians of the preſent 
age, died lately in Dublin. We were in 
hopes that we ſhould have been able, in the 
preſent number, to have introduced ſome ac- 
count of his life, writings, and character; 
but we have not hitherto obtained ſuch intel- 
ligence as to put it in our power to preſent 
our readers with an account, which could 
ſatisfy the laudable curiofity of thoſe who have 
a juſt eſteem for diſtinguiſhed merit. 


Q 2 | Dr. 
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* * * * * 


Dr. John Rutherford, Emeritus Profeſſor of 
the Practice of Medicine, in the univerſity of 
Edinburgh, and one of thoſe eminent teachers 
to whom the medical ſchool at Edinburgh is 
indebted for its origin, lately died at that place 
in an advanced age. Although Dr. Ruther. 
ford had, for ſeveral years, retired from the 
duties of public teaching, as well as from the 
fatigues of extenſive practice, yet he retained 
to the laſt, that penetrating judgment which 
diſtinguiſhed him ever in life as a ſucceſsful 

practitioner, | 
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Ables of the ſkeleton and muſcles of 
the human body, By Bernard Siegfried 
Albinus. Tranſlated from the Latin, Folio 
Edinburgh. 


Firſt lines of phy ſiology. By Baron Alber- 


tus Haller, M. D. tranſlated from the correct 
Latin edition, which was printed under the in- 
ſpection of William Cullen, M. D. to which is 
added, a tranſlation of the elaborate index 
compoſed for that edition. 8vo. Edinburgh, 


Firſt lines of the practice of phyſic, for 


the uſe of ſtudents in the univerſity of Edin- 


burgh, by William Cullen, M. D. ne P. 
Vol. II. 8vo. Edinburgh. 

Remarks on that kind of palſy of the low-er 
limbs, which is frequently found to accom- 
pany a curvature of the ſpine, and i is ſuppoſed 
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to be cauſed by it. Together with the me, 
thod of cure; to which are added, obſervations 
on the neceſſity and propriety of amputation 
in certain caſes, and under certain circum- 


ſtances. By Percival Pott, F. R. S. 8va. 
London. 


Synopſis medica, or a ſhort view of the 
modern practice of phyſic, with a pharmaco- 
pœia extemporanea. Vol. I. 8vo, London, 

An account of the ſcarlet fever and fore 
throat, or ſcarlatina anginoſa, particularly as 
it appeared at Birmingham in the year 1778. 
By William Withering, M. D. 8vo. London, 


A treatiſe on the malignant angina, or 
putrid ulcerous ſore throat; to which are 
added ſome remarks on the angina trachealis, 


By J. Johnftone, M. D. Phyſician at Wor- 


ceſter. 8vo. London. 


An eſſay on the conſequences attending in- 


judicious bleeding in pregnancy. By George 
Wallis. M. D. 8vo. London. | 


The complete Engliſh phyſician, or an uni- 


verſal library of family medicine. By Alex- 
ander Gordon, M. D. 8vo. London. 


Every patient his own doctor, or the ſick 
man's triumph over death and the grave. By 
Lewis Robinſon, M. D. 3vo. 
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A letter to Dr. Hardy, Phyſician, on the 
hints he has given concerning the origin of 
the gout, in his late publication on the Devon- 


ſhire cholic. By Francis Py B. 8vo. 
London. 


A philoſophical inquiry into the cauſe of 
animal heat : with incidental obſervations on 
ſeveral phyfiological and chemical queſtions, 
connected with the ſubject. By P. Dugud 
Leſlie, M. D. 8vo. London. 


An eſſay on the cure of abſceſſes by cauſtic, 
and on the treatment of wounds and ulcers; 
with obſervations on ſome improvements in ſur- 


gery. By P. Clare, Surgeon. 8 vo. London, 
Hiſtory of the origin of Medicine. By 
John Coakely Lettſom, M. D. 4to. London. 


A treatiſe on the hydrocele. By Laurence 
Nannoni. 8vo. London. | 


Remarks on Dr. Lettſom's letter to Sir 


Robert Barker, and George Stacpoole, Eſq. 


upon general inoculation, By the hon. Ba- 
ron Dimſdale. 8yo. London. 


Obſervations on the plan propoſed for eſfa- 
bliſhing a diſpenſary and medical ſociety, for 


the private and only immediate uſe of the 


ſubſcribers. 8yvo. London. 
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A diſſertation on the teeth and gums, and 
the ſeveral diſorders to which they are liable, 
By William Bennet, Surgeon. 8vo. London. 


Obſervations on the efficacy of a new mer. 
curial preparation, for the cure gf the vene- 
real diſeaſe. By Henry Waſtell, Surgeon, 
8yvo, London. 


An account of the experiments made at 
the Pantheon, on conductors for lightning, 
By B. Wilſon, F. R. S. 8vo. London. 


Muſeum Britannicum, being part of the 
general contents of the Britiſn Muſeum, il- 


luſtrated with prints. By John and Andrew 
Rymsdyck. Folio. London. 


Precis de la medecine- pratique. Par M. 
Lieutaud, premier medecin du roi, &c. nou- 


velle edition revue par Vauteur, deux tomes. 
8v0. Paris, 


Avis aux bonnes menageres des villes & 
des campagnes, ſur la meilleure maniere de 


faire leur pain. Par M. Parmentier. 8vo, 
Paris. 


Conſpectus œconomiæ animalis ſeu com- 
pendium phyſiologiæ, a Stephano Groſſin Du- 
hame, M. D. Monſpelienſi, &c. vo. Pa- 
riſſis. 
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La theorie du chirurgien, ou anatomie ge- 
nerale & particuliere du corps humain avec 
des obſervations chirurgicales ſur chaque par- 
tie, Par M, Durand, ancien chirurgien aide 
major des camps & des armees du roi. 
2 tomes. 8 vo. Paris. 


Eloge hiſtorique de M. Venel, profeſſeur 
en medecine dans I univerſite de Montpellier, 
membre de la ſociẽtẽ royale des ſciences, &c. 
par J. J. M. docteur en medecine de Vuniver- 
fits de Montpellier. 8 vo. Grenoble. 


Eſſais de Jean Rey, M. D. ſur la recherche 
de la cauſe par laquelle l'etain and le plomb 
augmentent de poids quand on les calcine. 
Nouvelle edition, avec des notes par M. 
Gobet. 8vo, Paris. 


De la vieillefle. Par M. Robert, docteur 
regent de la faculte de medecine de Paris, 


premier medecin, and conſciller intime de feu 
S. A. S. Chriſtian IV. com Palatin, due de 
Deux-Ponts. 8 vo. Paris. | 
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I. 


Hocietatis Medicæ Havnienſis Collectanea. Cum 
Figuris Ari inciſis. Vol. II. 8b. Havniæ. 


N a former number of our Commentaries, 
ſome account was given of the principal 
papers contained in the firſt volume of this 
work, as well as of the ſociety by whom it is 
publiſhed. The volume now before us con- 

tains no leſs than thirty-ſix diſſertations upon 
different ſubjects. We cannot therefore, at- 
tempt to give an analyſis of each of theſe, 
but muſt confine our obſervations to a few. 
S 2 And 
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And among others the following, from their 
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intereſting nature, ſeem to claim particular at. 
tention. | 


Ob/orvatio de Febre putrida petechiali a Fettore Pif. 
cium ſalitorum putrefattorum. Autore V. B. 
Aaſkow. 


The dreadful effects which enſue to the 
human ſpecies, from the putrid exhalations 
of ſtagnating water, or of other putreſcent 
ſubſtances, are now ſo generally known, eſpe— 
cially, as our author obſerves, ſince the publica- 
tions of Lanſcifi, Pringle, and Lind upon this 
ſubject, that it is ſcarce neceſſary to trouble 
the world with other inſtances of the ſame 
nature, The publication, however, of the 
following obſervation, in his opinion, may, 
perhaps, have ſome influence in putting a ſet 
of people upon their guard, who, from their fre- 
quent confinement to a very ſmall ſpace, can 
never be too attentive in preſerving a purity 
of the air around them, 


A thirty-two gun frigate went upon a four 
weeks cruiſe to the Baltic, in May, 1773, There 
were 180 men on board, all in high health, 
and in good ſpirits, at the time of their ſetting 
out, 
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out. The weather happened to be rainy at the 
beginning of the voyage, but no other circum- 
ſtance occurred, which could give any reaſon to 
dread that the crew would be unhealthy. For 
the firſt fortnight the hands all enjoyed very 
good health; but about that time a very diſ- 
agreeable putrid fetor was obſerved over all 
the fore-part of the ſhip, and by degrees it 
extended over the whole veſſel. A putrid dif- 
order ſoon commenced among the ſailors, with 
which a great number were ſeized ; and it was 
remarkable, that thoſe were firſt attacked with 
it, who ſlept in the fore- part of the ſhip, where 
this ſmell was firſt perceivable. On the con- 
trary, thoſe were laſt in being ſeized, whoſe 


apartments were in the moſt diſtant parts of 
veſſel. | 


As the putreſcent effluvia, which for ſome 
time had prevailed in the ſhip, was imme— 
diately ſuſpected to be the cauſe of the ſick- 
neſs, all the different apartments were examin- 


ed, but although the ſtricteſt ſearch was made 


in order to detect the cauſe of the fetor, yet 
nothing ſatisfactory could be diſcovered, The 
fetor became daily more intolerable, and the 
ſickneſs among the men increafing in the ſame 
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proportion, they were at laſt, about the mid- 
dle of June, obliged to put into port. 


A farther ſcrutiny being now ſet on foot, 
the cauſe of all the miſchief was at laſt diſco» 
vered; in the ſalted fiſh intended for the pro- 
viſion. of the ſhip. To the under ſtrata of theſe 
it was found that ſome ſalt water had got ac- 
ceſs, and as the upper ſtratum of the whole 
remained ſweet and untainted, every cauſe of 


ſuſpicion had thereby been prevented from 
falling on that quarter. 


Every putreſcent article being thrown over 
board, and the ſhip having undergone a tho- 
rough cleanſing, ſhe again ſet fail in the month 
of July; but ſo difficult is it effectually to 
eradicate this cauſe of diſeaſe, when once it 
has got acceſs to a ſhip, that, notwithſtand- 
ing every attempt for the purification of the 
veſlel, the fickneſs among the men ſtill conti- 
nued to prevail, and at laſt got to ſuch a 
height as obliged them again to come into- 
port, till ſome more effectual means could be 
fallen upon, for removing the cauſe of their 


diſaſters. 


Our author afterwards gives ſome account 
of the ſymptoms which occurred in the diſ- 
order 
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order thus produced ; but as he has few or no 
obſervations upon the method of cure practiſ- 
ed. And as the appearances which the diſeaſe 
exhibited, did not differ materially from the 
general run of putrid fevers, it is not here 
neceſſary to give a particular detail of them. 


Ob ſervatio de Tenia ope ſtanni raſi expulſa. Au- 


tore Sibbern. 


A young woman, aged twenty-five, was 
ſeized with a hoarſeneſs, and pricking pain in 
the fauces, but without any ſymptom of an- 
gina, or any other local affection; ſhe was af- 
fected alſo with a dry cough, cardialgia, an 
obſtinate coſtiveneſs, a troubleſome pain in the 
left hypochondrium, a ravenous appetite, ſup- 
preſhon of the menſes, a paleneſs of counte- 
nance, and defection of the ſpirits. 


Worms being ſuſpected as the cauſe of the 
diſeaſe, calomel with rhubarb, valerian, and 
other anthelmintic medicines were preſcribed, 
but with no advantage. | 


At laſt recourſe was had to powder of tin, 
conjoined with jalap ; two drams of the for- 
mer, and half a dram of the latter, being 
made into a bolus with honey, were given for 
S 4 a doſe, 
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a doſe. After three doſes of the medieine had 
been taken, a worm of the tænia kind was 
paſſed, no leſs than thirty-eight yards in 
length; and although the remedy was till 
continued, no more of theſe animals were dif. 
charged, and in a ſhort ſpace of time the pa- 
tient got into a ſtate of perfect health. 


The worm was intended to have been put 
into a bottle of ſpirits, with a view to its pre- 
ſervation ; but, by miſtake, it was put into a 
bottle of vinegar; and as, in a ſhort time 
after being immerſed in this fluid, it became 
perfectly black, our author ſuppoſes that 
vinegar may one time or other be brought 
into uſe as an anthelmintic. 


Tentamina Electrica in Animalibus inflituta Parti- 
cula prima. Autore P. C. Abildgaard, 


Various opinions, our author obſerves, have 
prevailed with reſpect to the manner in which 
lightning operates on the bodies of animals, in 
depriving them of life. 

Some have ſuppoſed that death on theſe oc- 
cafions, is occaſioned by a very high degree of 
rarefaction, induced by the thunder on the at- 
moſphere. Others allege, that it in general 

pro- 
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proceeds from ruptures in the blood-veſlels 
and nerves; and ſome again aſſert, that death 
in ſuch inſtances 1s induced merely by the vio- 
lent concuſſion given to the nervous ſyſtem, 


With a view to throw ſome light upon this 
ſubje&, a ſet of electrical experiments were 
undertaken by our author. A few of theſe are 
now publiſhed, and the reſt we are made to 
expect in ſome future publication of the ſo- 


A colt, three months old, was at firſt made 
choice of for the ſubject of theſe experiments; 
but the ſtrongeſt ſhocks our author could give 
could not kill it; the contents of ten large 
bottles were, at different times, made to paſs 
through the head ; but although the animal 
was thereby knocked down, and ſtumbled a 
little, it always inſtantly recovered again. 


A common hen was now fixed upon ; and 


it was found that a ſhock paſſed through the 


head, from one of the bottles only, was ſuffi- 
cient to produce death ; at leaſt after recciy- 
ing the ſhock, the animal ſeemed deprived of 
every ſenſe, and could not be affected by any 
kind of irritation. : 

Among 
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Among other means of applying irritaticn, 
it occured to our atithor to make ſome trials 
of repeated electrical ſhocks. And accord: 
ingly different ſhocks were given to the head; 
of nearly the ſame ſtrength as the one origi- 
nally given from one of the bottles, but all 
to no purpoſe, the animal ſtill remaining to 
all appearance dead. At laſt, however, a 
ſhock being made to paſs from the ſternum to 
the back, life inſtantly returned, and the ani- 


mal immediately walked about as if nothing 
had happened. 


The ſame experiment was afterwards at dif. 
ferent times repeated, and always with the 
ſame effect; the ſhocks given at the breaſt 
always counteraCting effectually thoſe given at 
the head. 

Several ſmart ſhocks being made to paſs 
through the head of a cock, he was thereby 
not only rendered to all appearance dead, but 
conſiderable quantities of blood were diſcharg- 
ed from his mouth and noſe; he inſtantly re- 


covered, however, on receiving a ſhock at the 
breaſt, 


To prevent all manner of deception, and to 
determine exactly whether theſe animals would 
recover from the effects of the firſt ſhock 


upon 
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upon the head, without the intervention of 


the other given to the breaſt, another hen, 
and the cock with which the former experi- 
ment was made, were ſeized, and one ſhock 
made to paſs through the head of each, of 
the ſame ſtrength, being given both at the 
ame inſtant from the ſame bottle. The ani- 
mals being both thereby rendered entirely deſ- 


titute of ſenſe and irritability, were left lying 


upon the ground till next morning, when they 
were found perfectly ftiff and cold; nor could 
they be again recovered, either by the effects 
of electrieity, or by any other means that 
were attempted. 


The experiments already related by Dr. 
Abildgaard, may, we think, not only lead to pro- 
bable conjectures, as to the cauſe of death 
from lightning, but alſo, perhaps, to important 
diſcoveries with reſpect to the means of reco- 
very in ſuch a caſe. The author, however, 
has delayed his concluſions from theſe, as well 


as the relation of farther experiments, to a 


future volume of the work. With an account 
of theſe, therefore, we may hope ſoon be 
able to preſent our readers. 
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De Pareſi Metaſiatica Brachii ſiniſtri a Gonorrhe, 
Autore Joanne Wilhelmo Gulbrand. 


A young man, aged twenty-ſix, of a ſanguine 
temperament, was ſuddenly ſeized with a pain, 
and paralytic affection of his left arm; which 
came to ſuch a degree of inveteracy as entirely 
to deſtroy both ſenſe and. motion, not only of 
the arm, but alſo of the hand and fingers. 


A ſurgeon was firſt called, and afterwards a 
phyſician, who preſcribed blood-letting, bliſ- 
ters, the uſe of camphor, and ſome ſaline me- 
dicines; but all to no purpoſe. Emollient 
cataplaſms and fomentations were afterwards 
had recourſe to, ſpirit of ſal ammoniac, and 
other ſtimulating applications, were likewiſe 


applied ; but no advantage accruing from any 
of them, the aſſiſtance of our author was at 
laſt deſired. 


As the diſeaſe continued to reſiſt obſtinately 
the uſe of every ordinary remedy, and as the 
patient now gave information that he had 
tor ſome time laboured under a gonorrhea, 
which by ſome quack medicine had been ſud- 
denly put a ſtop to, immediately before the 
e of the paralytic affection of the 


arm, 
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arm, that circumſtance was immediately ſuſ- 
pected as the cauſe of his diſorder. | 


A courſe of mercury, in the form of Baron 
Van Swieten's ſolution, was accordingly pre- 
ſcribed ; together with an electary of ſarſa- 
parilla conjoined with rhubarb, guaiacum, and 
ſena ; and a decoction of burdock and guaia- 
cum to be uſed as ordinary drink, By the uſe of 
theſe remedies, the pain of the arm gradually 
abated, as did alſo the paralytic affection; and 
in a ſhort time the patient was reſtored to per- 
fect health. Soon after he began the courſe 
now mentioned, the diſcharge from the urethra 
was obſerved to return, and it was remark- 
able, that, according as the diſcharge increaſed - 
in quantity, the ſeveral ſymptoms of the diſ- 
caſe became leſs violent, 


Our author takes occaſion to remark, that 
moſt all the bad effects, ſuch as violent rheu- 
natiſms &c. which frequently reſult from 
-ourſes of mercury, are effectually prevented 
by conjoining to the mercury the uſe of gen- 
e laxatives, and of mild diaphoretic diluent 
rin ks, ſuch as thoſe already mentioned. 


II. 
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II, 


Advice to Lying-ia Women, chiefly reſpecting the 
Cuſtom of drawing the Breaſts. By C. Crutt. 
well, Surgeon at Bath. 12mo. Bath. 


HE intention of this treatiſe is to en. 

counter a practice, which, according to 
our author, is founded on prejudice, and is, at 
the ſame time, unnatural, painful, and even 
dangerous. Theſe concluſions are not pre- 
ſented as the reſult of ſpeculative reaſoning, 
but as founded on experience; whale, at the 
ſame time, he aſſures us, that the practice of 
drawing the breaſts, however, powerfully ſup- 


ported by cuſtom, may be omitted with ſafety 
and caſe. 


The author introduces his obſervations on 
the ſubje&, by giving a ſhort deſcription of 
the breaſts, and ſome account of their uſe. 
The ſubſtance of his obſervations is, that they 
are glandular bodics, appropriated to the pur- 
poſes of ſecretion, and that the liquor ſecreted 
is by nature intended for the great and good 
purpoſe of nouriſhing mankind in their infant 
ſtate, While he accounts for the white colour 


of 
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of the milk, from its being a ſecretion which 
takes place almoſt as ſoon as the chyle enters 
the blood, he points out alſo the influence 
which food and drink of different kinds have, 
as affecting this ſecretion. And from the in- 
fluence of intoxicating liquors on infants, if 
taken by the mother when the breaſts are 
empty, he concludes that the moſt reaſonable 
method of encountering the diſeaſes of infants, 
is from giving medicines by the mouth of the 
mother. 


In the caſe of thoſe mothers who ſuckle 


their own infants, if the child be put early to 


the breaſt, obſtruction will ſeldom be met with; 
but if the child be not put to the breaſt before 
the third day, this organ becomes full, turgid, 
and ſomewhat painful, In this caſe the infant 
is often unable to draw forth the milk, and not 
ſo much from the urgency of preſent ſymp- 
toms, as with the view of preventing abſceſſes, 
ſchirrhus, cancer, and the like; it has been a 
common practice to hire a woman for the 
purpoſe of drawing the breaſts, By this means 
our author affirms, that endeavours to prevent 
imaginary evils are productive of real diſeaſe. 
For if in this ſtate of fullneſs and hardneſs, 


the breaſt were ee againſt every een 
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injury, the ſwelling would ſubſide, even in 
a few hours, and the child might be put to it 
with ſafety and with effect. On the other 
hand, external irritation at this time, ſuch as 
that which muſt ariſe from drawing the 
breaſts, produces inflammation and all its con. 
ſequences, fever, abſceſs, and the like; and 
although the author does not poſitively affert, 
that. theſe accidents proceed only from this 
cauſe, yet he affirms, that, in his own practice, 
he never met with any inftance of milk-fever 
or abſceſs in the breaſt, where that organ had 
not been drawn, or had not received ſome ex- 
ternal injury. 


Having formed this concluſion reſpecting 
the cauſe of theſe ſymptoms, Mr. Cruttwell 
next procceds to lay down thoſe directions, by 
which ſuch accidents may beſt be prevented, 
Firſt, he confiders the meaſures which are to 
be followed when the child is to be ſuckled 
by the mother; and afterwards, when it is 
not to be ſuckled. In the firſt caſe, he adviſes 
that the child ſhould be put to the breaſt in 
about twelve hours after delivery; and that, 
previous to this, no food ſhould be given it. 
If from neglecting this, the breaſts become 
turgid, and affected with a throbbing pain tend- 


ing 
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ing to inflammations, he ſtill adviſes that 
they ſhould not be meddled with. And he 
aſſures us, that if the affection be not ſup- 
ported by the heat of the room, by cordial 
medicines, hot liquors, or fimilar cauſes, the 
throbbing and fullneſs will ceaſe in fix, eight, 
or at fartheſt in twelve hours. When external 
injuries have been ſuch, that a cure cannot thus 
be effected, our author adviſes, the applica- 
tion of the ſaponaceous cerate, from which he 
tells us that the obſtruction will be reſolved 
and the milk re-abſorbed. When this fails 
of effect, and a ſuppuration enſues, he adviſes, 
that the matter ſhould be diſcharged merely 
by a flight puncture, which he affirms, will 
in all caſes be perfectly ſuſficient. And after 
an opening is thus made, he thinks, that the 
ſaponaceous cerate is much preferable to thoſe 
poultices which are in general recommended. 


The directions which he gives in caſes. 
where a child is not to be fuckled, or where, 
from any ſupervening diſeaſe, it becomes ne- 
ceſſary that a child ſhould be removed from 
the breaſt, are nearly the ſame with thoſe 
which have been mentioned above. . He con- 


demus the uſe of all ſpirituous applications or 


plaſters, applied with the view of repelling. And 
Vox. VI. No. 23. S on 
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on the other hand, when milk is accumulated 
in the breaſts, ſo as to produce a throbbing 
pain, he conſiders the practice of drawing 
them to be both unneceſſary and improper, 
He affirms, that when they are left to nature, 
they will never be attended with any bad con- 
ſequences, This practice he recommends as 
the reſult .of long and attentive experience, 


unbiafſed by prejudice, and ſupported by ſuc. 
cels, 


HE. 


De Uſu Veficantium in Febribus acutis, ac ſpeciatirs 
in ſananda pleuritide, accuratius determinands 
Commentatio. Auttore Balth. Lud. Tralles, 


Seren. Duc. Saxo-Gothani. Confil, et Archiat, 
800. Wratiſlavie. 
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HE chief intention of the treatiſe before 

us, is to point out the impropriety of 2 
frequent uſe of bliſters, in diſorders of the 
febrile kind ; a practice, our author. remarks, 
which of late has been too indiſcriminately em- 
ployed. 
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Various inſtances might be enumerated of 
the truth of this aſſertion, but in none does it 


appear more remarkable than in cafes of apo- 
1 plexy. 
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plexy. In ſome ſpecies of the diſorder, bliſ- 
ters may probably be had recourſe to with ad- 

vantage, but nothing, we are -told, can be 
more detrimental, than the practice, which, 
even in the inflammatory apoplexy, ſo univer- 
ſally prevails, of applying bliſters to the head, 
neck, &c. In every ſuch inſtance, our au- 
thor affirms that by the ſtimulus they produce, 
they muſt certainly tend to aggravate the diſ- 
order. 


After giving an hiſtorical account of the 
introduction of cantharides as an article in 
medicine; and having ſhewn, that as yet their 
properties and the manner of applying them are 


by no means ſufficiently aſcertained, our author 


then proceeds to enquire into the propriety of 
the uſe of bliſters in fevers, 


As fever conſiſts in an increaſed degree of 
heat, with an unnatural quickneſs of circulation; 
and as the application of bliſters are univer- 
ſally allowed to be attended with an augmen— 


tation of both, our author is of opinion that 


they can never in ſuch inſtances: be with pro- 
priety uſed, as they muſt always tend,to ag- 
gravate the very ſymptoms they were intend- 
ed to remove, 
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The opinions of Freind, Cloffius, and others, 
who have recommended bliſters in febrile dif. 
orders, are particularly enquired into, and at- 
tempted to be overturned ; but the writings 
of Sir John Pringle upon this ſubject, are 
moſt ſeverely animadverted on, as tending to 
eſtabliſh the application of bliſters as a gene- 
ral practice in topical inflammations, eſpecially 
in pleuriſies. This is a mode of treatment, 
which, our author is convinced, muſt in general 
be productive of the worſt effects. As in caſts 
of pleuriſy, a general rigidity of fibres and 
hardneſs of pulſe almoſt always occur; inftead 
of bliſters, which ſeem entirely repugnant to 
the removal of cither of theſe circumſtances, 
warm emollient applications externally are re- 
commended, together with the internal uſe of 
bland, demulcent, cooling medicines. Blood- 
letting however 1s the principal remedy we 
are directed to depend upon ; by a proper uſe 
of which our author, in the courſe of an ex- 
tenſive practice of forty years, in a large 


city, has ſeldom or never loſt a patient in 


pleuriſy, when the diſeaſe had not been pre- 
viouſlg. improperly treated, or when the diſ- 
order-was not too far advanced before he hap- 
pened to be called in. 


by 
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But although our author by no means ap- 
proves of the uſe of bliſters in real inflamma- 
tory affections, yet he does not attempt to 


deny their utility in various occurrences in 
other diſorders ; and the following are enu- 


merated by him as circumſtances which, in 
general, point out the propriety of their ap- 
plication. 

1. Bliſters, he obſerves, ſeem to be evi- 
dently indicated in ſuch diforders as ariſe 
from languor and imbecility, and where of 
conſequence a ſtimulus appears to be wanting. 
Where the vis vitæ appears to be in too debi- 
litated a ſtate for effecting a removal of the 


diſeaſe ; and where a quickened circulation 
ſeems to be needed, 


2, They appear particularly proper in all 
ſuch affections as are attended with abun- 


dance of ſerous pituitous humours ; and in 
cold, phlegmatic temperaments. Our au- 
thor, likewiſe, agrees with Baglivi, in recom- 
mending bliſters in thoſe diſorders of corpu- 
lent people, ſuppoſed to be attended with 
what he terms, a viſcid diatheſis of the blood; 
from his belief that even the external appli- 


cation of cantharides may produce a diſſolved 
attenuated ſtate of the juices. 


£& 3. Bliſ- 
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3. Bliſters are with more propiety had 
recourſe to in diſorders of cold, moiſt, north- 
ern regions, than in warmer climates ; and of 
courſe they may be uſed with more freedom, 
we are told, in winter than in ſummer, 


4+ Applications of this nature are parti. 
cularly proper, when 1t 1s intended to relieve 
the part diſeaſed, by producing an irritation 
and diſcharge of matter, in a ſound, and di- 
ſtant part. 


5. Our author agrees with Dr, de Haen in 
recommending the topical application of bliſ. 
ters to parts immediately pained ; provided 
all the uſual remedies have been previouſly 
had recourſe to without effect. 


6. Bliſters are recommended in ſuch caſes 
of convulfive, and paralytic diſorders, as ap- 
pear to proceed from morbid ſtates of the 
fluids; but ought always to be avoided, we 
are told, in affections of that nature where 
irritability alone is ſuſpected as the cauſe. 


Theſe, our author remarks, are the only 
circumſtances which can ever indicate the 
propriety of having recourſe to bliſters ; a ſpe- 
cies of remedy, he concludes, never in any 
reſpect neceſſary in the cure of fever, 


IV. 
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4 


A Treatiſe on the malignant Angina, or putrid and 


ulcerous Sore Throat. To which are added, ſome 


Remarks on the Angina Trachealis. By J. John- 
ſtone, M. D. 890. Worceſter. 


HE principal part of this diſſertation 


was publiſhed five years ago, as a theſis, 
at Edinburgh. But the author, having ſince 


that time had an opportunity of making ſeve- 


ral valuable additions to it, has now thought 


proper to preſent it to the public in its preſent 
form. 


Dr. Johnſtone adopts the definition of this 


diſorder as given by Dr. Cullen, under the ſe— 
cond ſpecies of cynanche, viz. © a red painful 
ſwelling of the tonſils, and mucous mem- 
brane of the fauces, attended with ulcers, 
which are covered with white, or aſh-coloured 
ſloughs, with a putrid exanthematous fever, 
and with difficulty of breathing ang ſwallow- 
ing. 


From many paſſages in the writings of Hip- 
pocrates, Celſus, and other ancients, Dr. 


Johnſtone endeavours to prove, that they were 
14 Well 
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well acquainted with this diſeaſe. How far 
he is right in this conjecture, our readers will 
beſt determine, from comparing their writings 
with the very full and accurate enumeration of 
ſymptoms, which they will find in this treatiſe. 


After giving a very diſtinct hiſtory of the 
diſeaſe, the author next proceeds to the 
diagnoſis, or means of diſtinction between 
this and ſome other ſpecies of angina. The 
inflammatory angina, is, we are told, of every 
other diſeaſe the moſt liable to be confounded 
with the putrid fore throat, 


Children, women, the relaxed, weak, and 
ſickly, are moſt liable to the malignant angi- 
na; adults, men, the healthy, and robuſt, are 
moſt ſubject to the inflammatory. 


The malignant ſpecies is moſt common in 
autumn, and is highly contagious. The in- 
flammatory uſually appears in the ſpring, and 
is never contagious. Both of them begin 
with ſhivering; but the malignant is more 
commonly attended with ſickneſs, vomiting, 
purging, and acute pain of the head, than the 
inflammatory. In the former the pulſe is 
quick, weak, unequal, and fluttering; ſome- 
times heavy and undoſe. In the latter it is 


fre- 
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frequent, ſtrong, full, and hard. The malig- 


nant is attended with but little pain ; the in- 


flammatory with very acute pain. The ma- 
lignant ſort is always attended with proſtration 
of ſtrength, dejection of ſpirits, perpetual an- 
xicty, ſigh ing, and great oppreſſion at the præ- 
cordia, with dull, heavy, watery eyes. But 
whenever ſloughs appear, eſpecially if they are 
accompanied with a purple or eryfipelatous 
cruption upon the ſkin, there can then be 
no doubt concerning the true nature of the 
diſeaſe, and all ſuſpicion of inflammatory an- 
gina muſt vaniſh, 


There is but one other ſpecies of angina, 
we are told, from which this diſeaſe requires 
any diſtinction, and that is, the croup, angina 
infantium, or ſuffocatio ſtridula. A ſmall de- 
gree of attention to the ſeveral diviſions of that 
diſtemper, as made by the beſt writers, will ſhew 
that in reſpe& to many of the caſes there can 
be no diſtinction, becauſe in reality there is 
no difference. 


The ſpaſmodic and inflammatory ſpecies of 
croup, are diſtinguiſhed from this diſeaſe in 
the ſame manner as inflammatory angina ; but 
with reſpect to the putrid ſpecies of croup, as 
it is attended with the very ſymptoms of ma- 
| lignant 
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lignant angina ; as diſſections after death prove 
the trachea to be in it affected in the ſame 
manner as in the malignant angina ; as the 
writings of Huxham, and the experience of 
other phyſicians aſſure us, that the ſtridulous 
voice is a common attendant on malignant an- 
gina; and, as all authors agree, that the pu. 
trid ſuffocatio ſtridula is increaſed by the ſame 
circumſtances, and cured by the ſame reme- 
dies, there cannot be ſtronger reaſons, our ay- 
thor remarks, for arranging it among the ya- 
rieties of malignant angina, and hence he pro. 
poſes the following divifion of malignant 
angina; viz. into angina maligna tonſillaris, 
and angina maligna trachealis, 


The firſt of theſe comprehends all caſes 
where ulcerations are ſpread over every part 
of the mouth and throat, when the larynx 1s 
not affected, which are marked by the ordi- 
vary ſymptoms, and diſcovered by inſpecting 
the mouth and throat. 


The ſecond takes in all caſes where ulcers 
are formed in the larynx and bronchia, which 
are diſcoverable by ſharpneſs and ſhrillneſs of 
the voice, increaſed difficulty of reſpiration, 
frequent cough, and expectoration of putrid 
| mucus; 
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mucus, at the ſame time that the fauces are 
covered over with white ſloughs, 


This, we are told, is a diſtinction of ſome 
importance, and deſerves attention, from its giv- 
ing much aſſiſtance in forming a prognoſis of 
the event; as when ulcers have found their 
way into the trachea, a cure, our author ob- 
ferves, is very ſeldom to be expected. 


After enumerating the various prediſpoſing, 
occaſional, and exciting cauſes of this diſor- 
der, Doctor Johnſtone concludes, that, the 
proximate cauſe conſiſts in a putrid acrimony 
conveyed into the ſyſtem, and from which, he 
thinks, all the ſymptoms are eaſily explained, 
25 ariſing from a debility of the nervous ſyſtem, 
and a diſſolved ſtate of the circulating fluids, 


In the method of cure, our author obſerves 
one general indication to be kept in view, is, 
to correct the putreſcent tendency throughout 
the ſyſtem in general, and to ſtop the pro- 
ercis of putrefaction in particular parts. 

The different remedies recommended by au- 
chors, are here particularly enumerated, and 


io each, Doctor Johnſtone ſubjoins his own 
opinion. 
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Bleeding, our author obſerves, has been fe. 
commended in this diſeaſe by ſome writers ; 
but he coincides entirely with Dr. Fothergill, 
in condemning the practice; as inſtead of mi- 
tigating any of the ſymptoms, it uniformly 
tends to render them worſe. 
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Purging, like every other evacuations, which 
diminiſh much the patient's ſtrength, always, 
we are told, does harm, and ought to be 
{ſtrictly guarded againſt. To obviate coſtive- 
neſs, ripe fruits and occaſional glyſters of the 


antiſeptic kind, are recommended in prefer. 
_ ence to purgatives. 
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When nauſea 1s very urgent in the begin. 
ning of the diſeaſe, a gentle emetic is then 
recommended both for emptying the ſtomach, 
and for exciting a diaphoreſis. 


Bliſters, notwithſtanding the ſeptic nature 
of cantharides, we are told, have been found 
uſeful in this complaint, by raiſing the pulſe, 
and ſupporting the vis vita, They are often 
applied with advantage to the throat itſelf. 


Whenever nitre has been much employed 
in the lever attending the malignant angina, 
it has manifeſtly increaſed the heat and all 


the 
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the putrid ſymptoms. This might natu- 
rally be expected, our author remarks, in a 
fever attended with great depreſſion of the ner- 
vous and circulating powers, from a remedy 
which diminiſhes, inſtead of adding to the 
ſtrength of thoſe powers. 


A dependence upon ſpiritus Mindereri has 
alſo, we are told, had bad conſequences, 
when the tenuity of the blood was in any 
degree conſiderable. 


Fixed air, as a corrector of putreſcency, is re- 
commended upon the authority of different 
practitioners. 


ſome American phyſicians, in this diſorder, 
yet, our author, thinks the practice exceed- 
ingly hazardous, from the known evacuating 
powers of mercury: every evacuation in the 
malignant ſore throat, when carried to any ex- 
tent, always, he obſerves, proves prejudicial. 


The vegetable, mineral, and dulcified acids are 
all recommended in this diſorder; particularly 
from their antiſeptie powers. But they cannot, 
we are told, be given with freedom to infants 
at the breaſt, becauſe they coagulate the 
| milk, 


Although mercury has been propoſed by 
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milk, and ſo tend to produce diſorders of the 
bowels. 


Pulvis contrayerve compoſitus, in ſome cir. 
cumſtances of diarrhoea, we are told, may po. 
fibly be uſed with propriety ; but, in other 
reſpects, it is a remedy without any other 


recommendation than that of cuſtom and 
faſhion. 


Confectio cardiaca, together with wine and 
other cordials, is recommended, as tending to 
make the pulſe fuller and ſtronger, and for 
removing anxiety and leſſening ſickneſs. Wine 
however, is ſaid, to be more effectual than 
any of the others. 


| Myrrh and camphor, are both recommended 
as powerful antiſeptics; the former, we are told, 
although commonly preſcribed only in gar- 
gles, yet may be uſed with much propriety 
internally, 
The efficacy of Peruvian bark, in this dil- 
caſe, has, we are told, ſurpalled the healing 


powers, experienced from it in every other 
inſtance. Thoſe who have tried it moſt in 


this complaint, beſt knowing how abſolutely 
it ſubdues the diſeaſe, which is more certainly 
cured by the carly application of this remedy, 

than 
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than any diſeaſe, of equal conſequence, by any 
means whatever, It here evidently acts as an an- 
tiſeptic and tonic; it corrects putreſcency when 
it is begun, and it reſiſts the proceſs of putre- 
faction, by repairing the forces of nature, and 
by giving that vigour to the nervous ſyſtem 


which enables it to oppoſe and overcome the 
diſeaſe, | 


As it has been found inconvenient to admi- 
niſter the bark in intermittent and remittent 
fevers, at any time but during the intervals 
of paroxyſms ; ſo it has been queſtioned by 
ſome, whether we ought not to wait for a re- 
miſſion in the fever attending the malignant 
fore throat before we give the bark; but our 
author is clearly of opinion, that this cauti- 
ous mode of proceeding is by no means neceſ- 
fary, no inconvenience having ever, he ſays, 
been obſerved to accompany or follow the uſe 


of Peruvian bark, at the very height of the 


fever attending this ſore throat ; nay, we ought, 
he thinks, to give it more frequently and in 
larger quantities, in proportion to the height 
of the fever. 


As proper additions to Peruvian bark he re- 
commends, decoctions or extracts of caſca- 
rilla 
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rilla bark, and of lignum Campechenſe, eſpe. 


cially when there appears any propenſity to 
diarrhoea, 


By a proper combination and application of 
theſe various remedies, in the method here 
particularly pointed out by our author, prac- 
titioners will ſeldom fail, we are told, to re- 
move the diſorder, excepting in thoſe in- 
ſtances where the trachea 1s affected ; which 
not only require ſome variety in the mode of 
treatment, but are in reality much more dan- 


gerous than where the mouth and tonſils are 
only affected. | 


Doctor Johnſtone now proceeds to the more 
particular confideration of the angina maligna 
trachealis ; after enumerating the opinions of 
all the moſt eminent authors on this difor- 
der, and having given a diagnoſis, between 
the ſpaſmodic, inflammatory, and malignant 
ſpecies of it, he then proceeds to the ſpecific 
treatment or method of cure peculiar to the 


latter. 


Whenever the larynx and trachea become 
the ſeat of malignant angina, the whole me- 
thod of cure directed for its more uſual form, 


muſt then, we are told, be applied with unre- 


mit- 
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unremitting aſſiquity, though we are forbid to 
indulge the ſame pleaſing hopes of ſucceſs 
from the application of it. 

The air, of the patient's chamber-ſhould be 
well impregnated with the ſteams of vinegar, 
myrrh; and honey, which ought to be inceſ- 
ſantly rifing at his bed-fide and he ſhould be 
directed to hold his mouth directly over the 
veſſel, or elſe the ſteams muſt be conveyed im- 
mediately into the mouth by means of a funnel. 
Inſtead of common vinegar, acetum ſciliti- 
cum has ſometimes been directed to be uſed 


for teaming, and apparently with eflect 1 in pro- 
moting expectoration. 


Expectoration is alſo to be, promoted by all 
other probable means. To yorit the pati- 
ent now and then with oxymel of ſquills, an- 
frers this purpoſe; and forwards, we are told, 
the ſeparation of the floughs ;- and ſmaller 
dazes of oxymel of ſquills with gum ammo- 
niac or aſſafœtida may afterwards be uſed to 
keep up the ſame excretion, 


Aſſafœtida is here much recommended; and 
after a little uſe, even children come to take 


Whilſt the patient is taking the Peruvian bark, 
Vol. VI. No. 23. * | the 


it, we are told, eaſier than gum ammoniac. 
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the principal remedy to be depended on, a large 
ſpoonful or two of a ſtrong ſolution of allifce. 
tida is directed to be given between doſe, 
When the caſe is alarming, or the patient ob- 
{tinately refuſes to take it by the mouth, it 
may then be given in a a gly ſter you: with the 
bark. 


In ſuch caſes, particularly with infants, when 
medicines are rejected, whilft the danger is 
extreme, antiſeptic baths are directed; to be 
prepared by boiling Peruvian bark, chamomile 
flowers, or myrrh, in a ſufficient quantity of 
water, acidulated with a ſmall proportion of 
Vinegar. 


Bliſters to the throat, back, or neck, are alſo 
recommended ; and likewiſe poultices, com- 
poſed of garlic, to the feet; which not only 
act as antiſeptics, but tend to raiſe the pulſe, 
and to render the breathing eaſy and regular, 


If, notwithſtanding all theſe attempts, the 
difficulty of breathing ſhould increaſe, where 
the throat is clear from ſloughs, if the pulſe 
be good, and the ſymptoms of debility not te- 
markable, as circumſtances are ſometimes apt 
to deceive us, inflammation may then be ſuſ- 
pected, and blceding . very properly be 


tried; 
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tried ; for in this, as in every other dangerous 
diſeaſe, our author concludes, © ſatius eſt 
« anceps remedium experiri quam nullum.” 


V. 


Zn Account of the Scarlet Fever and Sore-Throat, 
or Scarlatina Anginoſa ; particularly as it appear- 
ed at Birmingham, in the year 1778. By Wil- 
liam Withering, M. D. 8vo. London. 


NE diſeaſe here deſcribed made its appear- 
1 ance, we are told, at Birmingham and the 
neighbouring villages, about the middle of 
May, 1778. It continued in all its force and 
irequency to the end of October, varying, 
however, in ſome of its ſymptoms as the air 
rrew colder. In the beginning of November 
it was rarely met with; but towards the middle 
of that month, when the air became warmer, 
it increaſed again, and in ſome meaſure re- 
ſumed thoſe appearances it poſſeſſed in the 
ſummer months, but which it had loſt during 
the cold winds in October. _ 

It affected children more than adults; but 
ſeldom occured in the former under two years 
of age; or in the latter, when once they had 
paſſed their fiftieth year. 6p 
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The very minute hiſtory of the diſeaſe az 
here exhibited by our author, we cannot pre- 
tend to detail; the more charaCteriſtic ſymp- 
toms, however, ſhall be enumerated : we ſhall 
then give ſome account of his obſervations 
on the diagnoſis, and conclude with the me- 


thod of cure. 


With various general ſymptoms of fever, 
the patient at firſt complains of a dejection 
of ſpirits, a ſlight ſoreneſs, or rather ſtiffnc(; 
in the neck, with a ſenſe of ſtraitneſs in the 
muſcles of the neck and ſhoulders, as if they 
were bound with cords, | 


The ſecond day of the fever this ſoreneſs in 
the throat increaſes, and the patients figd a 
difficulty in ſwallowing, but the difficulty 
ſeems leſs occaſioned by the pain excited in 
the attempt, or by the ſtraitneſs of the pa!- 


ſage, than by an inability to throw the necel- 
ſary muſcles in action. The ſkin feels hot 
and dry, but not hard; and the patients ex- 


perience frequent, ſmall, pungent pains, as i 
touched with the point of a needle, The 
breath is hot and burning to the lips, and 
thirſt makes them wiſh to drink, but the ten- 
dency to ſickneſs and the exertions neceſlary 


in deglutition are ſo unpleaſant, that they ſel- 
dom 
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dom care to drink much at a time. They 
have much uneaſineſs alſo from want of reſt 
during the night. 

In the morning of the third day, the face, 
neck, and breaſt appear redder than uſual; in 
a few Hours this redneſs becomes univerſal, 
and increaſes to ſuch a degree of intenſity, 
that the face, body, and limbs reſemble a 
boiled lobſter in colour, and are evidently 
wollen. Upon preſſure the redneſs vaniſhes, 


but ſoon returns again. The ſkin is ſmooth 


to the touch, nor 1s there the leaſt appearance 
of pimples or puſtules. The eyes and noſtrils 
partake more or leſs of the general redneſs ; 
and in proportion to the intenſity of this co- 
lour in the ey 0, the tendency to delirium pre- 
vails 


Things continue in nearly this ſtate for two 
or three days longer, when the intenſe ſcarlet 
adually abates, a brown colour ſucceeds, 
al the ſkin becoming rough, peels off in 
mall ſcales. The tumefaction ſubſides at the 


oy 
8 
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ſang time, and the patients gradually recover 


their ſtrength and appetite, 


During the whole courſe of the diſeaſe, the 
valſe is quick, ſmall, and uncommonly fee- 
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ble; the urine ſmall in quantity; the ſub. 
maxillary glands ſomewhat enlarged and pain. 
ful to the touch. The velum pendulum pa- 
lati, the uvula, the tonfils, and gullet, as far 
as the eye can reach, partake of the general 
redneſs and tumefaction; but although col- 
lections of thick mucus, greatly reſembling the 
ſpecks, or ſloughs, in the putrid ſore throat, 
ſometimes occur, yet theſe are eafily waſhed 
off, and real ulcerations of theſe parts were 
never obſerved. | 


Theſe are the moſt uſual appearances of this 
diſorder; but it too frequently, we are told, 
aſſumes a much more fatal form. In ſome 
children the delirium | commences in a few 
hours after the firſt attack; the ſkin is in- 
tenſely hot; the ſcarlet colour appears on the 
firſt or ſecond day, and they die very early on 
the third. Others again, who ſurvive this rapid 
termination, inſtead of recovering as is uſual, 
about the time the ſkin begins to get its natural 
colour, fall into a kind of lingering, and die 
at laſt in the courſe of fix or eight weeks. 


In adults, circular livid ſpots, we are told, 
were trequently obſerved about the breaſt, 
knees, and elbows; alſo large blotches of red, 


and others of white intermized, and often 
changing places. 


\ 


In the month of October when the air be- 


came colder, the ſcarlet colour of the ſkin . 


was both leſs frequent, and leſs permanent. 
Many patients had no appearance of it at all, 
«hilt others, eſpecially ade had a few mi- 
nute, red pimples, crowned with white pel- 
jucid heads, The inſide of the throat was 
confiderably tumefied, its colour a dull red, 
ſometimes tending to a livid. The pulſe beat 
in general 130 or 140 ſtrokes in a minute; 
was ſmall, but hard, and ſometimes ſufficiently 
ſo to juſtify the opening of a vein ; and the 
blood thus taken away, in every inſtance when 
cool, a ppeared fizy, and the whole craſſamen- 


tum firm. : 


Happy would it be, our author obſerves, if 


the baneful influence of this diſorder terminat- 
ed with the febrile ſymptoms. Bur in ten or 
fifteen days from the ceſſation of the fever, 
and when a complete recovery might be ex- 
pected, another train of ſymptoms occur, 
which at laſt frequently terminate fatally. The 
patients, after a few days amendment, feel a 
ſomething that prevents their farther approach 
o health; an unaccountable languor and de- 
bility prevails, a ſtiffneſs in the limbs; an 


zccelerated pulſe, diſturbed ſleep, diſreliſh to 
94 9 
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food, and a ſcarcity of urine. Theſe ſymp. 
toms, we are told, are ſoon ſucceeded by 
ſwellings of a real dropfical nature, forming 
ſometimes an anaſarca, and on ather occafi. 
ons an aſcites, 


Dr. Withering, after examining the ac. 
counts given of this diſegſe by different au. 
thors, proceeds to the diagnoſis, It may be 
diſtinguiſhed, he obſerves, from the petechial 
fever, by the eruption in the latter appearing 
ſeldom before the fourth day, by the regula- 
rity and diſtinctneſs of the ſpots, and by its 
principally occupying the neck, the back, and 
the loins, On the other hand in the ſcarlet fever, 
the eruption generally appears about the third 
day; confiſts either of broad blotches, or elſe 
one continued redneſs, which ſpreads over the 
face and the whole body, 


In the fever called » pura, the puſtules are 
prominent, keep their colour under preſſure, 
and never appear early in the diſeaſe z where- 
as in the ſcarlet fever, the eruption appears more 
early, is not prominent, but perfectly ſmooth 


to the touch, and becomes quite white under 
preſſure. 


Although the purple fever and ſcarlating 
may be connected by ſome general cauſe, yet 
| our 
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our author takes occaſion to obſerve, that they 
cannot be mere modifications of the ſame 
eruption ; for examples occurs, he fays, of the 
ſame perſon being firſt ſeized with one of theſe 
diſorders, and afterwards with the other ; but 
he never met with an -inſtance of the ſame 
_ perſon having the ſcarlet fever twice; and he 


believes it to be as great an improbability as a 
repetition of the ſmall-pox, 


This diſorder is particularly diſtinguiſhed 
from the meaſles, we are told, by the want of 
that cough, watery eye, and running at the 
noſe, which are known to be the predominant 
ſymptoms in the early ſtate of the meaſles, 
but are never known to exilt in the ſcarlatina, 

From the eryſipelas this diſeaſe is diſtinguiſh- 
able, by the limited ſeat of the former, toge- 
ther with its not being contagious. 


The ulcerated ſore throat, however, is more 
difficult to diſtinguiſh from this diſeaſe than 
any other; and yet the diſtinction is a matter 
of the greateſt importance, as the method of 
treatment, we are told, ought to be extremely 
different. But although in a number of cir- 
cumſtances, theſe two diſeaſes bear a very great 
reſemblance, yet, with a little attention, the 
one may in general be diſtinguiſhed from the 

other, 
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other. From Dr. Fothergill's account of the 
Sore Throat attended wwith Ulcers, our author has 


made out the tollowing 


characteriſtical circum. 


ſtances of the two diſcaſes, contraſted to one 


another, 


Scarlatina Anginaly, 


Seaſon. , Summer .. Au- 

tumn. 

Air. , Hot . , Dry. 

Places. High.. Dry... 
Gravelly. | 

Subjects. Vigorous. Both 
ſexes alike, , Robuſt in 
molt danger | 


| 


Skin. Full ſcarlet vn qi 


ſmooth . . If pimply, 


the pimples white at 


the top . , Always dry 
and hot. 

Eyes. Shining, equable, 
intenſe OI and | 
watery, | 

Throat, In ſummer, ton- 
fils, Kc. little tume- 
fied ; no flough , . In 
zutumn, more ſwelled, 
Integuments ſeparat=- 


— 


Angina Gangrenofa, 


| Seaſen, , Spring. . Win- 
ter. 

Air. Warm. . Moiſt. 
Places. Cloſe. , Low ,, 
Damp. . Marſhy, 
Subjects. Delicate .. Wo- 

men and female Chil- 
dren. Robuſt adults 
not in danger. 
Skin. Red tinge . . pim- 
ply. . The pimples red- 
der than the Interſtices 
. bedewed with ſweat 
towards morning. 
Eyes, Inflamed and wa- 
tery, or ſunk and dead. 


N 


Throat. Tonſils, &c. con- 


ſiderably ſwelled and 
ulcerated Sloughs 
| dark brown. 
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Sloughs white. 


Breath, 
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Breath. Very hot, but r not Brews. Offenſive to the 
F patients and aſſiſtants. 
Voice. In ſummer, natural Voice. Flat and Rattling. 
Botbels. Regular at the ac-| Bowels.'. Tais at the 
ceſſion. acceſſion. 
Blood. Buffy. a Blood. Florid, , Tender, 
T,rmination. The 3d, 5th, Termination. No Rated 
$th, or 11th day, period, | 
Nature, Inflammatory, Nature. Putrid. 
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It is not pretended, our author remarks, that 
all the above contraſted ſymptoms will be met 
with in every caſe. It is enough, he obſerves, 
that ſome of them appear, and that if conjoined, 
with the conſideration of the prevailing conſti- 
tution, they enable us to direct that mode 
of treatment which will moſt contribute to the 


relief of the fick. 


Before proceeding to the different articles 
of cure, our author, begs the attention of 
the reader to the following principles. .:- 
they did not, derive their origin from any 
pre-conceived theory, nor from any pre-diſpo- 
ſition to particular opinions, butfrom actual 
obſervation, he therefore offers them as mat- 
ters of fact. 
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1. He affirms that the immediate cauſe of 


this diſeaſe is a poiſon of a peculiar kind, 


communicable by contagion. 


2. That this poiſon firſt takes poſſeſſion of the 
mucous membrane, lining the fauces and the 
noſe ; and either by its action upon the ſecre- 
tory glands, or upon the mucus itſelf, affimi. 
lates that mucus to its own nature, 


3. That it is from this beginning, and from 
this only, that it ſpreads to the ſtomach &c. 
and at length acts upon the ſyſtem at large, 


4. That its firſt action upon the nerves, is 
of a ſedative or debilitating nature. 


[> That in conſequence of certain laws of 
the nervous ſyſtem, when the debilitating ef- 
fects operate upon the ſenſorium commune, a 
reaction takes place; and that this reaction, is 
cæteris paribus, properugned to the debilitat- 
ing power. | 


6. That, in conſequence of this re- action of 
the nervous ſyſtem, the vibratory motion of 
the capillary blood-yeflels dependent thereon 
3s greatly increaſed; an unuſually large quan- 
tity of blood is accumulated in thoſe veſſels; 
the heart and large blood-yeſlels are deprived 


of 
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of their cuſtomary proportion ; and hence, 


though ſtimulated to more frequent contrac- 


tion, the pulſe muſt neceſſarily be feeble. 


5. That as violent exertions are followed by 
debility, upon the ceſſation of the fever, the 
capillary veſſels, which had acted with ſuch 
unuſual violence, are left in a ſtate of extreme 
debility, and are long in recovering their tone; 
hence it 1s that ſo many patients afterwards 
become dropfical. 


Our author, now proceeds to the conſidera- 
tion of the different remedies, which either 
are at preſent in common uſe, or have been 
recommended as proper in this diſeaſe, 


Blood-letting.—This remedy has been recom- 
mended by authors, but ſuch was the ſtate 


of the pulſe in this diſorder, at leaſt during 


the ſummer months, that it was not in any 
inſtance thought adviſeable to take away 
blood. In ſome caſes,” indeed, where the fiery 
redneſs of the eyes ſeemed to demand the uſe 
of leeches, they were had recourſe to, bur 


never with any advantage. In the harveſt 


months, when the pulſe was more arm, and 
when ſuffocation ſeemed to. be threatened from 
the ſwelling in the fauces, blood-letting was 
ſometimes adviſed, but ſtill with leſs advan- 
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thin one would have expected in almoſt any 
other ſituation. | 

Vomitting.—This, our author obſerves, ſeems 
to be the remedy of nature, and he is ſurprif. 
ed how it ſhould have been omitted by ſeveral 
authors, who have gone before him; Vomit- 
ing, he ſays; moſt amply fulfils the indications 
arifing both from a confideration of the cauſe 
and of the effects; and a liberal uſe of the 
remedy he holds forth as the true foundation 
for ſucceſsful practice, in ſcarlet fever and ſore 
throat, —His common form of emetic is a 
combination of tartar emetic and ipecacuanha, 
given in pretty ſmart dozes ; and theſe are to 
be repeated at leaſt once in forty-eight hours; 


and in the worſt caſes fo often as twice in 
twenty-four hours. 


bis 


Purging.— The action of purgatives | is con- 
ſidered by our author, as altogether repugnant 
to the curative indications in this diſeaſe; for 
the poiſon, as formerly remarked, being re- 
ceived into the ſyſtem by the fauces, the ope- 
ration of a purge, inſtead of diſcharging it; 
can only promote its diffuſion along the ali- 
mentary canal; and in fact, we are told, that 
when even a ſpontaneous purging ſupervenes 
in this diſeaſe, the ns fink ſo amazingly 


faſt, 
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faſt, that it is not within the reach of art to 
ſupport them. 


Sudorifics. Cordials. Alexipharmics,—None of 
theſe remedies were found beneficial. With 
reſpe& to cordials, our author obſerves, that 
although they ſeem to be indicated by the 
great loſs of ſtrength and feeble pulſe, yet the 
certain conſequence of their uſe always was, 
an increaſe of reſtleſſneſs, of the delirium, and 
of the heat. 


Diuretics—Theſe were found very beneficial. 
The vegetable fixed alkali is recommended as the 
moſt proper article of this kind : a dram or 
two may be eaſily ſwallowed every twenty-four 
hours, by giving a ſmall quantity in every 
thing the patient drinks. 


Peruvian bark. No medicine, we are told, 
ever had a fairer trial in any diſeaſe than the Pe- 
ruvian bark had in this epidemic; for the feeble 
pulſe, great proftration of ſtrength, with here 
and there a livid ſpot, were thought to be ſuch 
undeniable evidences of a putrid tendency,that 
the bark was poured down not with a ſparing hand, 
But this was only at firſt, for theſe livid ſpots, 
and the floughs in the throat being found to be 
the effects of inflammation inſtead of putrefac- 

3 tion, 
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tion, and the bark inſtead of diminiſhing, rather 
increaſing theſe ſymptoms, it was at laſt en. 
tirely laid aſide. 


Upon the ſame principles that bark was pre. 
ſcribed, fixable air was at firſt likewiſe adviſed, 
but with no evident effects, either one way or 
another, Dulcified acids were alſo had re- 
courſe to, but with no advantage. 


Opiates, although recommended by ſome au- 
thors, for the removal of inquietude and watch- 
fulneſs, yet in this epidemic, inſtead of affect- 


ing theſe purpoſes, always increaſed the diſtreſs 
of the paticnt. 


Bliſters.— In the ſummer appearance of the 
diſeaſe, bliſters were univerſally detrimental ; 
they never failed to haſten the delirium, and 
if the caſe was of the worſt kind, they too of- 
ten confirmed its fatal tendency. In the au- 
tumnal ſeaſon, when the inflammation was leſs 
generally diffuſed through the body, they were 
leſs detrimental, but did not even here produce 
any beneficial effects, 


njected gargles of contrayerva decoction, 
ſweetened with oxymel of ſquills, &c. were 
found very beneficial in bringing away large 
quantities of viſcid ropy ſtuff from the fauces. 


The 


- 
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The immetfion of the feet and legs in warm 
water, although it did no harm, yet did not 
cither procure ſleep, or abate the delirium, as 
it frequently does in other kinds of fever. 


As in ſummer it was found difficult to keep 
the patient's ſufficiently cool, they were order- 
ed to lie upon a mattreſs, inſtead of a feather- 
bed; a free circulation of air was kept up, 
and where the patient's ſtrength would admit 
of it, they were ordered frequently out of 
doors. Animal food and fermented liquors 
were denied tnem, and nothing allowed but: 
tea, coffee, chocolate, milk and water, gruel, 
barley water, and ſuch articles, 


With reſpect to the dropſical diſorder which 
ſo frequently ſucceeds to this complaint, it 
was never obſerved, our author remarks, when 
the preceding ſymptoms had been, properly 


treated. 


When called upon to patients in the drop- - 
ſical ſtate, our author commences his practice 
by a doſe of calomel at night, and a purgative 
in the morning When a febrile pulſe attend- 
ed the other ſymptoms, emetics were uſctul, 
as well the ſaline draughts and other neutral 
lalts When great debility, comatoſe, or pe- 
ripneumonic ſymptoms occurred, bliſters were 
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found very ſerviceable; but when dropfica 
ſymptoms were the principal cauſe of com- 
plaint, ſmall doſes of rhubarb and calomel 
are adviſed ; recourſe was alſo had to diluted 
ſolutions of fixed alkalies, ſquills, Seltzer wa. 
ters, and other diuretics. 


When the urine flows freely, ſteel, and other 
tonics, are recommended; together with gen- 
tle exerciſe, high- ſeaſoned foods, wine, and 
the wearing of flannel in contact with the 
ſkin. 3 

Our author concludes his eſſay with an enu— 
meration of ſeveral caſes, treated according 
to the principles laid down in the preceding 
part of this publication, The ſucceſsful ter- 
mination of theſe caſes demonſtrates the pro- 


priety of the practice which he has recom- 
mended, 


VI, Mathaci 
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VI. 


Mathaei Franciſci Alix, Medicinæ et Chirurgie 
Doftoris, Sc. Obſervata Chirurgica. Faſcicul. 
III et IV. 8voe. Francafurti, 


N a former occaſion we preſented our 
readers with various articles taken from 
preceding parts of the work before us; two 
other fafciculi have ſince been publiſhed, from 
which we ſhall extract an account of ſuch ar- 
ticles as appear to be of moſt conſequence, 


Infans ſex annorum, cujus brachium anterius figura 
mor ſus canis rabidi exhibebat, ejuſque curatio. 


Our author was called to a child, who 
about a fortnight before, had been bit-in dif- 
ferent parts of one of his arms by a dog; the 
wounds were at this time perfectly healed, 
but the marks left by the teeth of the dog 
were ſtill very evident in the cicatrices which 


remained, 


The child was now reſtleſs, .complained of 
thirſt, but on drink being brought to him 
could not ſwallow. it; his pulſe was full, his ſkin 
hot, his eyes fixed and confuſed, he could not 
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ſleep, and as the fight of other people was 
very diſagreeable to him he always endeavour. 
to keep himſelf concealed in dark obſcure 
places. | 


The child was blooded two different times, 
and bliſters being applied to the parts which 
had been bit, a ſuppuration was thereby in- 
duced and the diſcharge continued for a con- 
fiderable time. Nitre and camphor were pre- 
ſcribed, together with Plenk's mercurial ſolu- 
tion ; and in order to preſerve a lax ſtate of 
the abdomen, glyſters and gentle purgatives 
were at proper intervals adminiſtred, 


By a due continution of this courſe, a com 
plete cure was obtained ; and the bark, with 
Virginian ſnake-root, were afterwards exhibit- 


ed, by way of preventing a return of the 
ſymptoms. 
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Cæſio novaculæ, qua vir quidam, ſibi abſcindebat, 
teſliculum cum ſcroto, et membro virili, ad hujus 
iſque originem. 


—ͤ———— ũ̃́ —— — — — 


We are here preſented with the hiſtory of a 
man, who in a fit of lunacy, deprived himſelf 


by means of a razor, of both teſtes, ſcrotum, 
and penis. 
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The norte that enſued was not confi- 
derable, the man himſelf having got a ſuffici- 
ent command of it by gentle preſſure; and a 
ſurgeon having been afterwards called in, the 
parts were eafily cured, 


The chief intention our author ſeems to have 
in view by relating this caſe, is to afford an 
additional proof to the many other already in 
record, of there being no neceſſity in the ope- 
ration of caſtration, for a ligature on the ſper- 
matic veſſels, 


Paralyſis extremorum et alia ſymptomata producta 
a vermibus lumbricis in ſtomacho, weſica urinaria 


et inteſtinis hærentibus, quibus etiam afearides 


accedebant. 


A man, aged 55, complained of nauſea, vo- 
miting, want of appetite, pains in all his 
Joints, and a paralytic weakneſs in his different 
limbs. To theſe ſupervened, headach, cold- 
neſs of the extremities, difficulty in paſſing his 
water, which was alſo frequently confiderably 
tinged with blood, his pulſe was feeble, the 
{kin-dry, his face pale and of a yellowiſh hue, 
his breath fœtid; now and then he com- 
plained of pains in his bowels; he was coſ- 
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months gone with child, was ſuddenly ſeized 
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tive, and a conſiderable tenſion occurred in his 
abdomen. 


An emetic being preſcribed, with a view to 
the ſtomachic ſymptoms, a number of worms, 
of the lumbricous kind, were thrown up ; and 
as this gave reaſon to ſuſpect worms to be the 
cauſe of the diſorder, gentle laxatives, toge- 
with anthelmintics were preſcribed. By theſe 
means the ſeveral ſymptoms were ſoon remoy- 


ed, and the man returned to his ordinary way 
of life. 


In the courſe of three or four week how- 
ever, from this period, he was ſeized with a 
difficulty of making water, and found it im- 
poſſible with all his endeavours to get it ac- 
compliſhed. At laſt after a violent effort, he 
perceived a long worm coming away from the 
urethra, and having pulled it out he gota 


Another courſe of anthtlmintic medicines was 
again adviſed, together with corroborants ; and 
no farther returns of the complaints were ob- 


De urina ex umbilico profluente. 


A woman, twenty years of age, and three 


with 
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with a retention. of urine, from an inflamma- 
tory affection about the neck of the bladder. 


The patient having been improperly treated, 
did not get any urine paſſed for the ſpace of 
eight days, during which period ſhe ſuffered 
the moſt ſevere pains. About this time a ſwel- 
ling occured at the umbilicus, which break- 
ing the following day, a conſiderable quantity 
of urine was by ſlow degrees diſcharged. 


Our author being now called in, endea- 
voured firſt to empty the bladder by means of 
a catheter ; this being done, and a large quan- 
tity of urine, mixed with pus, being diſcharged, 
the patient was put upon a courſe of bark and 

other corroborants ; and injections, of decoc- 
tions of bark, mixed with mel roſarum, were 
thrown into the bladder, with a view to de- 


terge and heal ſuch ulcers as might remain 
after the collections of matter. 


| By a continuation of this courſe, and care 


being at the ſame time taken, by means of a 


frequent uſe of the catheter, to -prevent the 
urine from collecting in any conſiderable quan- 
tity, a complete cure was at laſt obtained, by 


the fore at the umbilicus healing up, at the 


ſame time that the urine came to be properly 
giſcharged from the uretha, ; 


x; 
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VII. 


Medical Caſes ſelected from the Records of the pub- 
lic Difpenſary at Edinburgh, with Remarks and 
Obſervations. Being the Subſtance of Caſe Ler- 
tures delivered during the Years 1796-7. By 
Andrew Duncan, M. D. Felloto of the Royal 
College of Phyſicians, &c. $90. Edinburgh, 
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IN the greater part of ſelections of medical 
caſes, the object of the compilers ſeems to 
have been, to exhibit faithful hiſtories of af- 
fections diſtinguiſhed by their ſingularity. But 
in the volume before us, moſt of the caſes 
which are recorded have no title to ſuch a cha- 
rater. Here it has been the principal aim 
of the author, to eſtabliſh ſome general doc- 
trines which are in a great meaſure peculiar to 
himſelf; and to point out the advantages 
which may be derived from practices not com- 
monly employed. When theſe are the objects 
which he had in view, his work will not be 
the leſs uſeful that he has choſen as the foun- 
dation of his obſervations, the caſes of patients 
ſubjected to diſeaſes which are by no means 
uncommon occurrences. But how far the ob- 


ſervations 
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ſervations which he has offered are ſufficient, 
either for eſtabliſhing the propriety of the 
practice which he adopted, or for demon- 
ſtrating the truth of the doctrine which he 
ſupports, we will not take upon us to deter- 
mine. 


It is probable, that every candid and judi- 
cious reader will by no means form the ſame 
ſentiments with regard to all the caſes which 
are here treated, And there are ſome of our 
author's doctrines, which differ ſo widely from 
the almoſt univerſally received opinions of 
medical writers, that they will not probably 
be readily or precipitately adopted, If, how- 
ever, he has been able to render them in any 
degree probable, by deducing arguments from 
his own reading and obſervation, theſe may, 
perhaps, have the effect of turning the atten- 
tion of other practitioners to future facts, by 
which alone they will either be moſt certainly 
eſtabliſhed, or moſt effectually refuted, f 


A proper analyſis of every ſubject which is 
treated of in a miſcellaneous volume, would 
much exceed the neceſſary limits in a publica- 
tion of this nature. We can now, therefore, 
propoſe to preſent our readers with a particular 
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account of a few only of the articles which 
are contained in this publication, 

The ſubje& of the firſt article 1s a caſe of 
epilepſy. In the remarks which are given on 
the hiſtory of this caſe, the author endeavours 
to point out thoſe particulars by which, he 
thinks, that epileptic affections may be moſt 
certainly diſtinguiſhed from thoſe diſeaſes 
which moſt nearly reſemble them, and which 
prove the preſent caſe to be an inſtance of ge. 
nuine epilepſy. With this view, the circum- 
ſtances, on which he puts the chief depend- 
ance, are the age and ſex of the patient, the 
nature and appearance of the convulſive agi- 
tations, the foaming of the mouth, but above 
all, the total abolition of the external and in- 
ternal ſenſes which occur during the paroxyſms. 
While the former particulars give a ſtrong pre- 


ſumption of epilepſy, he confiders theſe laſt 
circumſtances, as affording a more certain 
ground for diſtinguiſhing this affection from 
hyſteria, than the diſorder of the alimentary 
canal, and the ſenſe of a hall rifing to the 
throat which have been confidered as patho- 
gnomonic ſymptoms of the latter diſcaſc. 


Hay- 
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Having on theſe grounds pronounced the 


diſeaſe of this patient to be epilepſy, he next 
proceeds to conſider how far the cauſe from 
which it has originated, in the preſent inſtance, 
can be aſcertained. And here the circum- 
ſtances of this patient, who had lived con- 
ſtantly in the houſe with his mother, a woman 
long ſubjected to affections of a ſimilar na- 
ture, and who had always ſlept in the ſame 
bed with her, naturally lead our author to 
make ſome remarks on the opinions which 
have been held concerning the hereditary and 
infectious nature of this diſeaſe. Although he 
readily allows that epilepſy 1s an hereditary af- 
affection yet he concludes that this patient's diſ- 
eaſe did not depend upon that cauſe, from the 


diſeaſe being induced in the mother by an ac- 


cident only which happened long poſterior to 
the birth of this ſon. The ſuppoſition that 
epilepſy can be communicated from conta- 
gion by contact is, in our author's opinion, ſup- 
ported by no facts, and repugnant to every 
well-founded idea reſpecting the nature of the 
diſeaſe. But he contends that in this, as well 
as in ſome affections nearly fimilar, the influ- 
ence of the impreſſion made by being frequently 
a witneſs of fits, is a caſe which in certain habits 
will be ſufficient to induce epilepſy, To this 
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cauſe he refers the preſent inſtance; and he 
adds, that many other caſes have occured to 
him, where epilepſy could manifeſtly be traced 
to ſuch an origin. 


That many inſtances of epilepſy are totally 
incurable by any treatment with which medi- 
cal practitioners are yet acquainted, is not to 
be denied. While, however, our author con. 
ſiders it to be a diſeaſe which, on ſome occa- 
fions at leaſt, does admit of a cure, he is in- 
clined to think that ſuch inſtances as the pre- 

ſent afford a better chance of ſucceſsful treat- 
ment than moſt others. N otwithſtanding there- 
fore the obſtinacy of this affection, even in its 
moſt ſlight form, he ventured to deliver it as 
his opinion, that in this inftance, the epilepſy 
might at leaſt be alleviated, if not completely 
removed, 


The cure of epilepſy, according to our 
author, is chiefly to be expected on one of 
two principles; either by the removal of ſuch 
cauſes as ſerve to excite the fits, or by inducing 
ſuch a change on the ſtate of the nervous power, 
that the exciting cauſe will ceaſe to have its 
former eſſect. It was with the firſt of theſe in- 
tentions, that this patient was put upon the uſe 
of the pilule enen The only pharmaco- 
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pœa, into which this article, as far as we can 
obſerve, has a place, is that of the Edinburgh 
college publiſhed in 1994. And when we 
confider that it has neither been introduced 
into the Pharmacopcea Suecica, Diſpenſatori- 
um Brunſvicenſe, nor other works of a fimilar 
nature, which have been publiſhed fince that 
date, we may preſume that it is a remedy 
which is not at preſent in very general uſe, 
The hiſtory of a caſe, therefore, in which it 
ſeems to have been productive of the moſt 
lalutary effects, may ſerve to recommend it to 
more general employment, 


The pilulæ ceruleæ as they have been called, 
confiſt of the cuprum ammoniacum, united 
with bread intended merely to give a proper 
form. It is therefore on the former thar the 
activity of the medicine muſt ſolely depend. 
And in this preparation of copper that metal 
is reduced to a faline ſtate by the ſpirit of ſal 
ammoniac, It is well known that many of 
thoſe ſaline ſubſtances which have copper for 
their bafis are of ſuch activity as to render the 
internal uſe of them by no means ſafe. But, 
according to our author, from the prudent ad- 
miniſtration of this medicine very conſiderable 
effects, as a tonic, may be obtained, without 

any 
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any inconvenience reſulting from its influence 
as a ſtimulant. For this purpoſe, the preſent 
patient began the uſe of it by taking every 
evening one of the pilulæ ceruleæ, containing 
half a grain of the cuprum ammoniaci. Al. 
though this had at firſt the effect of exciting 
conſiderable ſickneſs at ſtomach, yet in a ſhort 
time it was borne without any inconvenience : 
after which the quantity was gradually en. 
creaſed, as the ſtate of his ſtomach would ad. 
mit of it. 


On the uſe of this medicine he continued 
for the ſpace of two months. From the time 
that he began this courſe his fits became leſs 
frequent, and from a long interval without 
any threatening of attack, although he was 
frequently expoſed to accidents which formerly 
induced fits, there was reaſon to believe that 
the diſeaſe was completely overcome, In this 
ſituation he was diſmiſſed from farther attend- 
ance at the Diſpenſary. Our author, therefore, 
confiders this caſe as affording an example of 
the cure of epileply by means of the cuprum 
ammoniacum. And he tells us, that this is 
not the only inſtance in which he has found it 
to be attended with manifeſtly good conſe- 
quences in ſuch affections. He is very far, 


hows 
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however, from repreſenting it as an infallible 
remedy. And when he tells us, that in ſome 
inſtances he has employed it without any be- 
nefir, this ought to induce practitioners to con- 
fider it as meriting a fair trial in every caſe, 
where other medicines ale found ineffectual; 


although in many of theſe it ſhould not be at- 
tended with ſucceſs. 


If the firſt article of this work affords an 
example of the ſucceſsful cure of an affection, 
in its nature obſtinate, by means of a remedy 
not generally employed ; the laſt furniſhes us 
with an example of the efficacy of a medicine 
which, although recommended by the earlieſt 
medical writers, has been long and too much 
neglected. Although the root of the fern had 
been recommended by Dioſcorides, Galen, 
and others, for expelling from the inteſtinal 
canal that worm which has the name of tænia, 
yet its influence ſeems to have been ſo little 
known, that in the preſent age it ſeems to have 
been principally, if not only exhibited by thoſe 
who made a ſecret of their mode of practice. 
And very lately, when an account of the me- 
thod of treatment employed by Madame Nouf- 
fer, after being ſubjected to trial under the 
inſpection of ſome of the moſt eminent phy- 
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in Paris, was made public by arder of the 
French King ; it appeared that her ſucceſs, 
according to her own account at leaſt, princi.. 
pally depended on the powder of the male 
fern; the Polypodium Filix Mas of Lin. 
næus. 


In the 2 5th article of the preſent publi- 
cation, we are preſented with the caſe of a 
woman, who diſcharged every day, by the anus, 
numerous fragments of a tænia of different 
ſizes. She was affected alſo with many other 
ſymptoms, which, in all probability, were to 
be aſcribed to that part of this animal which 
fill continued in the alimentary canal. Before 
ſhe applied for aſſiſtance at the Edinburgh Diſ- 
penſary in September, 1779, ſhe had been ob- 
ſerved to diſcharge portions of this kind of 
worm for the ſpace of thirty years. 


During that period, many different medi- 
cines had been uſed, from the uſe of ſome of 
which very large portions of the tænia had 
been brought away. But ſhe was never by this 
means entirely freed from her ſymptoms ; and 
after a very ſhort interval, more fragments 
were again obſerved to come away. As the 
means before employed had been ineffectual 
in producing a radical cure, when the came 

under 
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under the care of Dr. Duncan at the Diſpen- 
ſary, he reſolved to put her upon the uſe of 
Madame Nouffer's medicines. By his direction 
ſhe took, early in the morning, a dram of the 
powder of the root of the male fern. This 
was ſucceeded, after an interval of four hours, 
by the uſe of a purgative, confiſting of an 
ounce and a half of cream of tartar, together 
with three grains of gamboge, and as much 
calomel, formed into an electary with fimple 
ſyrup. 

From the uſe of theſe medicines, ſeveral 
larger fragments, which, taken altogether, were 
about fifty inches in length, were brought 
away. And the day following, ſome imaller 
fragments were diſcharged ; but, contrary to 
what had formerly been the- caſe, they came 
off in a dead ſtate, The conſequence of this 
diſcharge was, that ſhe was ſoon freed from 
the ſymptoms to which ſhe had been before 
ſubjected ; and although the ſame medicines 
were afterwards repeated, no more fragments 
of the worm could be diſcovered. As ſhe has 
fince continued free from any return of her 
complaint for the ſpace of many months, there 
is great reaſon to hope, that from this practice 
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a complete and radical cure has been ob- 
tained, 


If in the firſt and laſt articles of this work, 
we have examples of practices which are not 
very common; ſo in the obſeryations on many 
caſes, particular doctrines are attempted to be 
eſtabliſhed which lead to modes of cure, at 
leaſt in ſome degree different from what are 
commonly followed. But in no inſtance is this 
more remarkable than in the 18th article, the 
ſubject of which is a caſe of venereal go- 
norrhœa. In his obſervations on this caſe, he 
endeavours, by many arguments to prove, that 
gonorrhœa depends on an infectious matter, in 
its nature eſſentially different from that which 
produces ſyphilis. But before attempting to 
eſtabliſh this doctrine, he firſt endeavours to 
refute thoſe which have chiefly been uſed in 
ſupport of a contrary opinion. 

As a proof that gonorrhœa and ſyphilis 
depend on preciſely the ſame infectious matter, 
it is urged, that both diſeaſes are very gene- 
rally the conſequences of the ſame remote 
cauſe, that is, communication with an infect- 
ed female ; that from a fingle inſtance of ex- 
poſure to infection a patient will be ſubjected 

. to 


COMMENTARIES. 311 


to both diſeaſes; that from the ſame female, 


and at the ſame time, one will be infected 


with ſyphilis, and another with gonorrhcea ; 
and laſtly, that an affection beginning as go- 


norrhœa, will, in conſequence of improper 
treatment, be converted into ſyphilis. 


From the confideration of many circum- 


ſtances, our author endeayours to ſhew, that the 


ſameneſs of the remote cauſe in both diſeaſes 
proves nothing more than that both are the 
effect of contact, while, at the ſame time, they 
are principally ſeated in the genital organs. 
From conſidering the condition of thoſe by 
whom venereal infection is, in general, given, 
it can, he thinks, by no means ſeem ſtrange that 
both infections ſhould be communicated at the 


ſame time; whether they depend on one mat- 


ter only, or on two different matters. He 
affirms that both gonorrhœa and ſyphilis may 
lie ſo long latent in the habit that it 1s often 


| impoſſible to determine at what period infec- 


tion has been contrafted. Hence many of 
thoſe inſtances in which it is ſuſpected that, 
from the ſame female, one man has derived 
ſyphilis and another gonorrhcea, are founded 
entirely on miſtaken obſervation, But even 
admitting that there are inſtances in which this 
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is certainly the caſe, yet, it by no means fol. 
lows, that both diſeaſes depend upon the ſame 
infectious matter. For it is by no means 2 
rare occurrence to find a patient at once ſub. 
jected to both diſeaſes; and there can be no 
difficulty in conceiving, that, according, to cir- 
cumſtances, theſe affections may be communi. 
cated either ſeparately or conjoined. In anſwer 
to the fourth and laſt argument, which is, indeed, 
apparently the ſtrongeſt, our author replies, 
that thoſe ſymptoms which are in general ſup- 
poſed to indicate the converſion of gonorrhea 
into ſyphilis, are not venereal ; and that in all 
thoſe caſes where the diſeaſes have fucceeded 
or ſupervened upon each other, the probability 
is, that the patient had actually been infected 
with both diſeaſes, although one of them may 
have continued latent for ſome time. In this 
manner, then, he endeavours to explain the 
facts, and to invalidate the arguments from 
which it has been generally concluded, that 
gonorrhœa and ſyphilis are merely different 
ſets of ſymptoms from the ſame infectious 
matter. 


With the view of proving that gonorrhea 
depends upon an infectious matter, which, in 
its nature, is eſſentially different from that giv- 
ing ſyphilis, Dr. Duncan is of opinion, that 

argu- 
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arguments may be drawn from many different 
ſources; but particularly from attending to the 
introduction of the two affections into differ- 
ent countries; from the phenomena which the 
diſeaſes exhibit; and from the method of cure 
by which each is moſt readily overcome. Our 
author is of opinion, notwithſtanding the 
many ingenious arguments which, he obſerves, 
have been brought to prove the contrary by 
Mr. Sanches, that both ſyphilis and gonor- 
rhoza were unknown in Europe till the diſco- 
very of America. And he affirms, that from 
attending to the hiſtory of thoſe affections when 


they firſt appeared in Europe, that the former 
had been diſtinctly obſerved ſeveral years be- 
fore the latter was known. 


This circumſtance, he farther adds, has been 
by no means peculiar to Europe; and in 
China in particular, ſyphilis prevailed for a 
very long period before gonorrhœa was known 
there. But of all inſtances, what he confiders 
as the ſtrongeſt, is the caſe -of the iſland of 
Oraheite, where, he tells us, that gonorrhœa is 
ſill unknown, although ſyphilis has been very 
common among them ever ſince they were firſt - 
viſited by European circumnavigators, From 
thete facts then, he thinks it probable that a 
_ peculiar infectious matter is neceſſary for giv- 
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ing each diſeaſe; and that the infection pro. 


ducing the one is incapable of giving riſe to 
the other. 


But if ſome arguments in ſupport of this 
opinion, be derived from the hiſtory of 
the two diſeaſes upon their firſt introdyc. 
tion into different countries, our author is of 
opinion, that reaſons ſtill more convincing are 
afforded from attending to the phenomena of 
the diſeaſes. Attention to the progreſs of the 
two diſeaſes ſhews, that while ſyphilis is an af. 
fection uniformly encreafing in violence, and, 
if it be not artificially removed, univerſally ter- 
minating in death, gonorrhœa is a diſeaſe, 
which, after running a certain courſe, has a 
tendency to a natural cure. Where we are cer- 


| tain of the origin of the infection, gonorrhœa 


and ſyphilis are. each as much the conſequence 
of the application of a particular matter, as 
ſmall-pox, or meaſles. And when we know 
the matter applied, we can as certainly foretel 
the diſeaſe which will follow in the one caſe as 
in the other. And laſtly, although in ſome in- 
ſtances the diſeaſes are combined, yet much 
more frequently each runs its courſe without 
the ſlighteſt appearance of the other, But 
were the infectious matter the ſame, Dr, Dun- 


can 
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can contends, that in every inſtance where go- 
norrhœa exiſted, ſyphilis muſt of neceſſity 
follow. In every ſuch caſe, infectious matter 
is neceffarily applied to an innumerable multi- 
tude of lymphatic abſorbents on the glans 
penis. Since this, however, is productive of 
no bad effect, it follows either that this matter 
is incapable of being abſorbed, or that al- 
though it be abſorbed it is innocent. But on 
either ſuppoſition it muſt be concluded, that 
the matter of gonorrhœa and ſyphilis, are eſ- 
ſentially different, From attending then 


to the phenomena of the two diſeaſes, he thinks 


it manifeſtly appears, that there are numerous 
circumſtances inconfiſtent with the ſuppoſition 
of their depending on the ſame infectious 
matter. 


Beſides theſe, our author derives ſtill a third 
ſet of arguments in ſupport of the hypotheſis 
which he has adopted from the method of 
cure peculiar to each diſeaſe. There can be 
no doubt, he obſerves, that the treatment 
ſerving to remove gonorrhœa, is, by no means 


fitted for the cure of ſyphilis; and that the 


treatment ſuited for the-cure of ſyphilis is not 
calculated for the removal of gonorrhea. 


Where the diſeaſes happen to be combined in 


the ſame patient, the cure of gonorrhea is by 
| Joo no 
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no means proportioned to the influence which 
mercury has in healing chancres, diſcuſſin 

buboes, or removing other ſyphilitic ſymp. 
toms. Nay, gonorrhcea is often obſerved to 
be uninterrupted in its courſe, or even to in- 
creaſe in ſeverity, during the uſe of mercury, 
which proves effectual in the cure of ſyphilis, 


From all theſe circumſtances taken together, 
Dr. Duncan concludes, that there 1s at leaſt a 
high probability that gonorrhœa and ſyphilis 
depend each on a peculiar infectious matter, 
After having endeavoured to eſtabliſh this opi- 
nion with reſpect to the nature of gonorrhaa, 
he next makes ſome remarks on the conclu— 
ſions with reſpect to practice, which are to be 
drawn from this theory. Art the very earlieſt 
ſtages, he thinks, that the diſeaſe may be over- 
come and diſcharged either by diffolving the 
mucus to which it adheres, or by encreaſing 
the ſecretion of mucus. When the diſeaſe is 
farther advanced, he thinks that the treatment 
muſt be directed firſt to combat a ſtate of in- 
flammation, and then of atonia. The firſt of 
theſe ends is, he thinks, principally to be ac- 
compliſhed by evacuants, refrigerants, and 
antiphlogiſtic regimen ; the ſecond, by aſtrin- 
gents and tonics. And in the caſe which gave 

riſe 
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riſe to theſe obſervations it appears, that he 
employed as a tonic the Peruvian bark. Al- 
though he allows, that this is a remedy which 
has a tendency rather to aggravate inflamma- 
tion than otherwiſe ; yet he affirms, that un- 
der proper adminiſtration, and after the diſ- 
caſe has made a certain progreſs, it will be 


found productive of the moſt beneficial conſe- 
quences. h 


Beſides the articles of which we have now 


given an analyſis, upwards of twenty others 
are contained 1n the preſent volume ; of which 
the limits of this publication will not admit 
of our giving any account. We may only 


conclude with obſerving, that this publication 


may be conſidered as furniſhing a ſpecimen of 
that kind of medical education, which the 
Diſpenſary at Edinburgh affords. And, how- 
ever much readers may differ in their opi- 
nions with regard to the merit of this work, 
yet it muſt, on all hands be allowed, that if the 
great objects aimed at by a medical ſtudent, 
are, that he may learn by what ſymptoms dif- 
eaſes are moſt certainly to be known, and by 
what remedics they are moſt effectually to be 
removed, it 1s impoſſible to conceive, any 
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branch of education better calculated for his 
purpoſe than careful attention to rational and 
judicious practice, when it is conjoined with 
a proper explanation of the intentions which 
the practitioner had in view, and a candid ac- 
count of the effects which were to be attri- 
buted to the medicines employed. 


VIII. 


Remarks on that kind of Palſy of the Lower Limbs, 
which is frequently found to accompany a Curva- 
ture of the Spine, and is ſuppoſed to be cauſed by 
it : together with its Method of Cure. To which 
are added, Obſervations on the Neceſſity and Pro- 
priety of Amputation, in certain Caſes, and under 
certain Circumſtances. By Percival Pott, 


F. R. S. and Surgeon to Bartholomew's Hoſpital. 
8vo. London. | | 


ITMA ſpecies of palſy in the lower extre- 
mities, which fo univerſally accompa- 
nies a curvature of the ſpine, appears equally 


frequently, our author obſerves, in both ſexes, 


and in all ages. | 15 
| | When 
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When this diſeaſe attacks an infant of only 


a year or two old, or under, the true cauſe of 


it is ſeldom diſcovered until ſome time after 
the effect has taken place, as the people at- 
tending, whether parents or nutſes, know not 


where to look for it. The child is ſaid to be - 


uncommonly backward in the uſe of his legs, 


or is thought to have received ſome hurt at 
the time of birth. 


When again it affects a child that is old 
enough to have already walked, and who has 
been able to walk, the loſs of the uſe of his 


legs is gradual, though in general not very 
ſlow. 


He at firſt complains of being very ſoon 
tired, is languid, liſtleſs, and unwilling to move 
much or at all briſkly; in no great length of 


time after this he may be obſerved frequently 


to trip, and ſtumble, although there is no im- 


pediment in his way; and whenever he at- 


tempts to move briſkly, he finds that his legs 
. involuntarily croſs each other, by which he is 
frequently thrown down, and that without 


ſtumbling ; upon endeavouring to ſtand ſtill and 


erect, without ſupport, even for a few mi- 
nutes, his Knees give way and bend forward. 


When 


— 
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When the diſtemper is a little farther ad. 
vanced, it will be found, that he cannot with. 
out much difficulty and deliberation direct ei. 
ther of his feet preciſely to any exact point; 
and very foon after this, both thighs and legs 
loſe a great deal of their natural ſenſibility, 
and become perfectly uſeleſs for all the pur- 
poſes of loco-motion, 


When an adult is the patient, the progreſs 
of the diſtemper, we are told, is much the 
ſame, but rather quicker, | 


The curvature of the ſpine when detected, 
and which 1s ſuppoſed to be the cauſe of this 
complaint, is found to vary in fituation, ex- 
tent, and degree, being either in the neck or 
back, and ſometimes in the upper part of the 
loins ; ſometimes it comprehends two vertebræ 
only, ſometimes three or more, by which the 
extent of the curve becomes neceflarily more 
or leſs ; but whatever may be the degree or 
extent of the curvature, the lower limbs 
only feel the effect, at leaſt the arms, we are 
told, have never been obſerved to be affected 
by it. 
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The curvature in the ſpine which occurs 
here is almoſt always attributed to external 
violence; but our author is of opinion that 

; in 
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in ſuch inſtances the effe& is miſtaken for the 
cauſe, and that previous both to the paralytic 
ſtate of the legs, and to the alteration of the 
figure of the back-bone, there is a prediſpoſ- 
ing cauſe of both, conſiſting in a diſtempered 
ſtate of the ligaments and bones, where the 
curve ſoon after makes its appearance. 


All the uſual machinery, of ſteel plates, 
ſtiff ſtays, &c, commonly recommended for 
cortecting this ſpecies of deformity, inſtead 
of anſwering that purpoſe, rather tending to 
aggravate the diſorder, our author was ſome- 
time ago, by a hint from Dr. Cameron at Wor- 
ceſter, induced to make trial of iſſues, inſert- 
ed near to the diſeaſed parts, and the ſucceſs 
which has fince that time attended the prac- 
tice, has been much greater than he had the 
leaſt reaſon to expe&.—The firſt attempts 
were by means of pea- iſſues; afterwards ſetons 
introduced on each fide of the curye were 
tried ; but theſe frequently coming out, a 
large opening was at laſt made upon each fide 
of the ſpine by means of -cauſtic, and the diſ- 
charge preſerved by the introduction of a kid- 
rey bean, and by every three or four days 
ſprinkling the bottom of the ſore with fine 


powder of cantharides. „ 
For 
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For a more particular account of the ſucceſs 
of this remedy, we muſt refer our readers to 
the work itſelf, but we cannot avoid inſerting 
the followirg very ſingular caſe. 

There is now, our author ſays, a boy in Bar. 
tholomew's hoſpital, of about twelve years old, 
whoſe caſe was ſo truely deplorable, that a 
trial of the remedy was made, merely to avoid 
the appearance of inhumanity in diſcharging 
him as incurable without trying ſomething, — 
The curvature was in his back, and confiſted 
of three or four vertebræ, but by means of 
the weakneſs thereby induced, the whole et 
of - dorſal ones had ſo univerſally and gra- 

dually given way, that he was exceed- 
ingly deformed both behind and before. He 
was ſo abſolutely incapable of motion, that he 

could neither turn himſelf nor fit up in his 
bed; his feet were pointed downwards, and 
his ancles ſo ſtiff that when he was held up, 
the extremities of his great toes touched the 
floor, nor could his feet be brought flat to the 
ground by any means or force whatever, In 
ſhort, he was in every reſpect as helpleſs as can 
be ſuppoſed, and at the ſame time in an ex- 
c-<ding bad ſtate of health, from diſorders of 
the thoracic and abdominal viſcera. 
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In this ſtate he had been more than a year; 
it is now about three months ſince the cauſtics 
were applied; he is become healthy, and free 


from moſt of his general complaints; has the 


moſt perfect uſe of his legs while in bed, can 
walk without the aſſiſtance of any body, or 
of any thing to hold by; and from his man- 
ner of executing this, there is little doubt, we 
are told, of his recovering, in a ſhort time, the 
perfect uſe of his legs. 


To this it ſhould be added, that although a 
confiderable degree of deformity does, and 
probably will always remain, yet the ſpine in 
general is ſo much ſtrengthened, that the boy 
is ſeveral inches taller than he was four months 
2g0. 

In the ſecond part of this publication, we 


are favoured, as is expreſſed in the title, with 


obſervations on the neceſſity and propriety of 
amputation in certain caſes, and under certain 
circumſtances. 


Our author, we are told, was led to theſe 
obſervations, from his being fatisfied, that the 
propriety of amputations in certain caſes, 
ſtands upon as fixed and as rational principles 
| as any part of W And from a contrary 
doc- 
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doctrine having within theſe few years been 
induſtriouſly propagated, much to the preju- 
dice of mankind, both as ſerving to cover 
ignorance and timidity, and for anſwering the 
baſe purpoſe of malevolence. 

The doctrine alluded to, which condemns 
amputation in all caſes whatever, and almoſt 
without exception, was firſt propagated by 
Mr. Bilguer, ſurgeon in the Pruffian ſervice, 
whoſe work upon that ſubje& was afterwards 
tranſlated into French by Mr. Tiſſot, who like. 
wiſe added notes and obſervations of his own, 
in confirmation of the practice recommended, 


Our author by no means wiſhes to have it 
underſtood, that he means to inculcate the ne- 
ceſſity of amputating limbs in any other cir- 
cumſtances, than thoſe wherein the moſt judi- 
cious practitioners of all ages have found that 
practice neceſſary. The intention of the preſent 
publication is merely to ſhew, that in various 
inſtances, ſuch circumſtances do occur, as ren- 
der timidity in this reſpect very injurious to 
patients; for which reaſon, the young and 
unexperienced, as well as others, are here put 


upon their guard, againſt receiving too 17 
the opinion of Mr. Bilguer. 


SE CT, 
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Obſervations on Mineral Poiſons, by Dr. Houlſton , 
Phyſician in Liverpool. 


T did not, till very lately, occur to me, that 
in treating of the antidotes, or remedies, 
for mineral poiſons, alcaline ſalts are omitted 
to be recommended, both in Tiſſot's Advice to 
the People, and Buchan's Domęſtic Medicine, 
books very generally read and eſteemed. As 
the effects of theſe poiſons are often ſo ſudden 
as not to admit of calling in medical aſſiſt- 
ance, it ſeems the more neceſſary to add this 
remedy to thoſe recommended for common uſe 
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to the people; and as the following hiſtory of 
fats will tend to demonſtrate the importance, 
and to eſtabliſh the reaſonableneſs, of this prac- 
tic? (although it happened ſome years ago), l 
have thought it might be productive of good 


to ſociety that it ſhould be more extenſively 
known. | 


In 1774, one Jones, a cow-keeper of Liver- 
pool, was convicted at the Lancaſter aſſizes, 
of poiſoning his ſiſter-in-law in revenge for her 


having oppoſed him in the ſale of ſome pro- 


perty, of right belonging to the children of 
her ſiſter, his former wife, Under an appear- 


ance of reconciliation, he had treated her, and 
the wife of the intended purchaſer, William 
Aſhcroft, one morning, at a public houſe, 
with ſome ale, which he himſelf had warmed, 
He put ſugar in it, and had repeatedly poured 
it backwards and forwards from one cup into 


another. The ſiſter · in- aw went thence into the 


neighbourhood of Ormſkirk (thirteen miles di- 
ſtant) where, in a few days, ſhe died. The 
coroner could not attend as ſoon as was deſired, 
and the body was in a very putrid ſtate when 
it was opened. In the ſtomach were found, 
ſome ſmall particles of what were judged to be 


cCor- 
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corrofive ſublimate ; but of this circumſtance 


] was not informed till after the other woman 
was better. 


Mrs. Aſhcroft came to me, May 5th, a week 
after her drinking this ale. Immediately af- 
ter ſhe took it, ſhe ſet out to go to Preſcot 
(ſeven miles) part of the way in a carriage, 


the reſt on foot. She had not gone far before 


there came on a violent pain in her ſtomach, 
with continued vomiting, and intolerable thirſt, 
ſo ſhe ſtopped to drink water almoſt at each 
ditch, Her tongue, from her own * 


too, was conſiderably ſwelled. After much 
vomiting ſhe was ſomewhat relieved ; but, to 
the time ſhe applied to me, ſhe had continued 
to vomit up every thing ſhe took, and com- 
plained of a heat and pain in her ſtomach ; at 
ſome times much more violent than at others. 
As ſhe ſeemed not in much pain then, and had 
yomited ſo frequently, I only adviſed her, 
when ever ſhe was fick, to waſh her ſtomach 
plentifully with chamomile tea; hoping, that in 
a little time, the vomiting might be checked. 
The account of the death of the other wo- 
man alarmed her greatly (as they had drank 
out of the ſame cup), and on the jth in the 
evening ſhe was extremely ill; her ſtomach, 

22 ſwelled, 
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ſwelled, and was violently painful, ſo that ſhe 
could ſcarcely ſpeak to be heard. On confi. 
dering the ſtory ſhe had told me, of the man's 
having put ſugar in the ale, and beſtowed ſo 
much pains in mixing it thoroughly, it oc- 
cured to me, that the poiſon added might pro- 
bably be the corroſive ſublimate, which does 
not eaſily diſſolve, and that ſome of it, having 
been ſwallowed undiſſolved might remain in 
that ſtate enveloped in the mucus and attached 
to the coats of the ſtomach; which as it gra- 
dually diſſolved irritated and cauſed heat, pain, 
and vomiting. In this idea, I gave her a few 
ſpoonfuls of a ſolution of ſalt of tartar, with 
a view to decompoſe the ſublimate, and ſhe 
had no ſooner ſwallowed it then ſhe was eaſier. 
A little while after ſhe took a vomit, and I 
cauſed ſome blood to be taken away to guard 
againſt inflammation of the ſtomach ; ſhe was 
much better the next day, eat her dinner well, 
and did not vomit ; but, on the gth at night, 
the pain returned, with great violence, and 
yeilded, as expeditiouſly as before, to the ſolu- 
tion of ſalt of tartar. I now firſt heard of 
there being ſomething found in the ſtomach 
of the other woman, ſuppoſed to be ſublimate ; 
and, on queſtioning my patient, learned, that 
Wa 1 
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ſhe had always been moſt relieved, when after 


ſeveral efforts, ſhe had vomited up a ſmall 
quantity of ſomething which, as ſhe herſelf 
expreſſed it, taſted like milk which had ſtood in 
a braſs pan. From theſe' concurring circum- 
ſtances,. I had now no longer doubt of the poi- 
ſon being, as I had ſuppoſed it, ſublimate 
and, from the return of the ſymptoms, con- 
cluded that there ſtill was ſome of it retained, 
whoſe ſolution, and action, was only very gra- 
dual. After repeating the vomit, I adviſed 
her to continue conſtantly the ſolution of falt 
of tartar, This, however, ſhe had neglected, 
and on the 11th ſhe had a freſh attack, which 
yielded readily to a repetition of the ſame 
means. As her objection to the ſalt of tartar 
was its diſagreeable taſte, I ordered her ſome 
pills, containing each 3 grains of it, which 
convinced of the neceſſity ſhe did not omit 
taking, On the 1 th | was perfectly well and 


ſo continued. 


The conclufion I would draw from hence is 
this; in all caſes of poiſon it is prudent im- 
mediately to give a ſolution of an alcali, fol- 
lowed by a vomit. If the poiſon be corroſive 
ſublimate, an alkali, either fixed or volatile, 


will decompoſe it, and precipitate the mu! 
2 3 | a 
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in a form nearly inoffenfive. It will have 2 
ſimilar effect on the ſugar of lead, the extract 


of lead, or on any metallic ſalt. If the poi. 


ſon be arſenic, Neumann obſerves, that, « al. 
calies will very plentifully diſſolve it.“ And 
if ſo, as it is difficultly ſoluble in water, the 


vomit will ther-ſucceed the better to diſcharge 


it. Whether or no ſulphur, exhibited. in any 
form might leſſen the danger of arſenic is not 
clear, though theſe two, when united, are not 
poiſonous, If the poiſon be of the vegetable 


claſs, an alcali can be of no diſſervice, nor 
interfere with the other means of remedying 


by evacuation, nor yet by the ſubſequent uſe 


of acids, ſo ſtrongly inſiſted on by Tiſſot, as 
counteracting the effects of narcotics ; ſince 
acids given together with alkaline ſalts, are 
pronounced to be attended with great ſucceſs 
in this caſe, by Dr. Mead and others. 


To ſupply the omiſſion then in thoſe popu- 
lar writers, might not the following directions 
be given on this ſubject. When ſymptoms 


of poiſon appear, mix a tea ſpoonful of any 


ce of the following articles, ſalt of tartar, ſalt 


of wormwood, pearl-aſh, pot-aſh, ſpirit of 
e harts-horn or of ſal volatile, with half a 
pint of water, and of this let one half be 


66 given 
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« given to the patient immediately, and the 
« other in a ſhort time afterwards. It will 
« ſometimes give great relief, and the vomit- 
« ing will ceaſe, That, however, is ſtill to 
« be promoted, and if it does not return 
eon drinking warm water, &c. after wait- 
ce ing a while it will be proper to give a vomit 
« of ipecacuanha, or, if that is not ſufficient, 
« one ſtill ſtronger. After each vomiting, a 
« doſe of this ſolution of ſalt of tartar ſhould 
« be given, and it may be repeated every two 
or three hours, eſpecially if the pain of the 
« ſtomach returns. It ſhould be continued too 
« in ſmall doſes for ſome time after the ſymp- 
« toms diſappear. If none of theſe ſalts are 
e at hand, a little wood-aſhes mixed with 
© boiling water will anſwer the ſame end, 
« ſuffering them to ſtand till they ſettle, and 
« pouring the water clear off. By taſting it, 
ce the degree of ſaltneſs will determine if the 
« ſolution be ſtrong enough, if it be not diſ- 
i agreeably ſo it may be given.“ 
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II. 


The Hiſtory of an obſtinate Affection of the Bowels, 
cured by the Injection of a Decaction of Tobacco, 
by Dr. John Evans, Phyſician at Qual, 
Shropſhire. 


N the 6th of October, about two 
o'clock in the afternoon, I was ſent for 
to Mr. Loyd, a young gentleman about eleven 
years of age, who had, an hour before, received 
a violent kick from a horſe, upon the right 
hypogaſtrium. Another perſon of the faculty, 
who was preſent when the accident happened, 
immediately bled him. Upon my arrival, I 
found him in great pain, with a low irregular 


pulſe, and a laborious reſpiration. Dreading 


the conſequences that might enſue from ſuch 
an accident, I adviſed his parents to conſult 
Dr. Owen, an eminent phyſician, of Shrew!- 
bury, who happened fortunately to be in Of. 
weſtry at that time. 


The doctor ordered an opening medicine to 
be taken by the mouth, a fomentation, with 


an embrocation of camphorated oil to be ap- 


plied to the belly, and an emollient glyſter to 
be 
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be immediately injected, with directions that 


the laſt of theſe ſhould be frequently repeated 
if neceſſary. 


The next morning I found him labouring 
under ſome febrile ſymptoms, ſuch as quick 
pulſe, intenſe thirſt, parched tongue, with con- 
ſiderable tenſion of the whole abdomen, and 
a total ſuppreſſion of urine ; the ſame mode 


of treatment was purſued, together with a 


draught of oil and manna, which he took every 
four or five hours, according to' the doCtor's 
directions. 


On the 8th, his fever was rather abated, hav- | 


ing had evacuations both by ftool and urine, 
which afforded confiderable relief, nevertheleſs 
the ſwelling of the abdomen ſtill remained, 

On the gth, his complaints were in every 
reſpe& the ſame as before, and his medicines 
were continued. | 


On the 10th, his pain, fever, and ſwelling 
of belly were conſiderably abated, and his eva- 


cuations, both by ſtool and urine, had been 


ſufficiently copious. From this time, he con- 
tinued recovering gradually until the 17th, on 
which day he was, without my knowlege, 
permitted to go down ſtairs into a kitchen 
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which had been waſhed but a few minutes 


before where he remained near an hour, ſur- 
rounded by a large quantity of wet linen, 


which was hung within the heat of the fire to 


be dried. That night he was attacked with vio- 
lent pain, ſoreneſs, and tenfion of the whole 
abdomen, quick pulſe, and other ſymptoms of 
enteritis. 


On the 18th, finding him in that ſituation, 
I took away a large quantity of blood, and ad- 
miniſtered a glyſter; but this procuring no eva- 
cuation by ſtool, I repeated the opening me- 
dicines. In the afternoon he was ſeized with 
excruciating pains in his ſtomach, for which 


he took an anodyne draught, and reſted rather 
eaſier that night. 


On the roth, his bowels were ſtill conſti- 


pated, and his pains returned, accompanied 


with frequent vomiting, quick pulſe, and great 
tenfion of the abdomen. The glyſter, and 
other remedies were repeated, about eight 
ounces of blood were again taken away, and 
the anodyne dravght repeated at night, 


On the 20th, his bowels ſtill remained con- 
ſtipated, the pains, tenfion, and vomiting con- 


tinuing, he was put into a, warm bath, and 


had 
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had a glyſter of warm water, and, oleum Ri- 
cini; the anodyne was repeated, as before. 


On the 21ſt, all his ſymptoms encreafing, 
the warm bath and glyſter were repeated ; he 
likewiſe took his anodyne with a couple of 
pills, conſiſting of extract. cathart, and calo- 
mel, one of which was repeated every-three 
hours. 


On the 22d, his pains were ſomething leſs ſe- 


vere, though the tenſion, &c. till remained, 
and his pulſe was extremely feeble, he had alſo 


frequent vomitings, which were evidently ex- 


crementitious. His medicines were continued, 

and ſeveral ſuppoſitories were ſucceſſively in- 
troduced; the warm bath was repeated, and 
as ſoon as he came out of it, the fumes of to- 
bacco were adminiſtered by way of glyſter, but 


all attempts to relieve him ſtill proved ineffec- 


tual.*- In. this deplorable ſituation, after giv- 
ing him his anodyne as uſual, I left him, ex- 
pecting that night would have put a period to 
his ſuffering. 

On ths 23d, to my great anenichpe dt, 1 
found my patient in the ſame ſtate as I left him 
the preceding afternoon. Being diſappointed 


in the effect of the fumes of tobacco, I deter- 
mined 
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mined to give him a decoction of that plant 
by way of gliſter, having more than once ad. 
miniſtered it, with ſucceſs, in fimilar caſes, when 
every other remedy had failed. To eight 
ounces of this decoction, I added two drachms 
of ſoft ſoap, and one ounce of antimonial 
wine. In the ſpace of ten minutes after the 
glyſter had been injected, I had the inexpreſ- 
ſible ſatisfaction of ſeeing my little patient 
ſeized with a moſt copious vomiting and purg- 
ing. His ſtools were ſo exceedingly offenſive, 
that I was under the neceſſity of quitting the 
room during ſome minutes. When he was re- 
covered of his extreme fickneſs, I gave him 
an anodyne cordial draught, and left him much 
relieved, 


On the 24th, I found him conſiderably bet- 


ter, having reſted well during. the preceding 
night; the tobacco glyſter was repeated, and 


had again the defired effect. 


In one of the fools, which was uncom- 
monly offenſive, I diſcovered a large mem- 


branous ſubſtance, on which were a conſider- 


able number of livid ſpots; this membrane is 
ſtill in my poſſeſſion, and appears evidently to 
be a portion of the villous coat of the inteſ- 


tines. 
Hav- 
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Having conquered this obſtinate and dan- 
gerous diſorder, I gave my patient the Peru- 
vian bark freely; at the ſame time taking 
particular care to procure a ſtool each day. In 
the ſpace of a few days I had the pleaſure of 
ſeeing him perfectly reſtored to his former ſtate 
of health. 

During the whole of this laſt illneſs, his 
food and beverage was chicken broth, gruel, 
and barley-water, and ſometimes toaſt and 
water, 


III. 


An Account of the Operation of amputating the - 
Thigh at the upper Articulation, lately performed 
by Mr. William Kerr, Surgeon to the Royal 
Regiment of Horſe-Guards Blue, and to the 
Hoſpital in Northampton. Communicated to 
Dr. Duncan, by Dr. Toll, Surgeon to the 
Fourth Regiment of Dragoons, 


Girl, between eleven and twelve years 
of age, was brought into the hoſpi- 
tal, from Kettering, in December laſt. She 
had a tumor on the outfide of her right 
thigh, extending from the middle to near the 
great trochanter; ſhe was very much emaciated, 
| had 


M D:1+0i & 


had a conſtant cough, night ſweats, and many 
more hectic ſymptoms. She told us that ſhe 
had been ailing upwards of two years, during 
which period ſhe had frequently had fevers, 
and that her lameneſs had been gradually in- 
creaſing from her firſt illneſs. That at firſt ſhe 
had little pain, but a few months before ſhe 
came into the houſe, it became very acute from 
the groin all round the hip, and till then ſhe 
never obſerved the tumor before mentioned, 


She ſuffered great pain upon the leaſt mo- 
tion of the joint, and upon every ſuch attempt 
there was a very perceptible grating to be felt. 
Being engaged myſelf, I directed Mr. Warden, 
houſe-ſurgeon to open the tumor the day after 
ſhe came into the hoſpital ; there was diſ- 
charged about half a pint of ill-conditioned 
matter, and we had the ſame kind of diſ- 
charge, in very great quantity, at every dreſſ- 
ing, from that time till the operation which 
was performed the Saturday following. 


Flattering myſelf that the heRic ſymptoms, 
might be the effects of abſorption, convinced 
that the joint was diſeaſed, and concluding 
therefore, that there was no other method of 
cure but by amputating the limb at the articula- 
tion, I ſet about it in the following manner. 


Hav- 
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Having laid the patient on the ſound fide 
upon a table of a common height, and put- 
ting the diſeaſed thigh at right angles with the 


trunk, I began my inciſion immediately be- 


hind the top of the great trochanter, carrying 
it obliquely backwards and downwards, to 
the inſide of the thigh, and from thence ob- 


liquely upwards to within two inches of the 
crural artery. 


I then began a ſecond inciſion at the ſame 
place with the former, carrying it in an oppo- 


fite direction over the upper extremity of the 


trochanter, and from thence obliquely for- 
wards and downwards to within the ſame diſ- 
tance of the veſſel, as in the former, 


Theſe incifions were made only through the 
kin and fat, which being well drawn back by 
by my two aſſiſtants, I cut down into the joint, 
and from thence carried two other inciſions 
through the muſcles in the ſame order and di- 
rection, and to the ſame extent as thoſe which 
were made through the outer teguments. 


I then turned the head of the femur out of 
the acetabulum, that I might with more eaſe 


and ſecurity accompliſh the moſt important 


part of the operation, namely, the taking up 
the artery, From the foregoing deſcription 
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you will eafily conceive that a flap about four 

inches in breadth, conſiſting of all the tegu- 
if ments with the artery included, was ſtill undi- 
ij vided. This flap I graſped firmly betwixt the 
| fingers and thumb of my left hand, (my fingers 

on the ſkin ſide of it, and my thumb on the 
muſcular) and cut a immediately be- 
| low my hand, and between three and four inches 
from the paſſage of the artery under the liga- 
mentum Fallopii. | 


The incifion here was made from above 
downwards, firſt through the muſcular part of 
the flap, and then through the fat, veſſels, and 
ſkin. It was done in this manner that the ſkin 
might correſpond with that which was divided 
by the firſt inciſions, and that the edges of the 


wound, we cannot ſay ſtump, might thereby 
be kept neat and uniform. 
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The next ſtep was to ſecure the artery, which 
] effected by paſſing a ſtrong ligature round it 
with a needle, and getting one of my aſſiſtants 
to tie it up, ſuch a compreſſion being all the 
while made upon it by my left hand in the 
manner related above, as to prevent the loſs of 
a fingle drop of blood, and the hemorrhage 
from the other arteries was full as inconfider- 


able 
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ja plupart des incommodites & dans plufieurs 
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obſervations multiplices : par M. Daignan, 
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tice Peruviano, uſuque ejus in morbis fe- 
brilibus. 


* ha . 


* 
— "BL - 


Ja a 
. 


— 
= 0 


» 


« 
3 — 
FE 


6 ; 4 = s PERS. - 3 * 
c—_ +» Pa» axon. ——e— 1 


1 


— 


— > Ee 
2 . — 
r 


- = 8 — X 1 
1 — 2 ” 
32 3 


8 
wer - 
TT + # 


. 
p 
: 
1 
. 
1 
15 
| 
It 


1 
TT EET r rr 


gn. 
- * Lad A > 
— ” #.% 

ov 


Books. 


Societatis Medice Havnienſis Collectanea 247 
Aaſtow, V. B. Obſervatio de Febre putrida 248 
Sibbern Obſervatio de Tænia 251 
Aildgaard. P. C. Tentamina electrica in Animalibus 
inſtituta 252 
Gulbrand, Jo. Will. de Pareſi metaſtatica Brachii 
ſiniſtri a Gonorrhea 22356 
Crutteell, C. Advice to Lying-in Women 258 
Tralles Balth. Lud. de Uſu Veſicantium in Febribuz 


Acutis "+ 
Jobnſtone, F. Treatiſe on the malignant Angina, 
or putrid ulcerous Sore Throat 267 


Withering, William, Account of the Scarlet Fever 
and Sore Throat, or Scarlatina Anginoſa, parti. 
cularly as it appeared at Birmingham in the year 
1778 279 

Alix. Matth. Franciſ. Obſervata Chirurgica 295 

Duncan, Andrew, Medical Caſes, with Remarks 
and Obſervations 300 

Pott, Percival, Remarks on the Palſy of the lower 
Limbs accompanying a Curvature of the Spine 318 


Medical 


CONTENTS 


Medical Obſervations. 


Obſervations on Mineral Poiſons, by Dr. Houſſton, 
Phyſician at Liverpool 325 


The Hiſtory of an obſtinate Affection of the Bowels, 


cured ly the Injection of a Decoction of Tobacco, 
by Dr. John Evans, Phyfician at Oſcogſry, 
Shropſhire 332 
Account of the Operation of amputating the Thigh 
at the upper Articulation performed by Mr. Wil- 
liam Kerr, Surgeon to the Hoſpital in Northamp- 
von | 337 
The Hiſtory of an uncommon convulſive Congh, 
cured by the Flowers of Zinc, by Dr. Charles 
Leith 343 


Medical News. 
_ Queſtions propoſed as the Subject of Prize Diſſerta- 


tions by the Medical Society of Paris 346 
Mr. Aitken's Elements of Syſtematic Surgery 350 


Dr. Purcel's Propoſal in Caſes of Retroverted 


Uterus ibid, 


4 Dr. 


7 
fy 
s 
= 
po 
! 
N 
L 
. | 
* 
1 
4 
* 
1 8 
g 4 
Io 
T3 
2 
LY 
c 
N *; 
y 
7 
4 
Y | i 
: 
0 
5 
1 55 
* 
N. 
5 
4 J. 
* 
© * 
* n 
* n 
F\ 
N e 
75 
* 
. 1 
ö 
. 
8 
1 
; 
- * 
* 
1 
* 
” : * 
— 
1 ny 
of 4 
1 
oy , 
= 
L f 


" — j—ͤ—)A— 
— — —_—_ —— — * j 
— — — — 5 — | = * — 5 
- — * » \ 


ET ne mers 22 


- * —_— = 
— ; X WY oe Pr 
Tn PF — T1 


2 I 


2 


2 - 
— — T_T > a 


— — 


— —— 2—) 


r - 
A | 


8 
** 


— 
Sf > Y 
12 1 - 
— — - 
*. * 


- —ůůů — — > 
Gare a n * 


—— — 


— — 
y ». _ FF. * » * 
— — — 7 — u——̃ — ** =” — — 
= ac - * © » 


CONTENTS. 


Dr. Odier's Obſervations reſpecting the Uſe of dif: 
ferent Remedies in Fevers of the intermittent 
Kind 351 

Queſtions propoſed as the Subjects of Prize Diſſer- 
tations by the Dutch Society at Harlem 355 

Liſi of New Books 357 


COMMENTARIES. 241 


able as in any other amputation of the thigh; 
By ſaving a good portion 6f ſkin the wound 
was much more decent and ſeemly than you can 
well imagine; but, to my great mortification, 
I found not only the acetabulum carious, but 
alſo the adjacent parts of the oſſa innominata 
to a very conſiderable extent. From her al- 
moſt conſtant cough, I was under the greateft 
apprehenſion that the artery would be forced 
open; yet no miſchief enſued, and the liga- 
ture fell off at the fourth or fifth dreſſing. The 
aſpect of the ſore, in the mean while, giving 
us the moſt ſanguine hopes of her recovery. 
But about the tenth or eleventh day, her re- 
ſpiration became more difficult, expectoration 
ceaſed, her mouth and tongue were covered 
with aphthæ, and ſhe died on the 18th day from 
the operation. The appearance. of the ſore, 
even to the laſt, was ſuch as to afford good 
reaſon to ſuppoſe that the immediate cauſe of 


death was the daily increaſe of the hectie ſymp- 


toms, and that without theſe the operation 
would have ſucceetled ; I therefore had her 
opened, and our ſuppoſition was, 1 think, 
pretty ſtrongly confirmed by the following phe- 
nomena. The lungs were almoſt totally re- 
duced to matter, eſpecially on the right fide, 
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in which there was ſcarcely a veſtige of pul. 
monary ſubſtance remaining. The left lobe 
alſo was full of abſceſſes, and reduced to leſs 
than half the natural ſize. An abſceſs (com- 
monly called the pſoas abſceſs) was likewiſe 
found on the right fide, in the abdomen, which 
communicated, by a corroded opening within 


the acctabulum, with the joint, 


I have given you an exact narrative of the 
circumſtances of the caſe, the operation, and 
the event of it, at leaſt, I do not recollect any 
other of conſequence. I ſhall not comment 


farther upon it than juſt to obſerve, that the to- 


tal deſtruction of the ligamentum rotundum by 


the ſuppuration within the joint, contributed 
greatly to the facility with which the operation 


was accompliſhed ; for I imagine, if that liga- 
ment had been entire, the divifion of it would 


have been attended with perhaps confiderable 


embarraſſment, I think, however, it 1 be 


effected in a ſound joint. 


With regard to the expediency of the ope- 


ration, I am ſo much convinced of it in cer- 


tain cafes, that in ſuch I ſhall not, for the fu- 


ture, heſitate to perform it when they occur. 


IV. The 
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IV. 
he Hiftory of a very uncommon convulſive Cough 
cared by the Flowers of Zinc. By Dr. Charles 
Leith, at Johnſtone, near Montroſe. 


N the. 25th of July, a poor woman 

brought her daughter to me, about four- 
teen years of age, affected with the moſt-vio- 
lent convulſive cough I had ever ſeen or heard 
of. It attacked her by fits at uncertain inter- 
vals of half an hour, two, or ſometimes three 
hours diſtance, and commonly held her i in one 
continued cough from five to fifteen or twenty 
minutes at a time. When ſhe drew in her 
breath, it was with that kind of howling noiſe; 
but longer and louder than is common, in the 
chin-cough, and with a ſeemingly ſtronger and 
mote laborious infpiration than ever I had ob- 
ſerved in any perſon ill of that diſeaſe: As 
ſoon as the fit was over ſhe ſeemed perfectly 
well; as if ſhe ailed nothing; and could ſpeak, 
fing, or walk, without any danger of bringing 
on the fit again. It had ſeized her about three 


or four days before I ſaw her, and in that time 
had ſeldom intermitted for more than three 


hours. She had a fit of it while waiting for 
me, which laſted a full quarter of an hour; 
A a 2 | the 
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the howling noiſe of which, was heard all over 
the houſe, and alarmed the whole family, who 
could not for ſome time diſcover what odd 
ſound it was, having ſcarce any reſemblance to 
the human voice. She had another, while talk- 
ing with me, which laſted about five minutes, 
Her mother inſiſted. that it could not be the 
hooping-cough, which I thought it reſembled, 
as ſhe had gone through that diſorder ſeveral 
years before; and it is the general opinion, 
that, like the ſmall-pox and meaſles, that diſ- 
eaſe never attacks the ſame perſon twice, Be 
that as it would, it plainly appeared to be a 
convulſive cough, and a proper opportunity for 
trying the effects of the flowers of zinc, as 
lately recommended by Dr. Percival, which I 
therefore determined to give her. But as the 
girl appeared to be plethoric, and her eyes 
ſomewhat inflamed fram the violence of the 
cough, I thought it prudent to adviſe the mo. 
ther to get her bled 1 in the arm, and to apply 
a bliſter to her neck as ſoon as ſhe could. Mean 
time I gave her thirty pills, each containing 
one grain of the flowers of zinc, one of which 
ſhe took immediately about four o'clock in the 
afternoon. Another I ordered to be taken at 
bed-time, and one every fix hours afterwards. 

On 
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On the 27th, the mother returned, at my de- 
fire, to let me know the effects. 


The bliſter had been applied on the evening 
of the 25th, and ſhe was blooded on the morn- 
ing of the 26th. She took the pills as directed, 
and had but one ſlight return of her cough after 
taking the firſt, and that was on her return 
home from my houfe. I defired her to conti- 


longer. On the zoth, her mother brought her 
to me again; ſhe had taken four pills every 
day, and had no return of her cough, except- 
ing that ſlight one above mentioned in her * 
home on the 2 5th, 74 


This cure could not be attributed to che 
bliſter, or bleeding, for the cough had ceaſed 
before either of them was uſed. 


From hence I am induced to believe, that 

this will prove a ſovereign medicine in the 
| hooping-covgh, if given early in the diſeaſe, 
i. e. while the diſtemper is purely convulfive, 
and before a flux of humours, from the re- 


for when that comes to be the caſe, it is ob- 
vious that other methods of cure are indicated, 
pen the yſe of antiſpaſmodics, Shy 

Aa oY _ SECT, 


nue the uſe of the pills for two or three days 
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Medical News. 


HE Royal Society of Medicine, lately 
eſtabliſhed at Paris, of which we have 
already given ſome accqunt, have lately diſtri- 
buted among their members ſeveral printed pa- 
pers, reſpecting the nature and intention of their 
inſtitution. Among theſe are the following: 


Lettres patentes du Roi, pour Petablifſement 
g une Societe Royale de Medecine, donn&es a 
Verſailles au mois d' Aovt, 1778, regiſtrges en 
parlement le 1* Septembre audit an. 


Trayaux propoſes aux medecins et phyfi- 
ciens regnicoles & etrangers, par la Societe 
Royale « de Medecine dans. ſa Seance publique 

. tenue 
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Royal de France. 


Prix propoſes par la Sociẽté Royale de Me- 
decine dans ſa Seance publique, tenũe le Mardi, 
20 Octobre, 1778, au College Royal de 


France. 


To the letters patent is ſubjoined, an accu- 
rate liſt of all the members of the ſociety, di- 
vided into the five claſſes of, Officiers de la ſo- 
ciẽtẽ, Aſſociẽs ordinaires, Aſſociès libres, Aſſo- 
cies regnicoles, Aſſociẽs etrangers. | 


It is propoſed that the memoirs of the ſo- 
ciety ſhall conſiſt of the following ſubjects. 

1. Les Details des deux Seances publiques de 
chaque Annee, les Programmes des prix, PEloge 
des aſſociẽs Morts, les Noms de ceux qui cor- 
reſpondent & une Notice de leurs Ouvrages. 
2. Les Obſervations Meteorologiques, faites 
dans les differentes Parties de la France, dont 
le Prefident de la Societe a l' Honneur de pre- 
ſenter chaque ſemaine les reſultats au Roi. 3. 
La Topogtaphie medicale des differentes Villes 
& Cantons. 49. La Deſcription des Maladies 


Endemiques. 52. Delle des Maladies Epide- 


miques. 69. Celle des Epizooties. 79%. Des 


Obſetvatioꝑs de Medecine· pratique. 89. Des 
A a 4 ww Obſer- 


tenüe le Mardi 20 Octobre 1778, au College 
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Obſervations Chirurgicales. 99, Des Obſer. 
vations Anatomiques. 109, Des Obſervations 
de Chymie-Medicale, & Analyſe des differentes 
Eaux minerales. 11. Des Obſeryations de 


Botanique. 12. Des Obſervations de Phy- 


ſique-generale. 23"*% Les Details des Re- 


cherches & Experiences ordonnees par la So- 


ciete. 14. Les Differtations qui auront 
remportẽ les Prix. 


After thus pointing out the different parti- 
culars, which are intended to be the ſubject of 
their publications, they conclude with obſerv- 
ing, that there is no phyfician or philoſopher 
who may not contribute ſomething to their col- 
lection, by beſtowing attention at the place of 
his reſidence to the objects mentioned above. 


The following queſtions are propoſed as the 
ſubjects of enquiry for the prize diſſertations. 


I. Determiner quel peut etre le meilleur Trait- 
ment de la Rage. 

II. D' ẽtablir 1e par l' Analyſe Chymique, 
quelle eſt la Nature des Remedes Antiſcorbu- 
tiques proprement dits. 29. Par I Obſervation, 
quel doit etre leur Uſage, & leur combinaiſon 
dans les differentes eſpeces & complications, 
& dans les differens degres du Scorbut. 

III. Exiſte 
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III. Exiſte-t-il veritablement une Fievre 
Miliaire eſſentielle et diſtincte des autres Fievres 
Exanthematiques & dans quelle Conſtitution 
doit- elle Etre rangee. 


IV. Determiner par un Nombre ſuffiſant 
d' Obſervations & d' Experiences exactes ſi les 
Maladies contagieuſes, principalement la Pe- 
tite Verole, peuvent ſe tranſmettre par [Inters 

mede de I Air. 


V. D' indiquer la meilleure Methode pour 
guerir promptement & ſurement la Gale, con- 
tractẽe par Communication, comme il arrive 
dans les Caſernes, dans les Atteliers, * les 
Hopitaux & dans les Priſons. 


VI. Fair connoitre le moyen le plus prompr, 
le moins diſpendieux et en meme-temps le 
plus ſtir pour guerir la Gonorrhee virulente 
& pour prevenir,les accidens qui en ſont ordi- 
nairment les ſuites. 


Memoirs on theſe different ſubjects, accom- 
panied with a fealed billet, containing the name 
of the author, and marked on the back with 
the ſame motto as the memoir, muſt be tranſ- 
mitted to M. Vicq d' Azyr, Secretaire perpe- 
tuel de la Societe Royale de Medecine, Rue de 
Sepulcre, a Paris, 


0, 


Mr. 
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Mr, John Aitken, ſurgeon 1 in Edinburgh who 
has for ſome years paſt delivered lectures on 
that branch of the medical art, has at preſent 
in the preſs a work entitled, Elements of Syſ- 
tematic Surgery, which will ſpeedily be pub. 
liſhed. This work, which is principally intended 
as a text-book for future courſes of lectures, is, 
however, written upon ſuch a plan as to be 
adapted for other readers. It conſiſts of three 
parts. | 


1. Introduction, or Preliminary Obſervations 
reſpecting Medicine; its Diviſion into Phyfic 
and Surgery; their Limits, &c. 

2. Chirurgical Noſology, or a Methodical 
Arrangement of Chirurgical Diſeaſes, with the 
Synonyma, Definitions, and Remarks on their 
Nature, Seats, Varieties, and Remedies, 


3. Chirurgical Operation, or, an Enume- 
ration and Explication of Manual Surgery, 
correſpondent to the Noſology. | 


Dr. John Purcell, one of the profeſſors of 
anatomy in Trinity-College, Dublin, has lately 
tranſmitted to the Medical Society of Edinburgh, 

| an 
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an Eſſay, containing many intereſting remarks 
on the operation of the ſection of the ſymphiſis 
pubis, which has lately been ſo much the ſubject 
of controverſy at Paris, In this paper, among 
other particulars, Dr. Purcell endeavours to 
ſhew, that this operation, which has hitherts 
been propoſed only for the extraction of the 
foetus in cafes. for which the Cæſarian ſection 
was formerly recommended, promiſes to be 
productive of ſtill greater advantage in caſes 
of retroverted uterus, which would otherwiſe 
prove fatal. How far his reaſoning upon this 
ſubject is ſufficient to render the operation ad- 
viſeable, our readers will be beſt able to judge, 
from a candid peruſal of the paper itſelf, which 
will appear in the firſt volume of the Tranſ- 
actions of the Medical Society,! a work which is 
at preſent preparing for the preſs. Mean while, 
the communicating to our readers, this propo- 
ſal of Dr. Purcell's, may, perhaps, be of ſome 
uſe ; if this practice ſhall ſeem adviſeable to 
thoſe, to whom ſuch uofortunate caſes may 
occur. 


Dr. Odier, of Geneva, in a letter to Dr. 
Puncan, e communicates to him the following 
obſery- 
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obſervation reſpecting the uſe of different re. 
 medies in fevers of the intermittent kind. 

« We have here repeated the obſervations of . 
Dr. Lind on the uſe of opium in intermittents, 
and almoſt always with the greateſt ſucceſs, 
We give laudanum as he does, to the extent 
of twenty-five drops, half an hour after the be- 
ginning of the hot fit, and we find that it 
ſhortens it much. It calms the anxiety and 
head-ach, which generally accompany it. It 
brings on ſweating much ſooner, and renders 
it more profuſe. It makes even the return of 
the paroxyſms more regular; and has, in ſome 
inſtances, been alone ſufficient to ſtop the fever 
altogether, In general, however, a few doſes 


of Peruvian bark, with ſome purgatives, are 
neceſſary. 


We have given opium even in caſes where 
Dr. Lind thinks that it ought not to be given, 
and with equal ſucceſs; I mean thoſe in which 
there is much delirium, which we have never 
found to be encreaſed by it, but on the con- 
trary, much oftener to be removed and always 

to be diminiſhed, 
1 rememher to have ſeen a caſe in St, Thg- 
mas's hofpital, in, London, of a quartan ague, 
which 


COMMENTARIES. 363 


which had laſted two years, and in which Dr. 
Fordyce gave a doſe of Dover's powder, with a 
ſweating draught of ſalt of hartſhorn, two 
hours before the fit in order to ſtop it. This 
ſucceeded very well. A profuſe ſweat came 
on juſt before the hour at which the cold fit 
uſed to return, and-it was altogether prevent- 


ed. Some doſes of Peruvian bark were af 


terwards adminiſtered; and this fever, which 
had before reſiſted many remedies, even the 


bark itſelf, was then in a few days n 
cured. 


This obſervation we have had many oppor- 
tunities of repeating here ; not only in quar- 


tan, but alſo in tertian agues ; and we find, 


that whenever the patient can be brought to 
ſweat, the fit 1s altogether ſtopt. If he does 
not ſweat, the * is nevertheleſs much dimi- 
niſhed thereby.“ 


* = „„ + * 


On Thurſday, the 28th of October, Dr. 
Duncan will begin at Edinburgh, his lectures 
on the Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
This courſe of lectures will be coneluded about 
the beginning of May. Five lectures are read 
** week, and the ſame lecture is repeated 

twice 
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twice every day, viz. between eleven and 
twelve o'clock in the forenoon, and between 
five and fix o'clock in the eyening. The fee 
for attendance is two guineas; and every ſtu- 
dent has it in his option to attend at either, or 
at both hours. | 


On Saturday, the goth of October, Dr. 
Duncan will begin a courſe of lectures on the 
caſes of patients ſubjected to chronical dif: 
eaſes. This courſe will alſo continue till the 
beginning of May. One lecture being deli- 
vered every Saturday, The moſt important 
caſes which occur at the public Diſpenſary wilt 
be ſelected as the ſubjects of theſe lectures; 
and, in treating of each caſe, the obſervations 
which are offered will be entirely confined to 
ſuch remarks on the hiſtory and method of 
treatment, as appear to be of the greateſt uti- 
lity in practice. | 


About the beginning of May, Dr. Duncan 
and Dr. Webſter, will begin their courſe of 
caſe lectures for the ſummer ſeſſion. This 
courſe will continue for about three months, 
and beſides the lectures on the caſes of pa- 
tients, which will be delivered every Monday 
and Thurſday, lectures will alſo be given 
every 3 3 and Friday, con- 

taining 
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taining remarks on the Pharmacopœias of the 


Colleges of Phyſicians of London and Edin- 
burgh. 


The Dutch Society of Sciences, eſtabliſhed 
at Harlem, in their Programma for the year 
1779, beſides the ſubjects for prize diſſerta- 
tions relating to aſtronomy and ſome branches 
of general phyſics, have propoſed the follow- 
ing, which are more ſtrictly medical. 


1. Quelle eſt la veritable nature des Brouil- 
lards ou exhalaiſons marines qu'on nomme en 
Hollande Zeevlammen ? Quels effets produiſ- 
ſent-ils, & quels ſont les moyens d'en preve- 
nir les ſuĩtes pernicieuſes? 


2. La puretẽ de atmoſphere a la plus grande 
influence ſur la ſantẽ des habitans d'une ville. 


Celle de Batavia eſt dans l'impoſſibilitẽ d'en 


jouir, par les vapeurs infectẽs des eaux de la 
riviere, qui ſont ou ſtagnantes ou coulantes 
trop lentement, & qui ſe rempliſſent journelle- 
ment de pluſieurs milles de livres d' immon- 
dice. —Quels ſeroient les meilleurs moyens 
d'accelerer le courant, & d'effectuer une de- 


charge * R & plus efficace de ces in- 
in- 
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infections, afin de procurer a la ville de Bata- 
via un atmoſphere plus pur & plus ſalubre 3 


3. Quelle eſt Vinfluence du deſſechiment des 
Marais, Etangs, &c. ſur Vetat de notre pais ? 
Quelles en ſont les ſuites utiles on nuiſibles 3 
Et dans le dernier cas quelles ſont le precau- 
tions a prendre pour prevenir ces ſuites ? 


Thoſe who chuſe to employ themſelves in 
giving anſwers to theſe queſtions, are defired to 
tranſmit them before the firſt of January, 
1780. The anſwers to the queſtions propoſed, 
as well as the direction on the back of the 
letter which accompanies them, mult not be 


of the hand-writing of the author, nor figned 


by his name, or place of abode ; but marked 
with a device or motto, and accompanied with 
a ſealed letter, having the ſame device for its 
direction, and containing the name and addreſs 
of the author. The differtations muſt be 
written in the Dutch, French, or Latin lan- 
guage, and addreſſed to Mr. C. C. H. Vander 
Aa, ſecretary to the ſociety. | 


Dr. John Hope, profeſſor of Botany in the 
Univerſity of Edinburgh, has lately been 
elected a member of the Harlem Society. 
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Diſſertatio Medica Inauguralis de Quaſſia, et Li- 
chene NMandico. Auftore Joh. Theod. Phil. 
Chriſt. Ebeling. 8vs. Glaſguæ. 


N the firſt part of this diſſertation, out 

author, before proceeding to the enumera- 

tion of ſuch diſorders as quaſſia is proper for, 7 
gives firſt an accurate deſcription of the plant, 

and afterwards proceeds. to aſcertain experi- 
mentally its ſeveral qualities, as will appear from 

the following detail. 


Vor. VI. No. 24. C 2 
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EXPERIMENT I. 


* 


A comparative trial, was made with quaſſia, 
curſuta or gentiana lutea ſylveſtris, colomba, 
colocynthis, cortex Peruvianus, lichen Iflan- 
dicus, and gentiana lutea vulgaris, in order 
to determine the degree of bitterneſs of each; 
and the following, we are told, is the order in 
which, with PE to this quality, they ought 
ſtand. 


Cortex Peruvianus, lichen Iflandicus, gen- 
tiana, colomba, quaſſia, colocynthis, curſuta ; 
but although curſuta was evidently more bitter 
than quaſſia, yet the bitterneſs of the latter - 
was of a much more _agreeable nature than 
that of curſuta. . | 


E X P E R. 1 


1 ſolurivn of ſalt of ſteel, being added both 
to tlie decoction and infuſion of quaſſia, no 
change of colour was perceived in either; nor 
was any additional firmneſs given to a piece of 
- Neſh immerſed in them for the ſpace of ſeyeral 
days. Theſe, our author obſerves, are evident 
bell that quaſſia poſſelſes little or no aftrin- OY 


* 3 kN. 


COMMENTARIES. 369 


EXPER. Ill. 


In this experiment, trials were made for the 
diſcovery of the beſt menſtruum for quaſſia. 
A cold infufion in water, eſpecially when aſ- 
ſiſted by trituration, was found to poſſeſs a 


warm infuſion, or even the decoction. It was 
likewiſe found, that this bitterneſs of quaſſia, 
was readily communicated. to ſpirits, both 
proof and rectified; to the different kinds of 
wines, and to vinegar. 


EXPER IV. 


An infuſion of quaſſia and water being di- 
ſlilled ; the water which came over, was found 
to be ſomewhat bitter, and was of a yellowiſh 
colour; but there was not the jeaſt appearance 

of any eſſential oil. | 1 5 


An ounce of quaſſia frequently boiled in 


A brown ; iron colour. 111 


„ BEER: V. 


In order to determine the up wines 


greater degree of bitterneſs, than either the 


water, afforded only one dram of extract, of 


of quaſſia, a comparative trial was made with 
it and ſeveral other articles. A quantity of- 
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blood was added to fimilar quantities of the 
cold watery infuſions of the following articles, 
all contained in ſeparate phials placed in the 
ſame degree of heat; viz. quaſſia, lichen 
Iſlandicus, curſuta, ſalix, gentiana, and cortex 
Peruvianus. 

As they are here mentioned in order, accord- 
ing to the antiſeptic effects they are exhibited, 
quaſha it would appear is not poſſeſſed of 
much influence in preſerving other bodies from 
putreſcency. And from this experiment too, 
it is evident, our author remarks, that the an- 
tiſeptic powers of plants, neither depends upon 
the degrees of bitterneſs or of aſtringency 
poſſeſſed by them; for here, the curſuta, and 
willow, were both found leſs antiſeptic than 
Peruvian bark, although the one is much 


more bitter, and the other remarkably more 
aſtringent than it. 


ME DIC A L 


Inanotherexperiment, however, it was found, 
that bile, was preſerved longer from putrefac- 
tion both by lichen Iflandicus, and curſuta, 
than even by Peruvian bark itſelf, which 
makes our author conclude, that the antiſep- 
tic powers of plants with reſpect to bile, muſt 
probably in ſome meaſure Wr * — 

85 n of 


Our 
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Our author now proceeds to enumerate the 
opinions of Linnæus and other writers with 
reſpect to the medical virtues of quaſſia, in 
fevers and other diſeaſes, but as he does not 
here advance any thing new from his own pro- 
per experience, we muſt refer our readers, 
for the opinions of the authors to their ſe- 
veral works. 


De Lichene Nandico. 


As deſcriptions of the lichen Iſlandicus are 
to be met with in Ray, Moriſon, Hudſon, 
and Lightfoot, as well as in the works of Lin- 
næus and other foreign writers, we need not 
here trouble our readers with any account of 
its botanical hiſtory, and ſhall proceed im- 
mediately to our author's experiment upon this 
article alſo. 


EXPER, I. 


* This experiment was inſtituted with a view 
to determine the degree of aſtringency poſ- 
ſeſſed by the lichen Iſlandicus. | 
A drachm of Jeſuit's bark in powder, of 
the bark of willow, of the lichen Iſlandi- 
cus, of the geum rivale, of bohea tea, and of 


the eglantine roſe-leaves, were each infuſed in 
Cc4 three 
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- three ounces of cold water. - In the ſpace of 
twenty - four hours the infuſion of geum rivale 
was of a cheſnut colour; that of the tea had 
a yellowiſh hue, as had likewiſe the infufion 
. of roſe-leaves, The infuſion of bark was 
yellow, that of willow ſomewhat leſs ſo; and 
the water with the lichen Iflandicus was of a 
violet colour with ſomewhat of a yellow tinge. 


To an ounce of each of the infuſions, two 
drachms of a ſolution of ſalt of ſteel] were added. 
That of geum rivale was converted into a real 
ink; that of roſes into a dark red; that of tea into 
a dark green; that of Peruvian bark into a braſſy 
colour; the infuſion of willow bark became 
of a pale blue colour, and the lichen Iſlan- 
dicus from a violet was changed into a red. 


To the other two ounces of infuſion, of 
each of theſe articles, a drachm of beef was 
added, and allowed to remain in them for the 
ſpace of forty-eight hours. At the end of 
that time, the beef contained in the infuſion 
of lichen. Iſlandicus was found to be firmer 
than any of the reſt; next in point of firmneſs 
was that immerſed in the infuſion of bark; 
and the piece taken from the infuſion of tea, 
was found to be the ſofteſt of all, 
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An ounce of lichen Iſlandicus being boiled 
for the ſpace of a quarter of an hour in a 
pound of water, and afterwards ſtrained, 
was found to yield ſeven ounces of a bitter, 
red-coloured mucilage, of nearly the ſame 
conſiſtence as is obtained by the ſolution of one 
part of gum arabic in three of water. This 
mucilage was found to anſwer very effectually 
the purpoſe of uniting oil with water by means 
of trituration : a ſcruple of camphor was like- 
wiſe ſuſpended in fix ounces of water by the 
medium of two drachms of the mucilage; but 
mercury could neither be properly extinguiſh- 
ed by it, nor could wax by means of it be 
united with water. 


EXPER. III. 
This ſpecies of lichen is ſo tough and 


mucilaginous, that a very confiderable heat 1s 


found neceflary to dry it ſufficiently for pul- 
veriſation. 


An infuſion of the powder, and likewiſe 
an infuſion of lichen in ſubſtance, were at dif- 
ferent times ſubjected to diſtillation in a ſand 
heat. The water thus obtained was mode- 
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boiled, and the different decoctions being all 


ed violently when put into a fire; and when 


afforded, on eyaporacion, a very ſmall quantity 


—_ 
— 


we mak 


>» ba Le rg 2 


1 
134 
41 
.4 

g o 
j 1 


purpoſe of combining oils with watery liquids; 
By means of it, ſuch mixtures, he obſerves, 


- 


rately acid ; but was not in any degree changed 
in colour by the addition of ſalt of ſteel, No 
effential oil could be obtained by diſtillation, 


EXPER. IV. 


An ounce of lichen being fix times ſtrongly 


mixed and evaporated to dryneſs, five drachmg 
and two ſcruple of an extract was obtained. 
This extract was of a blackiſh colour; burn- 


diſſolved in warm water afforded a very thick 
tough mucilage. 
Lichen infuſed in rectified ſpirits of wine, 


of reſin. 

From the antiſeptic virtues of lichen, our 
author recommends the mucilage prepared from 
it, as more proper than any other, for the 


are effectually prevented from becoming ran» 
cid ; he preſerved ſome of thoſe, with which 
the preceding experiments were made, for the 
ſpace of fourteen weeks without any marks 
of putreſcency being obſerved in them, 


In 
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In ſome of the northern kingdoms, f. i 
chen, we are told, is uſed not only as a me- 
dicine, but as an article of diet; and from 
the mild nutritive qualities of which it is evi- 
dently poſſeſſed, our author thinks we may 
account for the good effects which have lately 
been ſaid to be derived from it in conſump- 
tive diforders, and which have been confirmed 
by the teſtimony of many of the moſt aceu- 
rate obſervers. 


As the moſt agreeable and convenient form 
of uſing it, he recommends it firſt to be in- 
fuſed in boiling water, with a view to its being 
thoroughly cleaned, while by the ſame means 
it will be deprived of a conſiderable part of 
its original bitterneſs. The lichen, thus pre- 
pared, is ordered to be boiled, and the muci- 
lage ſo obtained from it, to be uſed either as 
an article of diet or as a medicine; and we 
have it in our power, we are told, to render it 
exceedingly palatable, by the addition of a lit- 
tle white wine, when that can with propriety 
be given; or when wine is nat admiſſible, by 
the addition either of milk, honey, or ſyrup 
of lemons. | | 


It is recommended particularly, in all kinds 
of cough ; and in cafes of emaciation, from 
whatever cauſe they may have ariſen, 
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II. 


. 


Gebe on the | Blood, © by. William Hey, 

Fi. R. S. Surgeon-General to the Infirmary at 
Leeds, and Member of the Incorporation of Sur- 
re in London. 8p. London. 


F all the conſtituent parts of the human 

body, there is, perhaps, no one which 
can be conſidered as meriting greater attention 
than the blood. Vet, even from the moſt ſu- 
perficial examination of the works of medi- 
cal writers, every one muſt ſoon be ſenſible of 
the inattention with which they have treated 
this ſubje&. In proof of this, Mr. Hey, in the 
treatiſe before us, has quoted ſome paſlages 
from the writings of Baron Van Sweiten, Dr. 
William Fordyce, and others, which contain 
aſſertions totally repugnant to fact. When 
this then is the caſe, we may conclude, that 
the ſubject of which our author here propoſes 
to treat, is by no means exhauſted, from the 
obſervations of former writers. But it ſeems 
not ſo much'to be his intention in the treatiſe 
before us, to enter into a full conſideration of 
every particular reſpecting the nature of the 
blood, as to examine the ſentiments of 


ſome of the moſt highly eſteemed and lateſt 


writers 
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writers on the ſubject, particularly thoſe of Mr. 
Hewſon, in his Experimental Inquiry, and of 


Dr. Heberden in the Loadon Medical T range 
actions. 


According to our author, Dr. George 19 
dyce was the firſt who contended that the blood 
drawn in inflammatory diſeaſes, is in a more 
fluid ſtate, and continues longer fluid than in 
other caſes; and this opinion, Mr. Hewſon 
has ſince endeavoured to ſupport by many ex- 
periments, . On this ſubject, however, Mr. 
Hey holds a very oppoſite doctrine ; he admits, 
indeed, that when a ſtrong cruſt of fize is about 
to be formed on the craſſamentum, the ſurface 
of the whole maſs becomes ſomewhat tranſpa- 
rent, ſoon after it is received into the cup, 
before the uſual ſeparation. of the ſerum takes 
place; and that in theſe caſes the ſurface of 
ſuch blood remains in a fluid ſtate much lon- 
ger than it does where no fizy cruſt is formed; 
But in place of ſuppoſing this fluid to be the 
coagulable lymph in -an_ attenuated ſtate, and 
deprived of its diſpoſition to coagulation, Mr. 
Hey is inclined to believe, that it conſiſts of 
the coagulable lymph diluted with ſerum. To 
this opinion he is en, fed from examining 


. Ie it 


,/ 
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it by itſelf after coagulation, and after ſqueez · 
ing from it, by means of preſſure, the ſerum 
which it. contained. He admits, with Mr, 
Hewſon, that the blood, upon which a ſizy 
cruſt is found, generally looks thinner, as it 
flows from a vein than the blood of a healthy 
perſon on which there is no ſize. But this 
thinnefs he alfo aſcribes to an encreaſed quan- 
tity of ſerum which that blood contains, and 
he points out many circumſtances which ſeem 
to him to render it extremely doubtful, whe- 
ther inflammation has any influence in thin- 
ning the blood. Perſons, he obſerves, of 
ſtrong athletic habits, whoſe vaſcular action 
approaches the neareft to a ſtate of inflamma- 
tion, are not remarked to have thin blood. In 
the moſt violent inflammatory diſtempers the 
blood does not look thin, if evacuations and 
dilution by watery liquids have not preceded, 
When the blood appears very thin in inflam- 
matory caſes, there is a great proportion of ſe- 
rum. The craſſamentum is moſt firm and te- 
nacious upon ſtanding, when it is taken from 
patients labouring under inflammatory dif- 
caſes ; and laſtly, the blood is obſerved to be 
very thin in ſome diſorders which are the re- 
verſe of inflammation. From all theſe circum- 


ſtanccs 
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ſtances he infers, that the thin appearance of 
the blood affords no evidence that the coagul- 
able lymph is attenuated in inflammatory diſ- 
orders. a 


After offering this refutation of the firſt ar- 
gument employed by Mr Hewſon to ſhew that 
the gluten of the blood is attenuated in caſes 
of inflammation; Mr. Hey next proceeds to 
anſwer the other arguments uſed for the ſame 
purpoſe; particularly thoſe which have been 
drawn from obſerving, that the red globules 
ſubſide ſooner in blood let in caſes of inflam- 
mation, than in that which is taken from an 
animal in health. Although he admits the 
truth of this circumſtance, yet he contends, 
that this affords no proof of the whole maſs of 
blood, in ſuch caſes, being thinner than the ſe- 
rum alone in others, as Mr. Hewſon alledges. 
In ſupport of his aſſertion, he obſerves, that 
the red globules are not in the ſame ſtate in 
the two caſes which are compared; that the 
fluid water which riſes to the ſurface of ſizy 
blood ſoon after it is let out into a cup, al- 
though it conſiſts chiefly of ſerum united with 
coagulable lymph, is yet thicker than ſerum 
alone; and laſtly, that the ſubſidence of the 
red globules, in the caſe of the blood drawn 


In 


ing on this — 19 
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in inflammations, may, probably, be explained 
from the lymph, when in a fluid ſtate, hav- 
ing leſs affinity with the craſſamentum, than 
the ſerum has with the red globules. 


Having thus attempted to refute the opi- 
nion which ſuppoſes} that the phenomena ex- 
hibited by the blood, in caſes of inflammation, 
are to be attributed to a change in the quality 
of the gluten; Mr. Hey next endeavours to 
ſhew, that theſe circumſtances are to be aſcrib- 


ed to a difference in the quantity. How far 


this ingenious author has been as ſucceſsful in 


eſtabliſhing his own doctrine, as in attempt- 


ing to invalidate the opinion of others, the at- 
tentive reader will beſt be able to determine, 
from a candid examination of the work itſelf, 
Without aſſuming the province of giving a 
dictatorial judgment on the truth or falſehood 
of thoſe opinions which fall under our notice, 
we may yet obſerve, that the arguments which 
he has here uſed as far from appearing to us to 
be perfectly conclufive. We ſhall not here, 


however, encroach upon the prerogative of the 


reader, by ſtating our own doubts, but ſhall 


merely content ourſelves with endeavouring to 


give a conciſe, yet diſtinct view of his reaſons 


Mr. 
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Mr. Hey, with great juſtice obſerves, that 
when no ſize appears upon the ſurface of the 
craſſamentum, it has been too commonly ſup- 
poſed that the blood is not fizy, and on the 
other hand, when ſuch a covering does exiſt, 
it has been without ſufficient reaſon imagined, 
that the blood abounds with ſize; concluſions 
equally erroneous, and equally detrimental, 
when they have any influence on the. treatment 
of a patient's diſorder, From ſome remarks 
of Dr. Huxham's, which have been confirmed 
by his own obſervations, Mr, Hey infers, that the 
denſity of the craſſamentum, and the firmneſs 
of the fizy covering, are greateſt in inflamma- 
tory diſeaſes. Hence he thinks, that the ten- 
dency to concretion in the blood, cannot be 
owing to a diminiſhed action of the blood- 
veſſels. 


From what happens in the ſlaughter of ſheep, 
Mr. Hewſon had concluded, that a diminu- 
tion of the vaſcular action, cauſes a more 
ſpeedy coagulation of the blood. Mr, Hey 
has alſo attended to this ſubject, and fince the 
circumſtances he has obſerved, are, in a great 
meaſure, the reverſe of thoſe deſeribed by Mr. 
Hewſon, the future obſervations of others .on 
the ſame ſubject, are till neceſſary for diſco- 
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vering the cauſe of this difference. But, ac- 
cording to Mr. Hey's obſervations, the blood 


in the firſt cup was generally more fluid as it 
flowed, and more florid than the reſt ; yet it 


coagulated in the leaſt time, had the moſt firm 
craſſamentum, and threw off the greateſt quan- 
tity of ſerum, That which was laſt received, 
flowed the moſt ſlowly, appeared the moſt viſ- 
cid and dark-coloured as it flowed, was the 


lateſt in coagulating completely, had the ſofteſt 


craſſamentum, and threw off the greateſt quan- 
tity of ſerum, 


Mr. Hey examined, in a fimilar manner, 
both the arterial and venal blood of calves, but 
the appearances were not the ſame, nor did the 
coagulation take place in any regular manner, 
He obſerves, that there is a remarkable differ- 
ence in the appearance of the blood which is 
drawn at different periods of an inflammatory 
diſeaſe ; that which is taken away at an early 
period of the diſorder uſually concretes quickly 
with a firm tenacious maſs ; which throws off 
little ſerum and has no fizy covering ; whereas 
that which is drawn after repeated bleedings, 
when the diſtemper has continued ſeveral days, 
looks thinner as it flows, ſeparates a greater 
proportion of ſerum, and has a ſtrong _ of 

: ZC 
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fize upon its ſurface. He conſiders this va- 
riety as depending chiefly on the different pro- 
portion of ſerum ; and he thinks, that in con- 
ſequence of the blood being thinned by the 
watery liquors which are drank plentifully in 
theſe diſorders, an opportunity is afforded for 
the particles of the coagulable lymph to unite 


more readily, and to aſcend to the ſurface of 
the craſſamentum. 


1 


It is more difficult, our author obſerves, to 
account for the various appearance of different 
portions of blood drawn at one operation. But 
theſe alſo, he thinks, are chiefly to be ex- 
plained from differences, with reſpe& to ex- 
poſure to air, from the degree of heat or cold 
by which the blood is acted upon, and from 
the materials of which the veſſel is compoſed. 
into which it is received, If proper regard be 
paid to theſe circumſtances, Mr. Hey imagines, 
that we may be able to give a ſatisfactory ſo- 
lution of the query propoſed by Dr. Heber- 
den, whether the ſizy covering which is often 
ſeen upon the blood, be of any uſe in direct- 
ing the method of cure. He thinks, that al- 
though the mere appearance of ſize on the ſur- 
face of the craſſamentum, give no certain di- 
reRion reſpecting the method of cure, yet the 
| Ddz2 quan- 
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quantity of ſize, found in or upon the craſſa- 
mentum, which muſt be judged of by the 
thickneſs, and denfity of the fizy covering, 
and the tenacity of the craſſamentum con- 
jointly, affords, when compared with the other 
ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, ſome uſeful informa- 
tion. | 


He conſiders the thickneſs of the ſizy co- 
vering of the blood, taken by itſelf, as afford- 
ing no evidence of the quantity of coagulable 
lymph which enters it. For, he obſerves, that 
in many caſes, this fizy covering is to be con- 
ſidered as little more than ſerum inviſcated fo 
as to take a ſolid form. And accordingly, in 
ſome caſes, this fizy cruſt, will, in conſequence 
of gentle preſſure, loſe above three fourths of 
its weight. Thus it appears, that in reality 
it contains only a very ſmall proportion of co- 
agulable lymph ; but, he thinks, that a judg- 
ment may always be formed of the proportion 
of coagulable lymph in blood, from the thick- 
neſs of the ſizy coat, and firmneſs of the craſ- 
ſamentum taken together. And from theſe 
circumſtances he concludes, that in inflamma- 
tory diſeaſes there is an encreaſe of the quan- 
tity, not a change of the quality of the gluten. 


While, however, it is on all hands admitted, 


that 


. 
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that there are many different circumſtances 
which have effect on the ſpontaneous fepara- 
tion of the blood, and have thus a tendency 
either to induce, or prevent, the appearance of 
a ſizy covering; ſo it muſt alſo be allowed, 
that the viſcidity of the craſſamentum, will be 
affected, not merely by the quantity of the 
coagulable lymph, but alſo by its nature, and 
by the mode of coagulation. It is, perhaps, 
therefore to be regretted, that this ingenious 
author did not endeavour. to aſcertain the pro- 
portion of coagulable lymph in the blood, in . 
different caſes, by attempting to ſeparate this 
part of the blood from the red globules and 
ſerum, and then weighing the quantity of it. 
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A Treatiſe on the Knowledge and Cure of the Triſ- 


ing any grating noiſe of the teeth, yet our au- 


the muſcles which move the under jaw. 


III. 


D. Johann Chriſtian Gottlieb Akermanns, 
ab handlung uber die kenntniſs, und hielung des 
Triſmus, oder des Kinubakkenzwanges, und deſ- 
ſen verſchiedenen Arten, nebſt einer geſchichte der 
damit verbundenen krankheiten, und den auf: 
fichten fie zu heilea. 


i. e. 


mus, or Locked Faw. and its different Species; 
together with the Hiſtory of the Diſeaſes con- 
nefted with it, and the Method of Cure. By 
Dr. Akerman, 8vo. Nurenburg. 


N the beginning of this work, the author 
aſſigns his reaſons for employing the term 
triſmus, as the name of the diſeaſe of which 
he is to treat, rather than giving it the name 
tetanus, a term more gener .lly uſed. He 
would not, he obſerves, have rejected the 
common appellation, had he not been to de- 
ſcribe a ſpecies of the diſtemper to which he 
thought ir did not apply. Although the term 
triſmus has been by ſome conſidered as ſignify- 


thor here uſes it, as expreſſing a convulſion of 


Hav- 
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Having thus defined the meaning of the 
term triſmus, he next proceeds to confider the 
different kinds of it. He is of opinion, that 
the moſt ancient diſtinction is the moſt uſeful ; 
that, viz. into the tetanus of the Greeks, or 
rigor nervorum of the Latins, and ſpaſmos of 
of the Greek, or convulſio of the Latins. 
This diſtinction, which is to be found in the 
earlieſt medical writings, is, he obſerves, 
pointed out by nature, Tt is particularly fol- 
lowed by the Stahlian phyſicians, who diſtin- 
ouiſhed the tetanus of the Greeks by the name 
of ſpaſmus tonicus, and the convulſio of the 
Latins, by that of ſpaſmus clonicus. | 


Following this diſtinction, he thinks, that 
the- firſt kind of triſmus may be named the 
triſmus tonicus ; and he conſiders a ſpaſmodic 
conſtriction of the muſcles, which draw the 
under jaw-bone to the upper, in conſequence 
of which the jaws remain ſhut, and cannot be 
opened, as being the conſtant characteriſtic 
of this ſpecies. This is the locked jaw of the 
Engliſh, the ſpaſmus maxillæ inferioris of the 
modern phyſicians. The characteriſtic of the 
ſecond kind or triſmus clonicus, 1s a continual 
ſpaſmodic motion of the under jaw, owing to 
the muſcles which move it, being at one time 


Dd4 con- 
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conttacted by a ſpaſm, and ſoon again relaxed. 
This ſecond kind of the triſmus, is not, he 
obſerves, mentioned by any ancient phyfician, 
unleſs we refer to it the ſpaſmodic convulſions of 
the face mentioned by Hippocrates. Among 
the moderns, he finds no trace of it, except- 
ing in the writings of Marcellus Donatus. 


After theſe remarks, the author next pro- 
ceeds to conſider the different affections referred 
to the heads of triſmus tonicus and clonicus. 
As well from its frequently occurring in prac- 
tice, as from the great danger with which it 
is attended, he conſiders as the firſt ſpecies of 
the triſmus tonicus that which ariſes from 
wounds in any part of the body, even when 
they are of the {lighteſt nature. This ſpecies, 
he obſerves, is more frequent in hot climates 
than in cold ones, He enumerates as a ſecond 
ſpecies, that to which new-born infants are 
ſubject, particularly at a determined time af- 
ter birth, To a third ſpecies he gives the 
name of triſmus lenitus; and as this ſpecies 
has not been deſcribed by any practical writer, 
he gives the hiſtory of a caſe of it. In this 
caſe the diſeaſe is deſcribed as having occurred 
in a very flow and progreſſive manner, and in 
about three weeks it gradually and impercep- 


ribly 
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tibly diſappeared as it had come on, without 
any apparent evacuation, or perceptible change 
in the muſcles employed in chewing. The 
fourth ſpecies of the triſmus tonicus he terms 
triſmus rheumaticus. The circumſſances con- 
nected with it evidently ſhew how far it differs 
from all others, It frequently ariſes from the 
repulſion of eruptions, from the ſtoppage of 
perſpiration, from the palſy, and fimilar cauſes. 


The triſmus clonicus make its appearance, 
he obſerves, more rarely than the tonicus. In 
enumerating the ſpecies of this, he mentions 
as the firſt, the triſmus clonicus rheumaticus, 


which he conſiders as having a great analogy 


to the triſmus tonicus rheumaricus, both with 
reſpect to the cauſes from which it ariſes, and 
the degree of danger with which it is attended. 
To the ſecond ſpecies he gives the name of 
triſmus clonicus intermitiens, or periodicus, 
in proof of the exiſtence of which, he relates 
the hiſtory of a caſe in which it took place. 


The laſt diſtinction which our author en- 
deavours to eſtabliſh with reſpect to this affec- 


tion is into idiopathic and ſymptomatic. He 


is inclined to confider thoſe” as idiopathic, 
which, although they may at firſt ariſe from 


wounds, yet continue after the wound is heal- 


ed with the ſame violence as before, and are 
fre- 


* * * * L 
3 28 ZƷ́˙— — 8 8255 . — = . 
. ˙ — ⁵ Ü 

— 2 — — — 


ww 9.” aud 
WV e 


xt 
Hh 
NB 
ES 
w 7 
"2&0 
, 
- 4 * 
- * 
ws! 1 
EX 
4 * 
ö 
o 14 
„„ 
: 
| \ # 
: 


N 1 
„ 
wy, - 
„ 
‚ b 
1 1 
1 * 
1 
38 ; 
. © 
N , 
1 
* 
f 0 
} N 
AT . 
i 
” 4 


- © 


——  wasS 


E 
l ——ůů — — Ü 


„% 


9 
— — 
——— 


390 M E DIC AL 


frequently the cauſe of death. The triſmus 
clonicus, he obſerves, moſt frequently appears 
as an attendant of other complaints, and may, 
in general, be conſidered rather as ſymptoma- 
tic than idopathic. | 
After pointing out theſe diſtinctions, the 
author next proceeds to treat more particularly 
of the triſmus tonicus, and firſt of that ſpe- 
cies which ariſes from wounds, This ſpecies, 
he obſerves, is often preceded by frequent 
yawning, flight cough, an uneaſy oppreſſion 
about the breaſt, pain at the back part of the 
tongue, want of appetite, and a difagreeable 
ſenſation in the belly, But in other caſes, 
without any of theſe ſymptoms, the inability 
to open the mouth, is the very firſt appear- 
ance, In general, the wound, which is the 
fource of all the complaints, gives very little, 
or rather no pain ; and not unfrequently, it is 
completely healed up before the triſmus be- 
gins. In ſome inſtances, however, the diſeaſe, 
through its whole courſe 1s attended with very 
ſevere pain in the wounded part. The ſpaſm 
ſoon becomes ſo violent, that the patient is un- 
able to ſwallow any thing but liquids, and al- 
though nothing preternatural can be diſcovered 
in the throat, yet the jaws are ſo cloſely ſhut, 
that no power is able to ſeparate them. In 


ſome 
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ſome inſtances, the ſpaſm extends to the back 
and other parts of the body in ſuch a manner, 
that the patient muſt continue motionleſs in 
bed, Subſultus tendinum is then a frequent 
circumſtance. The fkin is ſo ſtretched over 
the muſcles which it covers, that it cannot, by 
any means, be elevated from them, as is the 
caſe in a ſound ſtate. The pulſe is ſlow, irre- 
gular, intermitting, and always weak ; the 
breathing is always ſomewhat more difficult 
than in a ſound ſtate; but when the ſpaſm is 
extended to the back this difficulty is very 


much increaſed, and attended with a peculiar 


noiſe, Neither the pulſe, nor any other cir- 
cumſtance, give indication of any degree of 
fever. On the contrary, every function of 
the body appears to be affected with a ſtate of 
torpor ; for the moſt part, the countenance is 
pale, or of an unnatural yellow caſt, and its 
expreſſions indicate the anguiſh to which the 


patient is ſubjected. Blood drawn from a vein. 
is very little different from that in a natural 


ſtate ; ſometimes, however, it is obſerved to 
be of a clearer red colour and more ſpungy. 


The patient very rarely fleeps, and when ſleep 


does take place, he derives very little refreſh- 
ment from it. 


en- 


In ſome caſes there is a ſlighht 
eruption on the ſkin, which, however, neither 
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encreaſes nor diminiſhes the violence of the 
diſtemper. 

The duration of this diſeaſe depends very 
much upon the conſtitution of the body af- 
fected, and on the proper application of the 
means of cure. If it attacks one of an irrit- 
able habit and much diſpoſed to ſpaſm, it of- 
ten proves fatal in a ſhort time, ſometimes in 
the ſpace of three or four days; but in moſt 
caſes, the patient is not cut off till three or 
four weeks from the commencement of the af. 
fection. | 

After having given this account of the triſ- 
mus traumaticus, our author obſerves, that 
the triſmus rheumaticus does not differ from 
it in the principal circumſtances. The pulſe, 
however, 1s, in general, more full and quick, 


and frequently what would indicate a ſtate of 


inflammation, This diſeaſe uſually continues 


2 ſhorter time than the former, and the danger 
is lefs alarming. 


In treating of the third ſpecies of triſmus, 
which, from its frequently attacking children, 
has been named the triſmus infantilis ; he ob- 
ſerves, that it is conſidered as being very fatal 
in moſt countries, but particularly in warm cli- 
mates, He tells us that in Guinea, and ſome 

uk other 
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other parts of Africa it is endemic. By the ob- 
{ervations made in different counties, it appears, 


that children are expoſed to this diſeaſe at differ- 


ent periods after birth; but it principally oc- 


curs between the gth and the 14th day. It is in 


very rare inſtances only that it occurs at a later 
period, In giving the hiſtory of this diſeaſe, 
he obſerves, that without any previous heat, 
and, in moſt inſtances, without any external 
cauſe, the child finks into a very unnatural 
wearineſs and ſleepineſs, attended with fre- 
quent yawnings ; theſe, according to circum- 
ſtances, are accompanied ſometimes ſooner, 
ſometimes later, with a difficulty in moving 
the under jaw, This at length increaſes to 
ſuch a degree, that the mouth is ſo much ſhut 
as not to admit any food; ſometimes, al- 
though the child can open its mouth, there is 
a total inability to ſuck or ſwallow. The pa- 
tient feels no painful ſenſation, and the belly 
is frequently, although not always, ſwelled, as 


ſome have alledged. The ſkin has a pale yel- 


low colour, which is particularly vifible in the 


countenance; the eyes are confuſed, and the 


ſpaſms not unfrequently extend over the body, 
which may be confidered as a ſymptom of ap- 


proaching death. The diſeaſe ſeldom conti- 
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nues above two, or at moſt three, days, it 
thoſe caſes in which it proves mortal. But 


when the patient recovers, it is often of longer 
continuance, 


After theſe deſcriptions of the different ſpe- 
cies of triſmus tonicus, our author next de- 


| ſcribes the triſmus clonicus, which he obſerves 


differs in ſo many reſpects from the former, 
that it may be confidered as a different kind of 
ſpaſmodic diſeaſe. It is, he obſerves, leſs fre- 
quent than any-of the former, and not fo fa- 
tal. The greateſt part of thoſe who are af« 
feed with it recover. But it does not end fo 
ſoon as moſt of the kinds of the triſmus to- 
nicus. In ſome inſtances of this affection, the 
lower jaw is in conſtant motion, without any 
interval ; in others, there are confiderable in- 
termiſſions. Differences alſo occur with re- 
ſpe& to the violence of the ſpaſms ; but he 
conſiders the characterizing circumſtances as 
conſiſting in gnaſhing of the teeth, or motion 
of the under jaw. 


After theſe obſervations on the hiſtory of 
different ſpecies of triſmus, he next makes 


ſome retnarks on the cauſes, He obſerves, 


that the triſmus tonicus proceeds more fre- 


quently from wounds, than from any other 


_ cauſe, 
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cauſe, in temperate climates ; but theſe are 
particularly apt to induce it when the patient 
is at the ſame time expoſed to warm and moiſt 
air. The greater the ſenſibility of the wound- 
ed part, the more danger there is that the af 
fection will prove fatal. Phyſicians have in 
general been inclined to ſuppoſe, that warmth 
and moiſture are the cauſes of the triſmus in- 
fantilis. Our author, however, i imagines, that 
ſome accidental expoſure to cold, occuring to- 
gether with theſe, is 1 for produeing 
this affection. 


Another cauſe of the triſmus infantilis, he 
imagines, to be want of attention on the part 


of the mother with reſpect to her way of liv- 


ing. It may, he thinks, be the effect of a 
fright, or any other accident, which can have 
influence in producing any alteration on the 
ſtate of the milk, and thus corrupting the 
nouriſhment of the child. He thinks that it 
may alſo proceed from ſwaddling children too 
cloſely, a practice, which he obſerves is -be- 
coming leſs frequent, 


After theſe obſervations on the 1 he 
next proceeds to treat of the method of 
cure. 


In 
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In the triſmus traumaticus, the general in- 
dications of cure which he lays down are, 


£ 1. To pay the greateſt attention to the 
wound, and to avoid every thing which can 
in any degree irritate. 
2. To diminiſh the violence of the ſpaſm, 
both by external and internal applications, 


3 3. To endeayour to counteract the tendency 
| to a general tetanus till the ſpaſm be entirely 
removed. 


In the triſmus rheumaticus, from whatever 
cauſe it may ariſe, whether from a ſtoppage of 
of perſpiration, or from an unnatural conſti- 
tution of the fluids, the objects principally to 
be aimed at are, 


1. To procure ſleep, and thus to encreaſe 
perſpiration. | 


2. To obviate the bad conſequences which 


may ariſe from a determination of fluids to 
the internal parts. 


3- To diſcharge the foreign ſtagnating 
Juices, or to lead to a depoſition of them in 
ſome proper place. 


In the triſmus infantilis, he propoſes the 
following indications. 


1. To 


4 


COMMENTARIES. 397 
1. To correct as much. as poſhble any bad 


2. 10 endeavour, by internal means, when 


and when that cannot be done by external ap- 
plications, to promote the uſual diſcharges. : 


3. To prevent as much as poſſible the vio- 
lence of the ſpaſmodic affections. 


After laying down theſe general indications, 
he next; makes ſome remarks on the particular 
remedies which may be applied with ame 
to obtain theſe ends. e e 


In caſes of the triſmus e mY 
there is reaſon to believe that a nerve is 
much injured or lacerated, although. not en- 

My ruptured ; he-adviſes, that it be com- 
( 


pletely divided. And among the internal re- 
medies which have been employed againſt this 
affection, he puts principal confidence on the 
juice of poppies and opium. 


In the triſmus rheumaticus alſo, he conſiders 
the uſe of poppies as being of the greateſt ſer- 
vice But in thoſe caſes which proceed from 
the repulſion of any cutaneous eruption, he 


recommends mercurial friction as being a pre- 


ferable remedy. 
Vol. VI. No. 24 Ee As 


qualities i in the milk by proper nouriſhment. 


the violence of the diſtemper will admit of 'it, 
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As the triſmus clonicus proceeds from nearly 
the ſame cauſes with the triſmus tonicus, the 
mode of treatment is not widely different. But 
as the diſeaſe is not ſo violent, and the danger 
not ſo alarming, he does not imagine that it 
will be found ſo frequently neceflary to have 
recourſe to the uſe of poppies. On the con- 
trary, in particular inſtances it appeared to 
him to be rather productive of a bad effect, 
After the uſe of purgatives, conſiſting of rhu- 
barb and al. polychreſt. he exhibited to his 
patients, in this affection, a mixture of ſpirit 
of hartſhorn and Hoffman's N water 
with great ad vantage. | 


He concludes his obſervations on this ſub- 
ject, with pointing out the external application 
which may be applied with greateſt advantage, 
And he is inclined to think, that among all 
theſe the beſt conſequences may he expected 
from mercurial frictions. 


IV. Ex- 
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IV. 


Experiments and Obſervations on Animal Heat, and 
and the Inflammation of combuſtible Bodies. Be- 
ing an Attempt to reſolve the Phenomena into a 
general Law of Nature. By Adair Crawford, 
A. M. 8. London. 


HEN it is confidered that the treatiſe 
now before us conſiſts principally of a 
minute detail of experiments, it will naturally 
be concluded that it is impoſſible for us to give, 
in every reſpect, a proper analyfis of it. The 
_ doctrines, however, deduced from theſe expe- 
riments, are in ſo many particulars different 
from the opinions generally received by mo- 
dern philoſophers, that they may juſtly be 
conſidered as meriting particular attention; 
eſpecially, as they are ſupported by numerous, 
and theſe too, apparently, probable arguments. 
We ſhall, therefore, endeavour to preſent our 
readers with as full and diſtinct a view of Mr. 
Crawford's opinion as is conſiſtent with the na- 
ture of our work. 


The author introduces his ſubjects by point- 


ing out the different ſenſes in which the words 
E e 2 beat 
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heat and fire have been taken. Following Dr. 
Irvine, the ingenious profeſſor of chemiſtry at 
Glaſgow, and ſome others, he adopts the term 
abſolute heat, as expreſſing the power or ele. 
ment, which when it is preſent to a certain de- 
gree, excites in all animals the ſenſation of heat; 
while ſenſible heat expreſſes the ſame power 
conſidered as relative to the effects which it 
produces. But bodies of different kinds have 
differept capacities of containing heat, as is 
exemplified in the caſe of water and antimony, 
In theſe, therefore, the abſolute heat is differ- 
ent when the ſenſible heat is the ſame. And 
if, with many modern philoſophers, we conſi- 
der the word fire as expreſſing that unknown 
principle, which, when it 1s preſent to a certain 
degree, excites the ſenſation of heat alone; but 
when accumulated to a greater degree, renders 
itſelf obvious to the fight and touch, or pro- 
duces heat accompanied with light, it fignifies 
the ſame thing with, abſolute heat. 


' Having premiſed theſe remarks, he next 
preſents the reader with a view of the general 
facts upon which the experiments are founded. 
Heat, he obſerves, is contained in great quan- 
tities in all bodies when at the common tem- 
perature of the atmoſphere. It has à conſtant 
ten- 


9 


COMMENTARIES. 401 


tendency to diffuſe itſelf over all bodies, - till 


they are brought to the ſame degree of ſenfi- 
ble heat. And if the parts of the ſame homo- 
geneous body have the ſame degree of ſenſible 


heat, the quality of abſolute heat which they 


contain will be in proportion to their bulk,--or 
quantity of matter. | 


He conſiders the mercurial thermometer as 
being an accurate meaſure of the comparative 
quantities of abſolute heat, which are com- 
municated to the ſame homogeneous bodies, 
or ſeparated from them, as long as ſuch bo- 
dies eontinue in the ſame form; that is, if the 


ſenſible heat of a body, as meaſured by the 
mercurial thermometer, be diminiſhed one 


half, one third, or in apy given proportion, 
the abſolute beat will 'be diminiſhed in the 
ſame proportion. "But the comparative quan- 
tities of abſolute heat, which are communi- 
cated to different bodies, or ſeparated from 
them, cannot be determined in a direct man- 
ner by the thermometer. 


After having premiſed theſe 8 facts, 


che author proceeds, in the ſecond ſection, to 


lay before the reader his own experiments on 
animal heat, and on the inflammation of com- 
buſtible bodies. He obſerves, that experi- 
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ments for determining the comparative quan- 
tities of abſolute heat in bodies, are liable to 
inaccuracy from different cauſes ; particularly 
from the eſcape of heat into the air during the 
time requiſite for mixture ; from the mutual 
communication of heat between the veſſel and 
the mixture; and from the difference which is 
often obſervable between the heat at the ſur- 
face and at the bottom of the mixture. After 
pointing out the precautions by which inaccu- 
racies from theſe ſources, may beſt be avoided, 
he next preſents us with the relation of his. 
experiments for determining the abſolute heat 
of the moſt common vegetable and animal 
ſubſtances compared with water. As an ex- 
ample of the method in which theſe experi- 
ments were conducted, we ſhall give a detail 
of the firſt in his own words, and mention 
merely the reſult of the ſucceeding ones, 


EXPERIMENT I, 


Air in the room — 69 
A pound of wheat — 66 
A pound of water — 1866 


The mixture being agitated for a ſhort . 
the temperature at the end of, 


1 mi- 


— as Ss in dad 


— - * 


COMMENTARIES. 403 


Surface, Bottom. Medium.” 
> minute was — 1238 — 128 133 
nnn 134 — 125 — 129 
3 , ‚ Ne 1264 
4 — 127 — 120 — 1231 


* — — 


2 — . , r r  oE- 


The mean temperature of the mixture at the 
end of one minute was 133, at the end of two 
minutes 1293, at the end of three minutes 
1264. The heat carried off by the air in the 
firſt minute, being calculated according to Sir 
Iſaac Newton's rule, was nearly 31. If we 
add this to 133, we ſhall have 1364 for the 
true temperature of the mixture, It was 
proved that the capacity of the veſſel for re- 
ceiving heat was to that of water, as to 125. 
In the experiment which we are now confider- 
ing, the veſſel was raiſed from 66 to 133, or 
67.5, dividing this by 124, we have nearly 
5-5 for the quotient, From this it appears, 
that the water was cooled by the veſſel 5. 5, or 
the veſſel ſeparated gj. 5 degrees from the water, 
The true temperature of the mixture was 1364, 
ſubtracting this from 166, we have 293 for the 
remainder. The water was therefore cooled 
291 by the wheat and the veſſel together. But 
it was cooled 3˙5 by the veſſel, It was there» 
E e 4 fore 
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fore cooled 24 by the wheat. But the wheat 

was raiſed from 66 to 1364, or. 70.5. It fol- 

lows that the ſame. quantity of heat which will 

change the temperature of water 24, will change 

that of wheat 704. ' Therefore the abſolute 

heat of water is to that of wheat as 705 to 24, 
or very nearly as 2. 9 to Kg 


404 


R F. rom fimilar experiments he determines the 
comparative heat of water to be to that of. oats 
as 2+ to 1; of water to barley as 2.4. to 1; of 
water to beans as 1.6 to 1; of water to the 
lungs of a ſheep as 1.3 to 1; of water to milk 
as f. 1 to 1; and of a mixture of venous and 
arterious blood to water as 25 to 24.4. With- 
out pretending to enter into the inquiry how 
far the method here employed for determining 
the abſolute heat of bodies, can, in any caſe, 
lead to à certain concluſion, we may yet ob- 
ſerve, that one obvious objection occurs to all 
the experiments as here related. The differ- 
ent articles, which were the ſubject of them, 
were tried in very different circumſtances. 
Thus, for example, wheat was tried with the 
air in the room at 69, and the water added to 
it was at 166. Barley was tried with the air 
of the room at 60, and the water added to it 


W3S 
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was at 160; While again, to. determine the 
abſolute heat of blood, that fluid was taken at 
98, and the water added to it was at 4 de- 


grees only; and in this trial half a pound only 


of each of the fluids were employed, while in 
all the former ones, a pound of each of the 
ſubſtances had been uſed. How far experi- 


ments, thus eſſentially differing from each 


other, can be a proper foundation for any cal- 
culation, future trials muſt determine. But it 
would certainly have been much more ſatiſ- 
factory to every reader, who has no opportu- 
nity of repeating the experiments, that the 
different ſubſtances, whoſe abſolute heat is 


compared, had been tried in preciſely the ſame 
_ circumſtances. . 


Theſe experiments, however, Mr. Crawford 
imagines in general prove, that fleſh, milk, 
and vegetables, contain leſs abſolute heat than 
water ; and that water contains leſs than blood: 
Blood, therefore, he concludes, contains a 
greater quantity of abſolute heat than the prin- 
ciples of which it is compoſed. The remark- 


able accumulation of heat in this fluid, led 


him to ſuſpect, that it abſorbs heat from the 
air in the proceſs c of reſpiration ; and in this 


ſuſpi- 
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ſoſpician he was confirmed by the following 
conſiderations. 
1. That thoſe animals which are furniſhed 
with lungs, and which continually inſpire the 
freſh air in great quantities, have the power of 
keeping themſelves at a temperature confider. 
ably higher than the furrounding atmoſphere ; 
but that animals which are not furniſhed. with 
reſpiratory organs, are very nearly of the ſame 
temperature with the medium in which they live. 


2. That ainong the hot animals thoſe are 
the warmeſt which bave the largeſt reſpiratory 
organs,, and which, conſequently,” breathe the 
greateſt quantity of air in proportion to their 
bulk. Thus the reſpiratory organs of birds, 
compared with their fize, are more extenfive 
than thoſe of other animals, and birds have 
the greateſt degree of animal heat. | 

3. That in the ſame animal, the degree of 
hear, is, in ſome meaſure, proportionable to 
the quantity of air inſpired in a given time. 
Thus animal heat is enereaſed by exerciſe, and 
by whatever accelerates reſpiration. 

In farther confirmation of this doctrine, our 
author endeavours to demonſtrate by experi- 


riment, the following propoſitions. 
- "0. nat 
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1. That aſmoſpherical air contains a greater 
quantity of abſolute heat than the air which is 
expired from the lungs of animals; and that 
the quantity of abſolute heat contained in any 
kind of air which is fit for reſpiration, is very 


nearly in proportion to its purity, or to ir. 
power of ſupporting animal life. 


2. That the blood which paſſes from the 
lungs to the heart by the pulmonary vein, con- 
tains more abſolute heat than that which paſſes 
from the heart to the lungs, by the pulmonary 

artery. 


3. That the capacities of bodies for con- 
taining heat are diminiſhed by the addition of 
phlogiſton, and encreaſed by the ſeparation of 
this principle. 


For a view of the experiments by which 
he attempts to demonſtrate theſe propoſi- 
tions, we muſt refer our readers to the work 
itſelf. And in order to afford full convic- 
tion on this ſubje&, not only 4 candid pe- 
ruſal of what is related by this ingenious au- 
thor, but a repetition of the experiments alſo, 
both in the manner performed by Mr. Craw- 
ford, and in circumſtances ſomewhat different, 
would ſeem to be neceſſary. f 


But 
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But after endeavouring, in the ſecond ſec- 
tion to eſtabliſh theſe important facts, he pro- 
ceeds in the third to offer an explanation of 
animal heat, and of the heat which is pro- 
duced by the inflammation of burning bodies. 
His opinion reſpecting the cauſe of animal 
heat, is, that it depends upon a proceſs ſimi- 
lar to a chemical elective attraction. The air 
is received into the lungs, containing a great 
quantity of abſolute heat; the blood is re- 
turned from the extremities highly impreg- 
nated with phlogiſton ; the attraction of the 
air to the phlogiſton is greater than that of the 
blood, This principle will therefore leave the 
blood to combine with the air. By the addi- 
tion of the phlogiſton, the air is obliged to 
depoſit a part of its abſolute heat, and as the 
capacity of the blood is, at the ſame moment 
encreaſed by the ſeparation of the phlogiſton, 
it will inftantly unite with that portion of heat 
which had been detached from the air. In 


this manner he ſuppoſes the blood to acquire 
abſolute heat. 


He next obſerves, that from Dr. Prieſtley's 
experiments, with reſpect to reſpiration, it ap- 
pears, that the arterial blood has a ſtrong at- 
| traction 
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traction to phlogiſton ; it will, conſequently, 
he thinks, during the circulation, imbibe-this 
principle from thoſe parts which retain it with 
leaſt force, or from the putreſcent parts of the 
ſyſtem. And hence the venous blood when it 
returns to the lungs is found to be highly im- 
pregnated with phlogiſton. By this impreg- 
nation, its capacity for containing heat is di- 
miniſned; in proportion, therefore, as the 
blood, which had been dephlogiſticated by 
the proceſs of reſpiration, becomes again com- 
bined with phlogiſton, in the courſe of cir- 
eulation, it will gradually give out that heat 
which it had received in the lungs, and diffuſe 
it over the whole ſyſtem. Thus, according to 
our author, in reſpiration the blood is conti- 
nually diſcharging phlogiſton, and abſorbing 
heat; and, in the (courſe of circulation, it is 
continually imbjhing 9 and emitting 


heat. 


He concludes from his experiments, that 
atmoſpherical air contains much abſolute heat; 
that when it is converted into fixed and phlo- 
giſticated air, the greater part of this heat is 
detached, and that the capacities of bodies for 
containing heat are diminiſhed by the addition 
of phlogiſton, and enereaſed by the ſeparation 
of 
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of it. Hence he infers, that the heat which 
is produced by combuſtion, 1s derived from 
the air, and not from the inflammable body, 
Thus his doctrine upon the whole is, that at- 
moſpherical air contains in its compoſition a 
great quantity of fire. By the ſeparation of a 
portion. of this fire in the lungs, it ſupports 
the temperature of the arterial blood, and thus 
communicates that pabulum vitæ, which is fo 
eſſential to the preſervation of the animal 
kingdom. And finally, by a fimilar proceſs, 
it maintains thoſe natural and artificial fires, 
which are excited by the inflammation of com- 
buſtible bodies. | 


Having delivered this doctrine, he next pro- 
ceeds to explain on this hypotheſis the princi- 
pal facts relating to animal heat, and the in- 
flammation of combuſtible bodies. On the 
former of theſe ſubjects, he endeavours to ſhew 
why breathing animals have a higher tempe- 
rature than thoſe who are not furniſhed with 
reſpiratory organs; why the animal body has, 
in certain ſituations, the power of producing 
cold, or of keeping itſelf at a lower tempera- 
ture than the ſurrounding medium; why, 
among different animals, thoſe are the hotteſt 
which breathe. the greateſt quantity of air; 

1 why 
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why, in the ſame animal, the degree of heat at 
different periods, is, in ſome meaſure, propor- 
_ tioned to the quantity of air inhaled in a given 
time; and finally, why topical inflammations 
are accompanied with unuſual heat ? But the 
limits of our publication will neither allow of 
our offering any view of theſe, nor of ſuggeſt- 
ing our doubts with reſpe& to them. . 
For the ſame reaſon alſo, we cannot pretend 
to follow him in the ſolution which he gives of 
the principal facts relating to the combuſtion 
of inflammable bodies. We ſhall, therefore, 
conclude this ſubje&, by preſenting our rea- 
ders with the account he gives of volcanos, 
which afford us examples of, perhaps, the 


moſt tremendous phenomena in nature exhi- 
bited by fire. 


It is found, he obſerves, by experinens, 
that the phenomena of an earthquake may 
be imitated by .a mixture of iron filings and 
brimſtone, made into a paſte with water, and 


buried in the earth. This, he thinks, may 


be accounted for in the following manner. 


The attraction of phlogiſton to the acid of 


ſulphur will be diminiſhed both by the attrac- 
tian af iton to this acid, and by that of water, 
In 


- + ou = 5 — — — * . - 
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In the degree of heat, which is neceſſary to 
the inflammation of ſulphur, atmoſpherical air 
is capable of ſeparating the phlogiſton from 
the vitriolic acid. And Mr. Crawford thinks 
it probable, that by the aſſiſtance of the iron 


and the water, it may be capable of produe- 


ing this effect in the common temperature of 
the atmoſphere.” If this be the caſe,” it fol. 
lows, that by the action of the air, which is 


diffuſed through the ſubſtance of the earth, 


upon the phlogiſton of the ſulphur, and by 


that of the iron and water upon the acid, the 


ſulphur will be decompoſed ; the air will unite 
with the phlogiſton, the iron with the acid, a 
quantity of fire will be diſengaged from the 
former, and an inflammable elaſtic fluid from 
the latter; and hence a commotion will be 
excited, accompanied with noiſe, . and the 
eruption of a flame reſembling the Phrnomens 
e an earthquake. 


May not, ſays he, a ſimilar mixture of ſul- 
phureous and metallic bodies be produced in 
conſequence of the changes which take place 
in the bowels of the earth? May not theſe 
bodies be brought into contact with the water 
and atmoſpherical air Which are diffuſed through 
the earth's ſubſtanee, or lodged in cavities 

ö 8 beneath 
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beneath its ſurface, By the action of the air 


upon the phlogiſton, and of the water and the 
ore upon the acid, may not the ſulphur be de- 
compoſed as in the mixture of iron filings and 
brimſtone. In this caſe, a quantity of fire will 
be diſengaged, and an elaſtic vapour produced; 
the latter of which, by its ſudden expanſion, 
will excite a commotion in the bowels of the 
earth; and will, at length force its way through 
the ſuperincumbent ſtrata, 


If much combuſtible matter be lodged in 
regions where the ſubterraneous fires have been 
kindled, and if this matter be mixed with at- 
moſpherical air, or with ſubſtances, which, by 
the application of heat, -produce a fluid which 
is capable of maintaining fire, the inflamma- 
tion may be augmented to a prodigious de- 
gree ; and the rarified vapours may carry along 
with them in their aſcent, a great quantity of 
ignited materials abounding with phlogiſton; 
by the expoſure of which the phlogiſton will 
be diſcharged, and the flame extended through 
a large tract of air, In this manner, he thinks, 
we may account for volcanos, thoſe awful in- 
' ſtances of combuſtion, which are cxhibited by 
nature in the foffil kingdom. And upon the 


Vor. VI. No. 24. 5 whole, 
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he concludes, that a variety of important facts 
are produced in the univerſe, in conſequence 

of the mutual oppoſition of fire and phlo- 
giſton. 

How far future experiments, and ſolid rea- 
foning will ſerve to confirm or refute this hy- 
potheſis, we cannot take upon us to determine. 
But from the ingenuity and judgment with 
which the author has ſupported it, as well as 
from the importance of the ſubject, it may 
juſtly be confidered as meriting particular at- 
tention. And if the doctrine which Mr. Craw- 
ford has propoſed, and has with ſo much abi- 
lity ſupported, ſhall be confirmed by the ob- 
ſervations of others, it will afford a new and 
moſt extenſive field of inveſtigation for every 
philoſophical inquirer, 


VI. 


Obſervations fur le Contrepoiſon du Sublime Corrofif, 
par. M. Dumonceau, Medecin Penſionnaire d- 
la Ville de Tournai & des Hopitaur. Vide Jour- 
nal de Medecin. 12mo. Paris 1778. 


HE dreadful effects which have not un- 
frequently been obſerved to reſult from 


corroſtve ſublimate, render it an object of very 


great 
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great importance to practitioners to be ac- 
quainted, with antidotes, by which the influ- 
ence of this poiſon may be moſt effectually 
counteracted. And theſe particularly deſerve 
notice, when from trials, in actual practice, 
they have been found to be attended with ſue- 
ceſs. In a caſe, treated by Mr. Dumonceau, 
ſuch a favourable termination was happily ob- 
tained by means of the timely uſe of ſal ab- 
A man of a robuſt habit of body, and ſan- 
guine temperament, in the fortieth year of his 
age, took one evening, about ten o'clock, a 
conſiderable quantity of corrofive ſublimate, 
which happened to be in his houſe, and which 
had been procured for poiſoning: rats. He 
ſwallowed it, after mixing it in a glaſs of beer. 
The inſtant after he. had had taken it, his 
mouth, ceſophagus, and ſtomach, were very 
much affected by its cauſtic powers. Inflam- 
mation of the mouth, and a burning heat in 
the region of the ſtomach, attended with ex- 
cruciating pain, ſoon ſucceeded to the firſt im- 
preſſion of the corroſive ſublimate, Theſe” 
feelings were quickly propagated through the 
whole inteſtinal canal, and were there attended 
with as ſevere pains as thoſe of the ſtomach. | 
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Soon after, his countenance was very much 
ſwelled, and became of a crimſon red colour, 
and his eyes were ſparkling. He was affected 
with anxiety about the precordia, with in- 
quietude and conſtant toſſing. Amidſt theſe 
ſymptoms, his pulſe became feveriſh and ſmall, 


In this ſituation, an emetic was given him in 


a glafs of water, but t had little effect in pro- 

ducing vomiting, and the pains, which were 

before very violent, ſeemed to be augmented, 
When the patient was in this ſituation, Mr, 


Dumonceau was called in, who, with the view 
of decompoſing the metallic ſalt, imme- 


diately exhibited to this patient, a dram 


of the ſalt of wormwood, in a glaſs of water. 
He ſubjoined to it alſo the uſe of inſpiſſants, 
with the view of involving the acid particles, 
Upon theſe meaſures the pains were ſomewhat 
abated, yet they returned at intervals with 
great ſeverity, and ſymptoms occurred which 
ſeemed to threaten a corroſion of the internal 
membrane of the ſtomach and .inteſtires ; for 
the matters diſcharged by ſtool were obſerved 
to be tinged with blood, Yet Mr. Dumon- 
ceau, as well as Mr. Planchen, who was alſo 
called in, agreed in the propriety of continu- 
ing the medicine; and, accordingly, two 

drams 


— — 
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drams of the ſal abſinthii, in two ounces of 
incraſſant decoct ion, were exhibited to him. 
From this he felt very diſtinctly conſiderable 
reſief; and although the pains returned from 
time to time with violence, yet they became 
by degrees more eaſy, and by the next morn- 
ing, a calm had, as it were, ſucceeded to the 
ſtorm. All the alarming ſymptoms had now 
diſappeared, but there ſtill remained a painful 
ſenſation through the whole tract of the ali- 


mentary canal, and the patient complained of 


general weakneſs and laſſitude. 


The author, after giving this detail of the 
caſe, which had thus a happy termination, 
ſubjoins a few remarks on this ſubject. He 
obſerves, that a knowlege of chemical affini- 
tics points out the propriety of this prac 
tice, The fixed alkali, by its attraction to the 
muriatic acid, the union of which with mer- 
cury forms corroſive ſublimate, quickly com- 
bines with this acid. Upon this, one part of 
the mercury is precipitated in the form of a 
mercurial calx, and the other part is reduced 


to the ſtate of mercurius dulcis. But neither 


mercurius dulcis, nor calx of mercury, in a 
ſmall quantity, are highly pernicious to the 
8 3 ani- 


418 M E DIC A 1. 


animal 'oeconomy. From the union again of 
the fixed alkali with the marine acid, which 
alſo takes place, a febrifuge ſalt is formed, from 
which 'no danger can be apprehended. 


VII. 


Traitement dune Affection Soporeuſe, par M. Boyer, 
Med. Correſpond. de Ia Societe Royal de Medecine. 
Vid. Gazette de Sante Annte 1778. 4to. Paris, 


R. Boyer introduces his obſervation on 
the ſingular and alarming: caſe which 
he has here related, by remarking, that he 
puts very little confidence on ſpecifics in gene- 
ral, and leaſt of all on thoſe which are highly 
extolled. For this very circumſtance is ſufh- 
cient, he thinks, to render them ſuſpected, 
Notwithſtanding theſe general ſentiments, 
however, he reckons it but juſtice to give 2 
fair and candid account of what paſſed under his 
own obſervation, reſpecting the uſe of the vola- 


tile alkali fluor, which has of late been highly 
celebrated at Paris in all the public papers. 


Ayoungwoman, in the eighteenth year of her 
age, of a delicate habit of body, and, in ſome 
degree, Tubjected to rachitis ; being upon a 

viſit 
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viſit to a relation was, about three in the after- 
noon, ſuddenly attacked with violent conyul- 
ſions, Theſe were attended with foaming at 
the mouth, and total loſs of ſenſe, In this 
ſituation ſhe was put into bed, and Mr. Boyer 
was ſent for. Before he came, the convulſive 
motions bad entirely ceaſed ; he found the 
pulſe of his patient regular but weak. Her. 
extremities were cold, and ſhe was affected 
with a ſound fleep, from which ſhe could not, 
by any means, be rouzed. 


The ſymptoms which were deſcribed to bimg 
he conſidered as indicating an epileptic fit. Bit 
he was informed, that ſhe had never before 
been affected with any thing which could give 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of that diſeaſe. He was 
told alſo, that the evening before ſhe had 
paſſed ſome worms, and had eat at dinner a 
conſiderable quantity of cheſnuts. 


After the uſe of ſeveral external ſtimuli, com- 
monly employed in ſuch circumſtances, without 
effect, he judged it neceſſary to exhibit a vomit. 
This was given her from a ſpoon, but not with- 
out a good deal of difficulty, her teeth being very 
cloſe together. The vomit produced violent 
ſtraining, but was accompanied with very lit- 
tle evacuation. It had, however, no influ- 
ence in the removal of her ſtate of torpor. 
1 + He . 
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He then employed, in ſucceſſion, irritating 
clyſters, and a variety of antihyſteric medi- 
cines, with no better effect. At length, on 
the third day from the attack, a large bliſter 
was applied between her ſhoulders. The blif- 
ter roſe well, and during its action ſhe was ob- 
ſerved to ſigh, but gave no other fign of ſen- 
ſibility. 


All theſe meaſures having proved fruitleſs, 
and the affection having now continued to the 
fifth day, the torpor and other apoplectic ſymp- 
toms being nothing diminiſhed, and the pulſe 
becoming more weak, he reſolved upon a trial 
of the volatile alkali fluar, which he confiders, 
however, as nothing elſe than the volatile ſpi- 

rit of ſal ammoniac, which has for a very long 
time been commonly uſed in medicine in fimi- 
lar caſes. Almoſt immediately after the firſt 
ſpoonful, the patient was evidently much agi- 
tated, and cried out, ſhe was poiſoned, and muſt 
inſtantly have ſome water. Cold water was given 
her, but ſoon after taking it ſhe fell into the 
ſame ſtupor as before. Next morning another 
doſe was given her, the immediate effect of 
which was the ſame as the evening before ; but 
with this difference, that after being rouſed 
from the ſtupor, it did not again return. The 
| | patient 
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patient complained only of pain of her head, 
which, however, gradually left her, and ſhe 
ſoon recovered her former health. 


Having given this relation of the caſe, Mr. 
Boyer next ſtates ſome queries on this ſubject. 
He aſks, how the volatile alkali can here be 
ſuppoſed to act. Does it operate, ſays he, as a 
ſpecific ? Did it remove the cauſe of the com- 
plaint? But what was the cauſe ? And what- 
ever it was, could it be ſuppoſed to be de- 


ſtroyed in an inſtant ? It can hardly, he thinks, 
be here ſuppoſed to have operated as a ſtimulus, 
ſince before that, he had employed ſtimulants 
both externally and internally, frictions, eme- 
tics, bliſters, &c, without any good effect. 
He concludes with obſerving, that whatever 
may be the caſe, and however deciſive this fact 
may appear in favour of the volatile alkali, yet 
as he had before the misfortune to entertain 
doubts with regard to its efficacy, and as he 


thinks it not impoſſible that the other reme- 
dies may have contributed to the ſucceſs, he 
promiſes to take the firſt opportunity of re- 
peating this practice in fimilar caſes. And it 
is to be hoped that he will communicate the 


reſult of his trials to the public. 1 


'SECT. 
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Medical Obſervations, 
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I, 


A ci of Hydrocephalus, by Dr. Robert Butler 
Remmett, Phyſician at Plymouth. 


T is exceedingly to be lamented that, in a 

ſcience of ſo much importance to mankind 
as is that of medicine, concluſions are fre- 
quently formed at random, and thus handed 
down from century to century, without the 
ſmalleſt inquiry into the arguments by which 
they may be ſupported. When we have at 
laſt, however, been induced by accident, or 
ſome more laudable motive, to examine the 


grounds of our opinions, we have too often 
had 
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had abundant reaſon to regret our former neg- 
ligence, and wonder at the ignorance with 
which we have ſo long perſiſted in the moſt 
dangerous practices. The preſent approved 
method of treating the ſmall-pox, and ſeveral 
other diſorders, would ſufficiently evince the 
truth of this obſervation ; but I have been 
more particularly led to it by a caſe of hydro- 
cephalus, for which I was lately conſulted. 
The event was indeed fatal, but as the diſor- 
der is not very common, and the method of 
treatment is new, and contrary to the expreſs. 
prohibition of ſome other phyſicians, I think 
it my duty to offer it to the faculty, and ſhall 
be very happy if theſe curſory ' obſervations 
lead ſome more able practitioners to improve 
vpon the hints I ſhall now throw out to them, 


A. B. was born, after a natural labour, Au- 
guſt 9, 1778, and being examined, was found 
to have a very large head, with the ſutures of 
the cranium very open, and an evident fluc- . 
tuation of ſome fluid within it. From this 
time, to the age of two months, the diſorder 
advanced very conſiderably, and then, I was 

conſulted, and found, beſides the former 
| ſymptoms, the eyes of the child much pro- 
truded, and ſtarting, as it were, from the 
head. 
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head. In every other reſpect ſhe was perfectly 
healthy, and a very ſtrong girl. 


The gradual progreſs of the diſorder, the 
fluctuation of a fluid at the ſutures of the cra- 
nium, and the abſence of every anaſarcous ap- 
pearance, left me no doubt that there was 
an accumulation of water between the dura 
and pia mater, 


To diſcover a probable method of cure was 
not ſo eaſy a mattor; but having learnt from 
a fimilar, as well as from the preſent caſe, that 
little or nothing was to be expected from all 
the ordinary remedies of dropſy, and that no 
relief could be obtained from the application 
of bliſters, which appeared to me to be the 
moſt probable means of cure, I determined, 
in conjunction with Mr. J. Woolcombe, an 
excellent ſurgeon of this town, to try what 
might be done by a cautious and gradual ex- 
traction of the water, Having choſen a place, 
at the opening of the ſutures, where we might 
be ſure to avoid the ſinuſſes of the dura mater, 
and have a depending orifice, a ſmall punc- 
ture was carefully made with a lancet, and ten 
ounces of a clear pellucid fluid were drawn off 
the firſt time, which was on the 4th of October. 

| | To 
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To obviate any inconvenience that might have 
ariſen from leflening the preſſure on the brain, 
we kept our hands conſtantly and equally ap- 
plied all over the head during the operation, 
and afterwards rolled on a tight bandage. 
This being a new operation, we thought ir 
neceſſary to obſerve the greateſt caution, and 
were therefore unwilling to take off more than 
ten ounces, till we might be enabled to form 
a better judgment of the conſequences, but as 
the child was not, in the ſmalleſt degree, dif. 
ordered by the evacuation, we afterwards de- 
termined to repeat it from time to time, as 
circumſtances might require. 


On the ꝗth of October we accordingly took 
off twelve ounces more; and on the 12th 
fourteen ounces ; by this time the ſutures were 
cloſe, and the appearance of the head was al- 
moſt natural, our little patient being till in 
good health. The ſecretion in this, as in moſt 
other dropſical affections, went on, however, 
in ſpite of the evacuation ; but it was not till 
the gth of November that we thought it ne- 
ceſſary to make another punCture, and as the 
head was then but moderately enlarged, we 
drew off only twelve ounces. By the 7th of 


Decem- 
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December, the diſeaſe had made a more rapid 
progreſs, and then we drew off thirty-two 
ounces before the head could. be reduced to a 
natural appearance; the child was all this 
while perfectly healthy, and continued fo till 
the 24th of December, when, without any aps 
parent reaſon, at the diſtance of ſeventeen days 
from the laft operation, The ſuddenly fell into 
an atrophy, in which ſhe lingered to the 4th 
of January, when ſhe died. 


It was particularly fortunate for me that her 
death did not happen ſooner ; but as it may yet 
be ſuſpected that her end was haſtened by my 
treatment of her, and the conſequent admiſſion 
of air to the tender meninges of the brain, Ithink 
it neceſſary to aſſure my readers that the punc- 
ture being made in the moſt ſimple manner was 
always ſound again, and ſcarce viſible after a 
day or two, and never diſcovered the ſlighteſt 
appearance of inflammation. So little reaſon 
is there to imagine that the wound was ever 
productive of any bad effects; but every idea 
of this kind muſt be totally removed by the 
ſubſequent diſſection, from which it appeared 
that there was not the leaſt trace of any previous 
inflammation. But that my patient had fo 
many other evils to encounter, that it was truly _ 


wonderful ſhe could live and thrive ſo long. 
The 
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The next morning after ber death, being 
permitted to inſpe& her head, we found, to 
our great aſtoniſhment, the whole cavity of 
the cranium full of this clear, pellucid fluid, 
of which we collected about two quarts. - The 
dura mater, with its proceſſes, was entire; but 
we could not at firſt diſcover any appearance 
of brain, and after the moſt minute examina- 
tion, we could only trace the medulla oblon- 
gata deſcending into the ſpine; and behind the 
orbits of the eyes a very ſmall quantity of a 
medullary ſubſtance, indiſtinctly reſembling 
that of the brain; what we ſaw, however, was 
quite entire, and covered by the pia mater, 
and I have already remarked, that the fluid 
was perfectly clear and pellucid, ſo we had 
not the leaſt reaſon to adopt the opinion of 
Morgagni, who endeavours to prove that in all 
ſuch caſes the abſence of brain muſt have ariſen 
from its diffolution in the preternatural fluid 
contained in the cranium. 


In Bonetus, as well as in Morgagni, fimilar 
diſſections ate to be met with. It is not, there- 
fore, to excite the aſtoniſhment of my readers, 
or becauſe I ſuppoſe this to be a new caſe, that I 
relate it. My only wiſh is to call the attention 
of the faculty to this very important diſeaſe ; 

85 | that 
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that by repeated diſſections it may be known 
in what ſtate the cavity of the cranium is ge- 
nerally found, in thoſe who die of this ſpecies 
of hydrocephalus. Should it often appear as 
I faw it, every idea of cure muſt be baniſhed 
from our thoughts; but ſhould it on the con- 
trary be happily diſcovered, that mine was an 
an unfavourable caſe, and that the brain itſelf 
is not ſo materially diſordered in moſt inſtances 
of this diſeaſe, I think I have ſhewn that the 
evacuation of the water is perfectly ſafe, and 
that it may as eaſily be made as by the com- 
mon paracenteſis of the abdomen. 


How far the laſt operation 1s itſelf proper 
has, indeed, been doubted by ſome ; but if 
there has been a fingle cure promoted by it, 
(and many ſuch may, I am ſure be produced) 
ſhould we not be much more inclined to have 
recourſe to a ſimilar operation, in a diſeaſe, the 
_ conſequences of which are idiotiſm, and a train 
of evils, the. greateſt and moſt deplorable to 
which humanity is ſubject. 


II. The 


COMMENTARIES. 449 


I d 
© — 1 


The Hiſtory of a ſingular Caſe of Rabies Canihd 
terminating favourably, by the late James Til- 
ton, M. D. of Dover-County, on the Delaware; 
communicated to Dr. Duncan by Mr. William 
Griſley, Student of Medicine; 


I. June laſt; 1 vifited Mrs: K. aged forty- 
ſeven years; ſhe had been in June; eigh- 
teen years before that, bit by a mad dog; her 
huſband being a phy fician; immediately ſcari- 
fied the flight wound in her anele made by the 
dog's tooth, and applied a cauſtic to it: He 
gave her alſo ſuch medicines as he thought 
beſt. During his life-time, for ſeventeen years 
after the accident, the wound on her leg fre- 
quently broke out into a running ſore, eſpecially 
every ſpring of the year ; he always promoted 
the diſcharge from the wound by proper digeſ- 
tives, until it inclined to heal up of itſelf, and 
then he would let it cicattize, and beſides this, 
every ſpring he took ſome blood and gave her 
a mercurial purge or two. 


After his death, theſe precautiotis being 


neglected, the firſt ſpring (or rather early in the 
Vol. VI. No. 24. G g ſum- 


ſimmer) following, the parts about the cica- 
Fix ſwelled and grew painful, but did not 
break out into a running wound. She bathed 
her leg in fome warm bath,. but omitted the 
bleeding and phyfic ſhe had been uſed to in 
the ſpring-time. Soon after, ſhe found herſelf 
ſtrangely diſordered in a manner ſhe could not 
deſcribe; but fo as to make her very reſtleſs 
and uneaſy, and affected her mind with a kind 
of fearfulneſs and diſtreſs, that was altogether 
unaccountable. This had not laſted above a 
day or two before the awoke in the night, rav- 
ing mad with a frothing at the mouth, fre- 
quent convulſions about the ſtomach, throat, 
and face, and the moſt horrible dread of wa- 
ter, She was found in this condition. about 
one o'clock in the morning, on the 19th of 
June laſt, when the two moſt adjacent phyſi- 
cians being called in, a bliſtering plaſter was 
applied to the old cicatrix, and ſhe was blood- 
ed to the quantity of fixteen ounces ; but as 
ſhe was incapable of ſwallowing any thing, no 
more was done for her at this time. 


Blooding moderated her raving; but ſo far 
was her mind from being reſtored to right rea- 
ſon, that the night following, ſhe broke away 
from her e, * herſelf naked, 


and 
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and ran out into the fields. It happened; 
however, to rain that night, and her abhor- 
rence of the water forced her to return to the 
houſe again where ſhe continued, to appear- 
ance, very mad, and very fearful, till day- 
light, none of the family daring to approach 


her for fear of injury. As ſoon as it was light, 


ſhe ſet off for the woods moſt adjacent, but be- 


ing purſued by ſome women they took her, 
put a ſhift on het, and tied her down in bed, 
On the 21ſt of the month above mentioned, 


happening to be in the neighbourhood, I vi- 


ſited her out of curiofity rather than from the 
expectation of doing her any ſervice. 1 found 


her in a reſtleſs agony, that went off with con- 


vulfions about the ſtomach, throat, and face, 
which occaſioned ſeveral mouthfuls of a frothy 
ſaliva to be put out involuntarily. After this, 
ſhe had an interval of reaſon, in which ſhe could 
talk rationally, though much diſturbed by an 
uncommon anxiety, which ſhe ſaid, could 
not be deſcribed ; and thus exacerbations and 
remiſſion of her diſorder returned one after an- 
other continually, ſhe had not ſo much as 
ſwallowed her ſpittle ſince the 19th ; and to 
uſe her own expreſſion, had not even the mo- 
tion of ſwallowing ; her countenance appeared 
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florid and ſanguine, her reſpiration quick and 
laborious, her pulſe full, and but little more 


quick than natural; her tongue was much 
ſwelled, and a frothy matter reſted conſtantly 
about her lips, which ſhe ſpit careleſsly about 
on every fide. She could not bear the name 
of water to be mentioned to her by any other 
perſon, though ſhe would ſometimes cry out, 
Water, herſelf. The fight of a ſpoon, or the 
noiſe of the well-pole, would throw her into 
convulſions. She would ſometimes. complain 
vehemently of thirſt, and call for water ; but 
when the cup was offered, ſhe would fall' into 
convulſive agonies, with ravings. I happened 
to mention warm bath as a ſuitable vemedy ; 
ſhe inſtantly cried out, Don't mention water, 
oh! water, water, terrible water; ſcreamed 
in the moſt hideous manner, was convulſed all 
over, put out mouthfuls of frothy ſaliva, and 
calmed again. All theſe actions ſeemed to be 


involuntary. In her intervals of reaſon, the 


would beg the by-ftanders to keep off from 
her, for her inclination was WO to burt oy 
of them ſhe could. | 


Both the other phyficians who had ſeen her, 
plainly diſcovered their deſpondency of her re- 
; Covery 3 and the patient was ftill farther con 
vinced 
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vinced of certain death, by what her huſband 
had told her in his life-time, in whom ſhe pro- 
feſſed implicit faith. I therefore found it a 
fruitleſs taſk to perſuade her to uſe any reme- 
dies whatever, until an old friend of mine, 
diſtinguifhed by his benevolence above all his 
good qualities, called at the houſe in conſequence 
of my viſit, which he had heard of. He related 
a caſe from the London Magazine, in which 
the patient was recovered from a dreadful hy- 
drophobia, by falling from a high place, 
wounding the temporal artery, and bleeding 
zlmoſt to death; he, therefore, earneſtly re- 
commended a large bleeding, and I took oc- 
caſion, at the ſame time to - obſerve, that a 
doubtful remedy was better than none. By 
the good old man's importunity, rather than 
my reaſoning, ſhe at length conſented to be 
| blooded, and I immediately took between 20 
or zo ounces. From the time the blood began 
to run, ſhe became calm, and by the evening, 
without any other help, was able to drink 
ſome milk, which, however, ſhe choſe to be 
ſour rather than freſh, 


Next morning (the 22d) I viſited her again, 
and found her quite calm andſenſible; ſhe had 
no rving fits ſince the day before, had been 
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rarely convulſed, and that in a. flight degree; 
and. what was more pleafing than: all the reſt, 
ſhe was able to drink ſour whey, though ſhe 
did not like to hear of water. There was now 
no froth about her mouth, ſhe breathed. eaſily 
and naturally while quiet, but ſeemed, alittle 
agitated: with a kind of panting after talking; ; 
which, ſhe ſaid, gave her pain, The ſwelling 
of her tongue had gone down, but ſhe com- 
plained of. a burning heat, in her ſtomach ; her 
pulſe was rather ſmaller but not qvicker than 
natural. 


Being now encouraged to hope for longer 
life, ſhe conſented to whatever ſhould: be ad- 
viſed. Several of the faculty being preſent, 
we ſoon agreed that bleeding ſhould be re- 
peated, which I immediately performed ad de- 
liquum ; after this a bolus. of five grains of 
calomel was given, to be purged off with an 
ounce of Glauber's ſalts, diſſolved in - four 
whey, an hour afterwards ; but the ſalts being 
rejected by her ſtomach, a doſe of jalap, in 
the form of a bolus, was ſubflitured. This oc- 
caſioned her firſt to vomit a quantity of green 
ſlimy. matter, and afterwards purged her. Af- 
ter the purge, an anodyne bolus. of opium, 
Famphor, and caſtor, was directed, but none 


of 
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of her attendants would prevail on her to take 
it; for ſhe ſaid opium always diſagreed with 
her, and her hufband had altogether: diſap- 
proved of her taking it ſome time before his 
death, Mercurial frictions were alſo adviſed, 
and a plaſter of galbanum and opium to be 
applied to her throat and jaws, and theſe were 
done accordingly. The wound on her leg was 
renewed by a bliſter, and dreſſed with an oint- 

ment gently eſchargtic, to promote the diſ- 
charge from it. The patient being at a conſider- 
able diſtance from my place of refidence, I did 
not ſee her again till the 24th, I then found 
her ſo calm and reaſonable it was unneceflary 
to confine her. She complained of great weak- 
neſs and lowneſs of ſpirits, a fickneſs at ſto- 
mach, and the burning heat continued, but 
lower down in her bowels. She had no appe- 
tite, and what little whey ſhe took (which was 
the only food ſhe had taken fince the 22d) lay 
Heavy on her ftomach, She was now and then 
ſeized with a convuhive ſob 6r two, and flight 
ſpaſms of the muſcles of the head and eyes, 
eſpecially if ſhe talked much, which alſo oc- 
caſioned the panting in her breath above men- 
tioned, Her pulſe was weak and ſmall. The 
mall quantity of mercury, directed on the 


ES 22d, 
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ed, had made her mouth ſore, and cauſed 
her to ſpit a little. She appeared to the at-. 
tendants to ſleep moderately, but ſhe declared 
ſhe had no good ſound fleep, that her imagi- 
nation was always diſturbed, and that ſhe had 
a ſtrange: propenſity to think ſhe ſhould be bet- 
ter, and even well, if ſhe could get into the 
woods alone, 


It was now earneſtly recommended to her, 
that ſhe ſhould ſup frequently of any liquid 
nouriſhment, . ſhe moſt approved off, at 
leaſt every hour; that a glyſter of deco. 
alth. vinegar and oil, with a little nitre, ſhould 
be adminiſtred night and morning ; and if ſhe 
could not venture to take opium by the mouth, 
that ſixty drops of liquid laudanum ſhould be 
added to the evening gliſter. By help of the 
mercurial friction, the preſent degree of ſpit. 
ting was to be kept up, a plaſter of Ther. Ve- 
net. was ordered to the ſtomach, and in caſe 


a delirium ſhould happen, bleeding was ad- 
viſed. 


On the 29th, I viſited her again, and found 
the glyſters before directed had been altogether 
neglected through a miſtaken modeſty ; and 
the reſt of our advice had not been much 

Nee: regarded ; a little of the mercurial oĩnt- 
| ment 
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ment had been once or twice rubbed on, and 
the plaſter of Venice treacle was applied to 
her ſtomach, but this laſt being ſuſpected for 
a delirium that came on ſoon after, it was ex- 
changed for ſome pounded rue. After this, 
the again fell into a ſlight delirium, but was 
inſtantly relieved by bleeding. Her ſon, who 


blooded her, told me, her blood appeared 


blacker,. or darker coloured, than in either of 
the former. bleedings, but that a confiderable 
portion of it changed into ſerum upon ſtand- 
ing. He alſo gave her ſome aſſa fœtida and 
caſtor, which ſeemed to have a 9 effect 
upon her ſpirits. 


Notwithſtanding her neglect of einking 


freely, and moſt of the advice given at my 
preceeding viſit, except bleeding, ſhe now ap- 
peared quite compoſed, without any of her 
convulſive ſobs, or the leaſt ſpaſmodic affec- 
tion, though ſhe ſaid theſe troubled her ſome- 
times at night, Her abhorrence of water was 
now quite gone, ſo that ſhe could drink it with- 
out any emotion. She, however, till felt 
ſome degree of that burning uneafineſs in her 
bowels, complained of a lowneſs and oppreſ- 
preſſion of ſpirits, and that hes mind was ſtill 
liable to fearfulneſs and ſtrange impreſſions of 
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imagination, which ſhe had not the power to 
controul. | jo 580 
After remonſtrating againſt her negligence, 
I adviſed a repetition of three grains of merc, 
dulc. over night, to be purged off next morn- 
ing with ſame ſenna and falts ; that ſhe ſhould 
ſup more frequently and plentifully of ſome 
liquid nouriſhment than ſhe had done; that 
the ſhould be familiar in waſhing with water 
as well as drinking of it ; and, as ſoon as ſhe 
was able, that ſhe ſhould remove to a conve- 
nient place, and uſe the cold bath. 

n Some days after this ſhe fell into a flight 
delirium, and bit the arm of one of her at- 
tendants, but was inſtantly relieved as uſual 
by bleeding, which was her reſource in every 
inſtance of emergency; and was certainly the 
principal remedy in bringing about a happy 
cure. From this time ſhe had no return of 
her diſorder, but began to recover from that 
weak and Jow ſtate, which faſting, evacuating 
medicines, and large bleedings had reduced 
her to. I have taken frequent occaſions to vi- 
ſit her within theſe three months paſt, and find 
no traces of her madneſs left. It is true, ſhe 
recovered but ſlowly from her weak and lan- 


guid 
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guid condition, and her health has never been 
quite ſo vigorous ſince as before. This, how- 
ever, was probably owing to an obſtinacy in 
her temper, which made her always reje@ the 
better half of - thoſe helps that were recom- 
mended to her. The cold batk in particular, 
ſhe conſtantly eyaded, though Frequeptly x re- 
commended with the greateſt i importunity. 


4 — * 


This woman, was always of a very hyſterical 
habit, whence ap ingenious young gentleman 
of the faculty, took occaſion to obſerye, that 
poſſibly. all her complaints, might ariſe from 
that ſource, that the hyſterig affection counter- 
feited all other diſorders, and why not the hy- 
drophobia. But does oe the preceding hiſ⸗ 
tory eyince to the contrary ? We may ob- 
ſerve, the diſorder took its firſt riſe in the 
wounded part of the leg, from whence it made 
a gradual progreſs according to the uſual courſe 
of the canine poiſon, and broke out into vio- 
lence during ſleep, rather than when ſhe was 
awake. Her being cured, is no evidence her 
diſorder was not from infection, nor the long 
interval between the bite and its effects, for 
we have authentic hiſtories to prove that both 


are poſſible, 
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III. 


7 he Hiſtory of a Caſe of Aſcites, remarkable for the 
Ryantity of Water draton ' off by Tapping. By 
Dr. William Scott, Phyſician in Hawick, 


Woman in the thirty-fif th year of her age, 
when in the ſeventh month of preg- 
nancy, had a violent bilious colic. Her belly 
was coſtive, and exceffively ſwelled, attended 
with great thirſt ; but upon the adminiſtration 
of two or three emollient injections, the ope- 
ration of which gave relief, and drinking a 
quantity of water- gruel which brought on vo- 
miting, the ſymptoms were mitigated. About 
three days after her delivery, which was natu- 
ral, ſhe was again ſeized with the colic ; but 
upon the repetition of the injections, and a 
doſe of ſacred tincture, ſhe was again relieved. 

Upon feeling her belly, I found a hardneſs in 
the right ſide, all along under the ſhort ribs, 
which plainly Cefnguliy ee cht The liver was 
ſchirrhous. 


For ſive months after deliv ery the 117 a re: 
turn of the cblic every fourth or fifth week, 
About this time the child was ordered to be 
weaned, One month after this ſhe had ſymp- 

tomy 
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toms of the catamenia, which terminated in 
the colic without any diſcharge from the uterus. 


The colic returned regularly, always about 
the time of menſtruation for three months; ; 


from this time her belly began to ſwell, ac- 


companied with coſtiveneſs and ſcarcity of 
urine. To remove the ſwelling of her belly, 
which evidently depended on a collection of 
water, the operation of the paracenteſis was 
performed, and from February 1977, to May 
1778, 928 pints of water were drawn off at 
twenty-four ſucceſſive tappings at different in- 
tervals, as will appear from the fubſequent 
table. The water, for the firſt four times was 
limpid, refembling whey. Afterwards it be- 
came muddy, and for the laſt five times it 
ſeemed to conſiſt principally of purulent mat- 
ter. Upon the death of this patient, which 
happened ſoon after the twenty-fourth tapping, 
the following appearances were diſcovered on 
diſſection. The omentum was almoſt entirely 
gone; the liver, uterus, and ovaria, were in a 
ſchirrhous ſtate ; the myſenteric glands were 
very much enlarged, and upon being cut open, 
ſeemed to contain purulent matter. The right 
kidney was in its natural tate, but the left was 

much enlarged, and the urcter thickened in its 
coats. 


M E D 1 C A 4. 
he coats of the colon and: kectum 


were alſo muck thickned, and e to the 


pints. 


442 
coats. 
neighbouring parts. 
No. of 1 Weeks. 
11— 
58 
3] 4 
41 2 
5 4 
6] 4 
j 3 
e 
o „ 
111 3 
12] 2 
134 2 
14] 2 
15 2 
16] 2 
171 2 
18 2 
i907 23: 
20] 2 
211 2 
22| 1 
234 I 
24| 1 | 
Total of Water 


928 


. 
m — 


Ihbe firſt column 
marks the number 


| of times for Which 
| the tapping was per- 


formed. The  ſfe- 


| cond the number of 
weeks 


intervening 
between each parti- 
cular operation and 
the preceding one. 


And the third, the 


2 of water, in 
ngliſh pints, drawn 


off at each opera- 
tion. 
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IV. 


The Hi tory of an uncommon Caſe i in Mei b 
Mr. William Spier, Surgeon, of ; x 


County of Lowth, Ireland, communicated to Dr, 
Dunca n. 


I Was in the morning of the 21ſt of Match 
laſt called to the affiſtance of M. R. a poor 
woman in this town, who was in labour of her 
firſt child; ſhe was twenty years old, of a ſmall 


ſtature, and with a narrow pelvis ; but with | 


out any other apparent deformity. The mids 
wife, who attended her from the beginning of 
her illneſs, informed me, that the woman had 


come to her full time, and had been in labour 


for the five preceding days; ſhe ſaid her pains 
had been much ſtronger and more ſevere fince 
yeſterday evening than before; that the metn- 
branes were not as yet broken, nor the waters 
diſcharged ; but that in place of them, putrid 
coagulated blood had continued to flow abun- 
dantly from the vagina for half an hour. 


As ſoon as I came, I was immediately "A 
licited to try fome method of delivering the 
woman, who was now ſomewhat exhauſted by 
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the violence of the flooding. I was not a lit- 
tle ſurpriſed upon touching, to examine the 
progreſs of her labonr, and endeavour to find 
out what might be uncommon in her caſe, to 
diſcover a large tumor, ſoft to the touch, and 
of a longitudinal form, covering the os inter- 
num. I at firſt miſtook this tumour for the 
membranes, and I imagined the flooding to 
proceed from ſome miſmanagement of the 
midwife ; but, upon a more minute examina- 
tion, to find out the ſource of the flooding, I 
diſcovered: it to proceed from the tumor. I 
found alſo that this tumor was divided near its 
middle, by a pretty thick membrane into two 
ſeparate ſacs. As the woman was now grown 
languid, and her pulſe feeble, I thought it the 
moſt eligible method to make an opening into 
the moſt remote ſac to allow its contents to be 


evacuated. This I accordingly did with the 


nail of my fore-finger, and immediately upon 
the opening being made, there guſhed out a 
great quantity of putrid coagulated blood. 
This gave her ſome relief for the preſent. In 


the interim, the parts were frequently foment- 
ed with an emollient decoction; and in the 
intervals of the fomentation, a warm cloth was 


kept continua e. Two hours and a 
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quarter after the blood was diſcharged, the 
membranes broke and the waters came away. 
The child's head preſented itſelf, but was 
ſtrictly locked in the pelvis. I waited that 
evening, that night, and next morning, in 
expectation that nature would aſſiſt the birth, 
but was at length ſorry to find myſelf diſap- 
Pointed in my expectation. The few linger- 
ing pains which ſhe had the preceding even- 
ing had left her. She was now become lan- 
guid, and her pulſe intermitting. In this cri- 
tical fituation, I was determined upon making 
trial of the forceps, as recommended in theſe 
dubious caſes by that learned and experienced 
profeſſor of midwifery, Dr. Young, a gentle- 


man to whom I ſhall ever acknowledge myſelf 
under the greateſt obligations. I accordingly 
tried them, and in a ſhort time, delivered her 
of a dead male child, which, from its livid ap- 
pearance, ſeemed to have been dead a conſi- 
derable time in the womb. She met with no 
laceration of the perinæum, nor had ſhe any 
incontinence of urine; accidents which fre- 
quently enſue after preternatural caſes ; but 
ſhe complained at the change of weather, of 
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pains about the region of the pubis. Her 


lochia were at firſt very offenſive, but ſhortly 
after they became leſs ſo. The woman had a 


ſpeedy and good recovery, and is now ſo well 
as to take care of her uſual buſineſs. 
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Medical News. 


E are ſorry that it has not been, before 

this, in our power to fulfil our promiſe 
of giving ſome account of the illuſtrious Dr. 
Haller. The many panegyrics on this emi- 
ment man, which have lately been delivered 
and publiſhed at almoſt every remarkable ſeat 
of medical literature in Europe, now afford us 
ample materials for a very full-and particular 
account, But by the limits of our publica- 
tion, we are neceſſarily reſtrained within very 
narrow bounds. And we can therefore pro- 
poſe to preſent our reader with a very general 


account only of the moſt remarkable parti- 
culars. 
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Albert von Haller was born at Bern, on the 
16th of October, 1708. He was the ſon of 
an advocate, of conſiderable eminence in his 
profeſſion. His father had a numerous family, 
and Albert was the youngeſt of five ſons, 
From the firſt period of his education, he 
ſhewed a very great genius for literature of 
every kind; and to forward the progreſs of 
his ſtudies, his father took into his family a 
private tutor, named Abraham Baillodz, How 
far the rigid ſeverity of this pedagogue contri- 
buted to the rapid improvement of his pupil, 
may, perhaps, be a queſtion. But ſuch was the 
diſcipline he exerted, that the accidental. fight 
of him, at any ſuture period of life, excited 


in Haller very grcat uneafineſs, and renewed 
all his former terrors, It is, however, pro- 
bable, that if any circumſtance, befides un- 
common natural genius, tended to forward 
his acquifition of knowledge, he was no 
leſs indebted to an original delicacy of conſti- 
tution than to the ſeverity of his teacher. As 
it was, perhaps, from this circumſtance that 
he had little reliſh for the common amuſements 


of other children; and in theſe he indhlged 
himſelf * little in them. 


But 
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But to whatever cauſe it is to be attributed, 
according to the accounts which are given us, 
the progreſs of his ſtudies, at the earlieſt pe- 
riods of life, was rapid almoſt- beyond belief. 
When other children are beginning only to 
read, he was ſtudying Bayle and Moreri; and 
at nine years of age he was able to tranſlate 
Greek, and was beginning the ſtudy of He- 
brew. Not long after this, however, the 
courſe of his education was ſomewhat inter- 
rupted by the death of his father; an event 
which happened when he was 1n the thirteenth 
year of his age. After this he was ſent to the 
public ſchool at Bern, where he exhibited 
many ſpecimens of early and uncommon ge- 
nius. He was diſtinguiſhed for his knowledge 
in the Greek and Latin languages ; but he 
was chiefly remarkable for his poetical genius : 
and his eſſays of this kind, which were pub- 
liſhed in the German language, were read and 
admired throughout the whole empire. 


Having made this proficiency in the preli- 
minary branches of education, he was now 
fully qualified to enter on the ſtudy of that 
profeſſion, for the practice of which his future 
life was intended. And in the fixteenth year 
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of his age, he began the ſtudy of medicine at 
Tubingen, under thoſe eminent teachers Du- 
vernoy and Camerarius. The commence- 
ment of his medical ſtudies was marked by an 
event characteriſtic of thoſe induſtrious exer- 
tions by which he was afterwards diſtinguiſhed. 
Determined, with unremitting induſtry, to de- 
dicate his whole time to the proſecution of a 
ſtudy which he hoped would render him uſe— 
ful to mankind, he became a fugitive from 
the Muſes, and committed to the flames all 
thoſe little poetical eſſays which were then his 
principal, or rather his only amuſement. 


He continued engaged in the ſtudy of me- 
dicine at Tubingen for the ſpace of two years, 
when the great reputation of the juſtly cele- 
brated Boerhaave drew him to Leyden. Nor 
was this diſtinguiſhed teacher the only man, 
from whoſe ſuperior abilities, he had there an 
opportunity of profiting. Ruyſch was ſtill 
alive, and Albinus was riſing into fame. Ani- 
mated by ſuch examples, it is not to be ima- 
gined that his aſſiduity would be relaxed. 
There he ſpent all the day, and the greateſt 
part of the night, in the moſt intenſe ſtudy, 
And the proficiency which he made, gained 


him 
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him univerſal eſteem both from his teachers 
and fellow-ſtudents. 


From Holland, in the year 1927, he came 
to England, Here, however, his ſtay was 
but ſhort, and it was rather his intention to 
viſit the illuſtrious men of that period than to 
proſecute his ſtudies at London. He formed 
connexions with ſome of the moſt eminent of 
them. He was honoured with the friendſhip 
of Douglas and Cheſelden, and he met with 
a reception proportioned to his merit from 
Sir Hans Sloane, preſident of the Royal So- 
ciety. After his viſit to Britain, he went to 
France; there, under thoſe eminent maſters, 
Winſlow and Le Dran, with the latter of whom 
he reſided during his ſtay in Paris, he had op- 
portunities of proſecuting anatomy, which 
he had not before enjoyed. But the zeal of 
our young anatomiſt was greater than the pre- 
judices of the people at that period, even in 
the enlightened city of Paris, could admit of. 
An information being lodged againſt him to 
the police for diſſecting dead bodies, he was 
obliged to cut ſhort his anatomical inveſtiga- 
tions by a precipitate retreat. Still, however, 
intent on the farther proſecution of his ſtudies, 


H h 4 he 


© M E D111 A 


he went to Baſil, where he became a pupil to 
the celebrated Bernouli. 


Thus improved and inſtructed by the lec- 
tures of the moſt diſtinguiſhed teachers of that 
period, by uncommon natural abilities, and 
by unremitting induſtry, he returned to the 
place of his nativity in the 26th year of his 
age. And not long after this he offered him- 
ſelf a candidate, firſt, for the office of phyſi- 
cian to an hoſpital, and afterwards for a pro- 
fefforſhip. But neither the character which 
he had, before he left his native country, nor 
the fame which he had acquired and ſupported 
while abroad, were ſufficient to combat the in- 
tereſt oppoſed to him. Hg was diſappointed 
in both. And it was even with difficulty, that 
he obtained in the following year, the appoint- 
ment of keeper of a publick library at Bern, 
an office, the exerciſe of which, was, indeed, 
by no means ſuited to his great abilities, But 
it was the more agreeable to him, as it afford- 
ed him an opportunity for that extenfive read- 
ing by which he has been fo juſtly diſtin- 
guiſhed. 


The neglect of his merit which marked bis 
firſt outſet, neither diminiſned his ardour for 


medi- 
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medical purſuits, nor detracted from his repu- 
tation, either at home or abroad And ſoon 


after he was nominated a profeſſor in the uni- 
verſity of Goettingen, by our late gracious ſo- 
ſovereign George II. Ihe duties of this im- 
portant office, he diſcharged with no leſs ho- 
nour to himſelf, than advantage to the public, 
for the ſpace of ſeventeen years. And it af- 
forded him an ample field for the exertion of 
thoſe great talents which he poſſeſſed. Exten- 
fively acquainted with the ſentiments of others 
reſpecting the ceconomy of the human body, 
ſtruck with the diverſity of opinions which 
they held, and ſenſible that the only means of 
inveſtigating truth was by careful and candid 
experiment, he undertook the arduous tafk of 
exploring the phenomena of human nature 
from the original ſource, In theſe purſuits he 
was no leſs induſtrious than ſucceſsful, and 

there was hardly any function of the body on 
which his experiments did not reflect either a 
new or a ſtronger light. Nor was it long ne- 
ceflary for him, in this arduous undertaking 
to labour alone, The example of the precep- 
tor inſpired his pupils with the ſpirit of induſ- 
trious exertion. Zinn, Zimmerman, Caldani, 
and many others, animated by a generous 


emula- 
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emulation, laboured with indefatigable induſ- 
try to proſecute and to perfect the diſcoveries 
of their great maſter. And the mutual exer- 
tion of the teacher and his ſtudents, not only 
tended to forward the progreſs of medical 
ſcience, but placed the philoſophy of the hu- 
man body on a more ſure, and an almoſt en- 
tirely new baſis, 


But the labours of Dr. Haller, during his 
reſidence at Goettingen, were, by no means 
confined to any one department of ſcience. He 
was not more anxious to be an improver him- 
ſelf, than to inſtigate others to fimilar pur- 
ſuits. And the intimacy which ſubſiſted be- 
tween him and Baron de Munchauſen, the firſt 
miniſter in Hanover, who was the friend and 
patron of his merit, enabled him to ſet on foot 
inſtitutions admirably calculated for this pur- 
poſe. To him, the Anatomical Theatre, the 
School of Midwifery, the Chirurgical Society, 
and the Royal Academy of Sciences at Goet- 
tingen, owe their origin. Such diſtinguiſhed 
merit could not fail to mcet with a ſuitable re- 
ward from the ſovereign under whoſe protec- 
tion he then taught. The king of Great Bri- 
tain not only honoured him with every mark 
of attention which he himſelf could beſtow, 

but 
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but procured him alſo letters of nobility from 
the Emperor. 


The ripened fruits of that genius and induſtry 
which were at firſt neglected, now drew the at- 
tention of almoſt every Mæcenas in Europe. 
On the death of Dillenius, he had an offer of 
the profeſſorſhip of botany at Oxford; the 
ſtates of Holland invited him to the chair of 
the younger Albinus; the king of Pruſſia was 
anxious that he ſhould be the ſucceſſor of Mau- 
pertuis at Berlin. Marſhal Keith wrote to him 
in the name of his ſovereign, offering him the 
chancellorſhip of the univerſity of Halle, va- 
cant by the death of the celebrated Wolff, 
Count Orlow invited him to Ruſſia, in the name 
his miſtreſs the empreſs, offering him a diſ- 
tinguiſhed place at St. Peterſburgh. The king 
of Sweden conferred on him an unſolicited ho- 
nour by raiſing him to the rank of knighthood 
of the order of the polar ſtar; and the emperor 
of Germany did him the honour of a perſonal 
viſit, during which, he thought it no degrada- 
tion of his character, to paſs ſome time with 
him, in the moſt familiar converſation, 


Thus honoured by ſovereigns, revered by 
men of literature, and eſteemed by all Eu- 


rope, 
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rope, he had it in his power to have held the 
higheſt rank in the republic of letters. Yet 
declining all the tempting offers which were 
made to him, he continued at Goettingen 
anxiouſly endeavouring to extend the rifing 
fame of that medical ſchool, But after ſeven. 
teen years refidence in that univerſity, an ill 
ſtate of health rendering him leſs fit for the 
duties of the important office, which he held, 
he ſolicited and obtained permiſſion from the 
regency of Hanover to return to his native 
city of Bern, His fellow-citizens, who 
might at firſt have fixed him among them- 
ſelves, with no leſs honour than advantage to 
their city, were now as ſenfible as others of his 


ſuperior merit. A penſion was ſettled upon 
him for life, and he was nominated at differ- 
ent times to fill the moſt important offices in 
the ſtate, Theſe occupations, however, did 
not diminiſh his ardour for uſeful improve- 
ments. He was tbe firſt preſident, as well as 
the greateſt promoter of the Oeconomical So- 
ciety at Bern; and he may be conſidered as 
the father and founder of the Orphan- Hoſpital 
of that city. Declining health, however, re- 
ſtrained his exertions in the more active ſcenes 
of life, and for many years he was confined 

| entirely 
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entirely to his own houſe. Even this, however, 
could not put a period to his utility ; for with 
indefatigable induſtry he continued his favour- 
ite employment of writing till within a few 
days of his death, which happened in the 
70th year of his age, on the 12th of Decem- 
ber 1777- 


After what has been ſaid, to ſum up his 
character would be ſuperfluous ; to enumerate 
his improvements or his writings would much 
exceed the limits of our publication. It is 
ſufficient to obſerve, that thoſe extenſive works, 
his Elementa Phyſiologiæ and Bibliotheca Me- 
dicinæ, will afford, to lateſt poſterity, unde- 
niable proofs of his indefatigable induſtry, 
penetrating genius, and ſolid judgment, 
But he was no leſs diſtinguiſhed as a philo- 
ſopher, than beloved as a man; and he was 
not more eminent for his improvement in every 
department of medical ſcience, than for his 
piety to God, and benevolence to all mankind. 
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That admirable inſtitution, which has long 
ſubſiſted at Paris under the title of La Sociẽtẽ 
Libre d' Emulation, the objects of whoſe in- 


quiries have been ſo much directed to public 


utility 1 


— 
v - 
— A roo oo » — — 


2 — 
— 
ER =. 


y 
4 
i 
My 
; 
. 
1 
5 
ut 


_— — 


T_T. —ä—— 


458 D 


utility, has propoſed a prize queſtion for the 
preſent year, the proper ſolution of which muſt 
be conſidered as of the utmoſt importance, 
In their programme they obſerve, that nume- 
rous and melancholy inſtances of the deliterious 
effects reſulting from the uſe of kitchen uten- 
fils, yielding matters of a poiſonous quality, 
had juſtly excited the attention, not only of 
phyficians, but of the public in general. And 
although thoſe of copper and lead be unqueſ- 
tionably the moſt dangerous, yet it is univer. 
ſally allowed, that thoſe alſo of pewter, iron, 
and even earthen ware, are very far from be- 
ing free from inconveniences. Confidering, 
therefore, improvements on this ſubject as well 
meriting attention, they have allotted the fum 
of nine hundred livres, as an encouragement 
to inquiries and trials with regard to it, The 
queſtion is propoſed in the following terms, 


Trouver une matiere, ou une compoſition 

quelconque, avec laquelle on puiſſe fabriquer 
des uſtenfiles de cuifine, capables de ſoutenir 
tres-longtems, la plus forte ebulition, les alterna- 
tives ſubites du froid, et de la plus grande cha- 
leur, qui rayent aucun des inconveniens du 
cuivre, du plomb, des etamages, convertes ou 


vernis 
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vernis ordinaires, et qui ſoient auſſi ſolides et 
moins chers, s'il eſt poſſible, que les uſtenſiles 
d'uſage. 


Memoirs on this ſubject are deſired to be di- 
rected, au Bureau Royal de Correſpondance 


generale, rue des Deux Portes. S. Sauveur, a 
Paris. 
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The many extraordinary cures which have 
of late been performed, by means of medicated 
vapour baths, in London and Dublin, muſt 
neceſſarily ſuggeſt to the attentive practitioner, 
the idea of furniſhing other places alſo with 
this uſeful and important remedy, in ſome of 
the moſt obſtinate diſeaſes. It is with parti- 
cular pleaſure, therefore, we learn, that ſuch 
baths are now erecting in different places. Dr. 
Hunter, of Vork, in conjunction with Meſſ. 
Garencieres and Whaley, apothecaries in that 
city, has lately fitted up there, at a very con- 
ſiderable expence, baths, on a conſtruction ſi- 
milar to thoſe of Dr. Kelly in the neighbour- 
hood of London. Theſe are now completed, 
and open to patients at a moderate rate, from 
eight in the morning till ten at night, And it 
is to be hoped that the. gentlemen who have 

| carried 
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carried this undertaking into execution, will 
moet with a proper return for having provided 
a remedy, no leſs pleaſing than efficacious, for 

the numerous diſeaſes which derive their origin 
from obſtructed perſpiration and confined hu- 
mours, | 


But in ſmaller towns, all the returns which 
could reaſonably be expected from medi- 
cated baths, would be by no means ſufficient 
for defray ing the expence of ſuch eonſtructions 
as thoſe at London and Vork. It is therefore 
much to be wiſhed, that proper trials were 
made of more ſimple contrivances for this pur- 
poſe. From theſe, there is reaſon to preſume, 
that many, at leaſt, of the benefits of this 
mode of cure might be obtained. 


An ingenious phyfician, who has the charge 
of a county hoſpital in England, and whoſe 
attention to every thing that can improve his 
profeſſion is highly worthy of imitation, in a 
letter to Dr. Duncan, informs him, that he 
has lately employed medicated vapours with 
his patients, by means of a common ſtill and 
vapour-bath chair, connected by a proper tube; 
and that, in ſome inſtances, this practice has 
been attended with great ſucceſs, We hope, 

in 
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in ſome future number, to be able to give a more 
full account of this practice. Meanwhile, it 
may not be improper to obſerve, that the appli- 
cation of medicated vapours in this way, can be 
tried any where, at a very trifling expence. 
* * 4 * # | 

It is now upwards of a year fince we men- 
tioned that a third edition of Dr. Cullen's Sy- 
nopſis Noſologiæ Methodicæ was in the preſs 
at Edinburgh ; and that this work, which had 
formerly been contained in one volume octavo, 
was now to be ſo far enlarged, that it would 
extend to two. But, after the firſt of theſe 
volumes had been printed off, the learned au- 
thor was induced to ſuſpend this work for ſome 
time. He has now, however, again reſumed 
it; and it is to be hoped that the whole will 
ſoon be ready for publication. 


* M * * * 


Dr. Charles Webſter, of Edinburgh, has 
been, for ſome time, engaged in preparing for 
publication, a ſelection of the beſt inaugural 
diſſertations on practical ſubjects, and arrang- 
ing them in ſuch a manner as to form one 
connected ſyſtem. This work is now in the 
preſs, and is entitled, Syſtema Medicinæ 

Vor. VI. No. 24. 2 Pra- 
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Praxeos, complectens Diſſertationes Argu- 
menti Medico-Practici Selectiores. It is in- 
tended to exhibit to the public not ſo much 
the labours of the ſtudents whoſe names the 
diſſertations bear, as to give a view of the doc- 
trines reſpecting particular diſeaſes, and of the 
method of cure, delivered by the moſt eminent 
teachers of the practice of medicine at Edin- 
burgh, particularly thoſe of the late Drs. Ru- 
therford and Gregory, a proper account of 
whoſe practice was never publiſhed by them- 
ſelves; and of Drs. Cullen and Duncan, both 
of whom, in the lectures which they at preſent 
deliver, recommend many modes of treatment 
in particular difeaſes, which they confider as 
improvements, and which never have appear- 
ed in print, unleſs in the form of inaugural diſ- 
ſertations by their pupils. Thefe, however, are 
ſeldom expoſed to ſale, and very rarely read 
beyond the precincts of the univerſity where 
they are publiſhed. The preſent work, there- 
fore, will, probably, furniſh a view of modern 


practice, not inferior to any ene which has of 
| 6 


late appeared, | 8 
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Dr. Home has, for ſeyeral years; been pre- 
paring for publication the reſult of his obſer- 
vation and experience at the Royal Infirmary 
of Edinburgh, where he has, every winter, in 
conjunction with Dr. Gregory, the care of the 
clinical patients. This work is now in the 
preſs, and is entitled, Clinical Experiments, 
Hiſtories; and Diſſections. Beſides containing 
accurate hiſtories of the caſes of particular pa- 
tients, a diſtinct view of the treatment in each, 
and the principal obſervations which were de- 


livered in lecture; it exhibits alſo a faithful ac. * 


count of trials which have been made with the 
greateſt part of the new temedies lately intro- 
duced into practice; and a minute detail of 
the effects which have been obſerved to reſult 
from them. . 
2«„ „„ 

A work is at preſent in the preſs at Edin- 
burgh, by Dr. Gregory, entitled, Conſpectus 
Medicinæ Theoreticz ; in Uſum Academicum. 


In this publication, which is intended princi4 


pally, as a text-book for his lectures, the phy- 
tiology and general pathology are conjoined; 
Thus! in treating of any function, as. for exami- 
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ple reſpiration, he conſiders the manner in 
which it is performed, its uſes, its varieties, 
as voice, ſpeech, weeping, laughing, &c. its 
diſorders, as cough, ſneezing, and dyſpnœa, 
of various kinds, their cauſes, effects, and 
general principles of cure, whether radical or 
palliative. 
* 4 4 3 * 

A new edition of Mr. Bells treatiſe on the 
Theory and Management of Ulcers, of which 
an analyſis was given in 2 former number of 
this work, 1s in the preſs, and will ſoon be 
publiſhed. In this edition, the author has 
made ſeveral alterations, and not a few addi- 
tions, which muſt encreaſe confiderably the 
value of a work, which has already deſervedly 
met with a very favourable reception from the 
public, 
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